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BY  TEE  AUTHOR- 
MoBRiSANiA,  N.  Y.,  June  1,  1863. 


At  a  stated  meeting  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  held  at  its 
Hall,  on  Tuesday  evening,  April  1,  1862, 

The  paper  of  the  evening,  entitled  "  The  Assault  on  Slony  Point 
by  General  Anthony  Wayne,  July  16,  1779,"  was  read  by  Mr. 
Henry  B.  Dawson. 

On  its  conclusion,  Mr.  David  E.  Wheeler  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  adopted  unanimously :  — 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to  Mr.  Daw- 
son for  his   highly  interesting,  eloquent,  and  truthful   paper,  read  this 
evening,  and  that  a  copy  be  requested  for  the  archives  of  the  Society. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

Andrew  Warner, 

Recording  Secretary. 


INTEODUCTION. 


The  text  of  the  following  Tract  was  read,  as  "  the  paper  of  the  even- 
ing," before  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  at  its  regular  meeting, 
April  1,  1862  ;  and  the  expressed  desire  of  many  of  the  members  of  that 
body  that  it  should  be  printed  has  mainly  led  to  its  reproduction  in  this 
form. 

For  the  privilege  of  using  the  numerous  manuscripts  which  have  been 
copied  into  the  text  and  otherwise  employed  in  the  preparation  of  the 
work,  except  in  the  case  of  General  Wayne's  despatch  dated  "  Stoney 
Point  16tii  July  1779  2  OClock  A.  M"  I  am  indebted  to  the  kind- 
ness of  Hon.  Joseph  J.  Lewis,  of  Westchester,  Pennsylvania ;  for  a 
facsimile  of  the  despatch  alluded  to  I  am  indebted  to  Jared  Sparks, 
LL.  D.,  —  my  early  and  constant  friend,  —  by  whom  it  had  been  previ- 
ously employed  to  illustrate  the  fourth  volume  of  bis  "  American  Biog- 
raphy." 

The  Map  is  a  careful  copy  of  that  drawn  by  Lieutenant  John  Hills, 
K.  A.,  and  published  in  London,  in  1784,  by  William  Faden,  Geog- 
rapher to  the  King. 

The  several  documents,  illustrative  of  the  subject,  which  have  been 
collected  in  the  Appendix,  are  more  or  less  valuable,  —  all  of  them  are 
highly  interesting,  and  none  of  them  could  have  been  omitted  without 
detracting  from  the  value  of  the  collection. 


VUl  INTRODUCTION. 

« 
With  these  explanatory  remarks  the  subject  and  the  Tract  in  which  it 

has  been  illustrated  are  left  with  the  reader,  not  without  a  hope,  how- 
ever, that  to  him  the  subject  will  afford  as  much  pleasure,  as,  in  its 
examination,  it  has  afforded  to  the  Author. 

HKNRY  B.  DAWSON. 

Mommnia,  N.  Y.,  July  24,  1863. 


THE  ASSAULT    ON   STONY-POINT. 

JULY  16,  1779. 


I  TAKE  pleasure,  Mr.  President,  in  responding  to  the 
invitation  with  which  I  have  been  honored  by  your  Ex- 
ecutive Committee ;  and  in  the  selection  of  a  subject 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Society,  from  among  the 
many  which  have  presented  themselves,  I  have  selected 
that,  relative  to  the  history  of  our  own  State,  which  I 
have  supposed  will  prove  most  interesting,  —  the  Assault 
on  Stony-Point*  by  General  Anthony  Wayne,  on  the 
morning-  of  the  sixteenth  of  July,  1779. 

*  I  have  employed  tliis  term  in  preference  to  that  which  lias  been  frequently 
introduced  in  its  stead,  —  "  Tlie  surprise  of  Stony-Point." 

In  assigning  a  reason  for  this  preference  of  terms,  I  may  be  pardoned  for  in- 
troducing, what  so  fully  express  my  views,  tlie  remarl^s  of  General  Hull  on  tlie 
same  subject:  "  Colonel  Johnson  remained  in  his  marquee  until  morning,  witli 
others  of  our  officers.  I  was  fiequently  witii  him  during  tlie  night.  It  was  inti- 
mated by  some  one  tliaf  the  garrison  had  been  swpnse<l.  Colonel  Johnson  ob- 
served, that  we  certainly  should  not  do  ourselves  or  him  tlie  injustice  to  say  tliat  lie 
had  been  surprised.  He  begged  the  gentleman  who  made  the  remarli,  to  recollect 
the  fact  that  tlie  firing  commenced  before  we  passed  the  marsli;  that  all  his  men 
were  at  their  stations,  with  their  arms,  and  completely  dressed,  before  our  columns 
began  to  ascend  the  hill.  That  an  incessant  fire  had  been  kept  up,  until  we  en- 
tered the  works  and  the  garrison  surrendered.  The  officer  explained,  that  he  did 
not  mean  exactly  as  was  understood.  Colonel  Johnson  replied,  that  his  works 
were  too  extensive;  that  thej'  were  planned  for  a  much  larger  number  of  troops 
than  Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  left  for  tlieir  defence,  and  that  he  was  perfectly 
satisfied  that  his  men  had  done  their  duty. 

"  Yet  it  has  been  represented  by  some  historians  of  the  devolution,"  General 
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It  will  be  remembered  that  the  main  body  of  the 
American  army,  under  the  personal  command  of  Gen- 
eral Washington,  had  spent  the  winter  of  1778-9  in  the 
strong  position  at  Middlebrook,  in  New  Jersey  ;  and  that 
the  enemy,  meanwhile,  had  remained,  equally  inactive, 
within  the  city  of  New  York  and  its  dependencies.* 

It  will  be  remembered,  also,  that,  early  in  1779,  "  a 
general  languor  had  diffused  itself  throughout  the  civil  de- 
partments of  the  country."  The  recently  formed  alliance 
with  France,  it  was  believed,  had  secured  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  United  States  ;  and  a  confidence  that  the 
enemy  could  no  longer  prosecute  the  war  with  any  rea- 
sonable hope  of  success,  had  prevented  those  exertions, 
in  the  several  States,  which  were  practicable,  but  which 
were  painful  to  make.  Believing,  readily,  what  would 
have  been  most  acceptable  to  them,  the  States  and  the 
People  had  assumed  that  the  great  contest  was  rapidly 
drawing  to  its  close ;  and  the  means  which  had  been 
requisite  to  insure  its  successful  termination  —  too  un- 
pleasant, in  their  character,  to  be  employed,  except  in  the 
last  extremity  —  had  been  generally  withheld.  The  en- 
thusiasm which  had  pervaded  the  States  and  the  People, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  contest,  under  the  influence 
of  which  all  personal  considerations  had  been  overlooked 
and  the  common  cause  had  been  deemed  the  cause  of 
each  individual,  had  in   a  great  measure  passed  away ; 

Hull  continued,  "  that  the  British  were  taken  hy  surprise.  But  the  distance  from 
the  fort  from  which  our  columns  were  fired  upon,  the  incessant  roar  of  musltetry 
and  artillery  while  we  were  ascending  the  precipice,  the  condition  of  the  troops 
when  the  garrison  surrendered,  are  facts  which  show  that  success  was  owing  to 
the  valor,  perseverance,  and  superior  physical  strength  of  the  assailants." 

*  Marshall's   Washtiiffion,  iv.   100;   Keed's  Life  of  Rted,  ii.  72;   Sparks's 
Washington,  205. 
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and  it  had  been  succeeded  by  calculations  of  a  colder, 
but  more  lasting  character.* 

It  had  become  necessary,  therefore,  that  such  means 
should  be  employed,  from  the  very  limited  resources,  both 
of  men  and  supplies,  with  which  General  Washington 
had  been  furnished,  that  an  efficient  body  of  light  troops 
should  be  organized,  whose  celerity  of  movement  and 
perfection  of  discipline  should  serve  the  purpose  of  heav- 
ier and  less  easily  moved  bodies  of  men.  With  this  in- 
tention, measures  had  been  taken,  during  the  spring,  to 
organize  a  Corps  of  Light  Infantry,  to  be  placed  under  an 
officer  of  skiU  and  energy ;  and,  as  soon  as  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  several  regiments  of  the  array  had  permitted, 
those  measures  had  been  carried  into  effect.  Orders  had 
been  issued  accordingly,  directing  the  selection  of  a  picked 
body  of  men,  from  the  various  regiments  of  the  army ; 
and,  as  rapidly  as  the  choice  could  be  made,  the  men  had 
been  organized  into  companies  of  forty-one  privates  each, 
and  into  battalions  or  regiments  of  eight  companies  each, 
in  the  usual  manner.f 

While  these  purposes  were  still  in  course  of  execution, 
and  the  Congress  and  the  States,  with  two  or  three  noble 
exceptions,^  were  recklessly  intent  on  securing  the  imag- 
inary spoils  of  the  equally  illusive  Peace  which  was  ffit- 


*  Marshall's  Washington,  iv.  50-52;  General  Washington  to  President  of 
Congress,  JIarch  15,  Jlay  5  and  11,  1779;  the  Same  to  James  Wakken,  JIarch  31, 
1779;  the  Same  to  Gouvehnf.ur  JIohris,  Hay  8,  1779. 

t  I  have  before  me  the  original  "  Weekly  Return "  of  the  Lit/hi  Corps,  dated 
August  22,  1779,  from  wliich  it  appears  that  three  hundred  and  twenty-eight  pri- 
vates, exclusive  of  non-commissioned  and  commissioned  officers,  was  the  /alt 
strength  of  each  of  the  four  regiments  of  which  the  Corps  was  constituted. 

t  Now  York  and  North  and  South  Carolina  are  the  States  which  are  here  re- 
ferred to. 
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ting  before  their  disordered  vision,*  —  the  affairs  of  the 
country,  per  se,  meanwhile  being  almost  wholly  neglected, 
and  General  Washington  and  the  army  left  to  shift  for 
themselves,!  —  Sir  Heney    Clinton,   at  the   head   of  a 

*  General  Washington  to  President  Reed,  JIarch  29  and  April  8,  1779;  the 
Same  to  James  Wauhen,  March  31,  1779;  the  Same  to  Gouverneuu  Mukuis, 
May  8,  1779. 

t  The  following  letter,  addressed  to  Colonel  Harrison,  of  Virginia,  will  show 
the  true  state  of  aflfairs  during  the  winter  of  177S-9:  — 

"  Philadelphia^  30  December,  1778. 

"Dear  Sir,  —  I  have  seen  nothing  since  I  oamu  here,  on  the  22d  instant, to 
change  my  opinion  of  men  or  measures;  but  abundant  reason  to  be  convinced, 
that  our  affairs  ai'e  in  a  more  distressed,  ruinous,  and  deplorable  condition  than 
tliey  liave  been  since  the  commencement  of  the  war.  By  a  faithful  laborer,  then, 
in  the  cause;  by  a  man  who  is  daily  injuring  his  private  estate,  without  even  the 
smallest  earthly  advantage  not  common  to  all  in  case  of  a  favorable  issue  to  the 
dispute;  by  one  wlio  wishes  the  prosperity  of  America  most  devoutiy,  but  sees 
it,  or  thinks  he  sees  it,  on  the  brink  of  ruin;  you  are  besought  most  earnestly,  ray 
dear  Colonel  IIakrison,  to  exert  yourself  in  endeavoring  to  rescue  your  country, 
by  sending  your  best  and  ablest  men  to  Congress.  These  characters  must  not 
slumber  nor  sleep  at  home,  in  such  a  time  of  pressing  danger.  They  must  not 
content  themselves  with  the  enjoyment  of  places  of  honor  or  profit  in  their  own 
State,  while  the  comiuon  interests  of  America  are  mouldering  and  sinking  into 
irretrievable  ruin,  if  a  remedy  is  not  soon  applied,  and  in  which  theirs  also  must 
ultimately  be  involved. 

"  If  I  were  to  be  called  upon  to  draw  a  picture  of  the  times  and  of  men,  from 
what  I  have  seen,  heard,  and  in  part  know,  I  should  in  word  say,  tliat  idle- 
ness, dissipation,  and  extravagance  seem  to  have  laid  fast  hold  of  most  of  them; 
that  speculation,  peculation,  and  an  insatiable  thirst  for  riches  seem  to  have  got 
the  better  of  every  other  consideration,  and  almost  of  every  order  of  men;  that 
party  disputes  and  personal  quarrels  are  the  great  business  of  the  day;  whilst  the 
momentous  concerns  of  an  empire,  a  great  and  accumulating  debt,  ruined  finances, 
depreciated  money,  and  want  of  credit,  which,  in  its  consequences,  is  the  want  of 
everything,  are  but  secondary  considerations,  and  postponed  from  day  to  day, 
from  week  to  week,  as  if  our  affairs  wore  the  most  promising  aspect.  After  draw- 
ing this  picture,  which  from  my  soul  I  believe  to  be  a  true  one,  I  need  not  re- 
peat to  you,  that  I  am  alarmed,  and  wish  to  see  my  countrymen  roused.  I  have 
no  resentments,  nor  do  I  mean  to  point  at  any  particular  characters.  This  I  can 
declare  upon  my  honor;  for  I  have  every  attention  paid  to  me  by  Congress,  that 
I  can  possibly  expect,  and  I  have  reason  to  think  that  I  stand  well  in  their  estima- 
tion.   But,  in  the  present  situatiou  of  things,  I  cannot  help  asking  where  are 
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respectable  force,  moved  up  the  Hudson,  with  the  evi- 
dent intent  to  seize  the  passes  in  the  Highlands.*  On  the 
afternoon  of  Monday,  the  thirty-first  of  May,  he  took 
possession  of  Stony-Point,  the  western  terminus  of  the 
King's  Ferry,  —  the  great  line  of  communication  between 
the  Eastern  and  Middle  States;!  o"  Tuesday,  the  first 
of  June,  Fort  Lafayette,  on  Verplanck's  Point,  —  the 
eastern  terminus  of  the  ferry,  —  also  fell  into  his  hands  ;  J 

JiAsojj,  Wythe,  Jefferson,  Nicholas,  Pendlf,ton,  Nelson,  and  another  I 
could  name  ?  And  why,  if  you  are  sufficiently  impressed  with  your  danger,  do 
you  not,  as  New  York  has  done  in  the  case  of  Jlr.  Jay,  send  an  extra  member  or 
two,  for  at  least  a  certain  limited  time,  till  the  great  business  of  the  nation  is  put 
upon  a  more  respectable  and  happy  establishment?  Our  money  is  now  sinking 
fifty  per  cent,  a  day  in  this  city;  and  I  shall  not  be  surprised  if,  in  the  course  of  a 
few  months,  a  total  stop  is  put  to  the  currency  of  it;  and  yet  an  assembly,  a  con- 
cert, a  dinner,  or  supper,  that  will  cost  three  or  four  hundred  pounds,  will  not  only 
take  men  off  from  acting  in  this  business,  but  even  from  thinking  of  it,  while  a 
(jreat  part  of  the  ojfh'ers  of  our  army,  from  absolute  necessity,  are  q-uittiny  the  ser- 
vice, and  the  more  virtuous  few,  rather  than  do  this,  are  sinking  by  sure  derjrees  into 
ber/f/ary  and  want. 

"  I  again  repeat  to  you,  that  this  is  not  an  exaggerated  account.  That  it  is  .an 
alarming  one,  I  do  not  deny;  and  I  confess  to  you  that  I  feel  more  real  distress 
on  account  of  the  present  appearances  of  things  than  I  have  done  at  any  one 
time  since  the  commencement  of  the  dispute.  But  it  is  time  to  bid  you  adieu. 
Providence  has  heretofore  taken  us  up.  when  all  other  means  and  hope  seemed  to 
be  departing  from  us.     lu  this  I  will  confide. 

"  I  am  yours,  etc., 

"  Go  Washington." 

The  sad  condition  of  the  country  and  that  of  the  army  were  set  forth,  also,  in 
the  letters  of  General  Washington  to  the  Committee  of  Congress,  January  20, 
1779;  to  Gouveuneur  Mouius,  Jlay  8, 1779;  to  the  President  of  Congress,  May 
11,  1779;  to  General  Gates,  June  11,  1779. 

*  Marshall's  Washini/ton,  iv.  109-113;  Stedman's  History,  ii.  140,  141. 

t  Letter  from  an  officer  on  service  to  his  friend  in  New  York,  in  Gaine's  N'ew 
York  Gazette  ami  Weekly  Mercury,  No.  1442,  Jloiiday,  June  7,  1779;  Sparks's 
Wrilinys  of  Wastiiiiyton,  vi.  269,  note. 

t  General  McDougall  to  General  Washington,  June  4,  1779:  Letter  from  an 
officer  on  service  to  bis  friend  in  New  York,  in  Gaine's  New  York  Gazette  and 
Weekly  Mercttry.  No.  1442,  Monday,  June  7,  1779;  General  Washington  to  Presi- 
dent ol  Congress,  June  6,  1779. 
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and  with  the  keys  of  the  Highlands  in  his  possession,  the 
most  disastrous  consequences  were  expected.* 

With  the  first  indications  of  a  movement  among  the 
enemy,  while  it  was  yet  uncertain  whither  it  would  be 
directed.  General  Washington  redoubled  his  efforts  to 
put  the  army  in  a  state  of  readiness  for  taking  the  field ; 
and  in  the  Herculean  labors  which  devolved  on  him,  at 
that  time,  he  was  nobly  seconded  by  the  utmost  exertions 
of  General  Greene,  then  acting  as  Quartermaster- Gen- 
eral of  the  army.  The  very  great  difficulty  of  procuring 
horses  and  wagons,  and  the  scarcity  of  forage,  however, 
unavoidably  retarded  the  operations ;  and  not  until  the 
third  of  June  were  the  head-quarters  of  the  army  re- 
moved from  Middlebrook,  and  directed  toward  the  High- 
lands of  the  Hudson.f 

The  movement  of  the  army,  to  which  I  have  referred, 
although  it  did  not  retrieve  the  losses  at  the  King's  Ferry, 
effectually  checked  the  further  progress,  northward,  of  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  ;  J  and,  after  leaving  strong  garrisons  in 
the  two  posts  which  he  had  secured,  he  returned  to  New 
York,  and  directed  his  attention  to  a  predatory  excursion 
into  the  exposed  towns  of  Connecticut.^ 

After  the  army  had  thus  taken  the  field,  the  nucleus  of 
the  Corps  of  Light  Infantry  was  ordered  to  a  position, 
immediately  in  front  of  the  enemy,  which,  in  the  highest 
degree,  was  honorable  to  it ;  and,  although  no  more  than 

*  Gordon's  History,  iii.  261,  262;  Andrews's  Eislory  of  the  War,  iii.  288,  289; 
STEDJ^AN'^s  Ilistonj,  ii.  141. 

t  General  Washington  to  President  of  Congi-ess,  May  25  and  June  S,  1779; 
Spakks's  Wdfldnrjton,  297,  298. 

X  General  Washington  to  President  of  Congress,  June  3,  June  6,  and  June  11, 
1779;  Marshall's  IKfis/iinj/oK,  iv.  113, 114;  Spakks's  Wnshiniiton,  2S&. 

§  Marshall's  nV(s/;(«irton,iv.  116-118;  Sparks's  Washington,  IH;  Stedman's 
History,  ii.  142-144. 
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four  imperfect  regiments  had  been  collected,  and  although 
it  was  yet  commanded  only  by  a  Colonel  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania line,  it  was  thrown  forward  to  the  position  which, 
even  in  a  more  perfect  state  of  discipline,  would  have  been 
its  legitimate  field  of  operations.* 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  period  of  which  I  have 
spoken,  among  the  officers  of  the  American  army  who 
were  unemployed,  was  one  —  not  altogether  unknown  to 
fame,  even  at  that  early  day  —  to  whom  I  beg  leave  to 
direct  your  attention. 

He  was  a  native  of  Easttown,  in  Chester  County, 
Pennsylvania  ;  and,  at  the  time  of  which  I  speak,  he  was 
engaged,  as  far  as  his  watchfulness  of  public  events  per- 
mitted, in  superintending  the  cultivation  of  the  fine  farm 
which  had  descended  to  him  through  two  generations  of 
honorable  ancestry. 

In  his  earlier  years  he  had  indicated  the  prominent 
traits  of  his  more  matured  character,  by  bidding  defiance 
to  the  pedagogical  conservatism  of  his  uncle,  to  whom  his 
education  had  been  intrusted ;  and  the  classics  and  other 
branches  of  polite  literature,  although  not  wholly  neg- 
lected, were  not  his  favorite  subjects  of  inquiry.  He  had 
delighted,  rather,  in  distracting  the  brains  of  two  thirds 
of  the  boys  in  his  uncle's  school,  by  rehearsals  of  battles, 
sieges,  etc. ;  and  his  associates,  through  his  influence,  ex- 
hibited more  the  appearance  of  Indians  and  harlequins 
than  that  of  students.  Some  had  been  decorated  with 
caps  of  many  colors  ;  others  had  been  habited  in  coats  as 
variegated  as  Joseph's  of  old :  some  had  been  frequently 
laid  up  with  broken  heads ;  and  the  black  eyes  of  others 
of  them  had  often  proved  the  vigor  of  some  recent  mimic 

*  MS.  lustructious  to  GeueriU  Wayne,  July  1,  1779. 
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attack,  or  the  obstinacy  of  some  equally  miniature  de- 
fence. His  noon-spells,  in  place  of  the  usual  games  of 
amusement,  had  been  employed,  with  those  of  his  asso- 
ciates, in  throwing  up  redoubts,  in  skkmishing,  etc. ;  and 
so  completely  had  his  uncle's  system  of  education  been 
disregarded,  that  the  latter  was  under  the  painful  neces- 
sity of  dismissing  him  from  the  school.  A  reconciliation 
—  or,  more  properly  speaking,  a  compromise  —  was,  soon 
after,  effected  ;  and  the  young  soldier,  then  in  his  fifteenth 
year,  returned  to  the  school.  Within  eighteen  months,  so 
closely,  meanwhile,  had  he  applied  himself  to  the  studies 
which  were  most  congenial  with  his  tastes,  his  uncle  ac- 
knowledged that,  in  the  mathematics  and  the  kindred 
sciences,  he  could  instruct  his  young  pupil  no  further ; 
and  the  next  two  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  the 
academy  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  perfected  his  knowl- 
edge of  those  branches  of  learning  in  which  he  had  been 
latterly  engaged,  with  so  much  promise,  under  his  uncle's 
direction. 

At  eighteen  he  had  returned  home,  bearing  an  enviable 
reputation  as  a  mathematician  ;  and  the  succeeding  two 
years  had  been  spent  in  the  practice  of  surveying,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  homestead,  and  in  the  further  prosecution 
of  his  studies.  Like  the  illustrious  chief  under  whose 
guidance,  many  years  afterwards,  he  acquired  a  world- 
wide renown,  the  young  surveyor  had  thus,  steadily,  but 
in  comparative  obscurity,  acquired  that  practical  knowl- 
edge of  field-service,  and  those  habits  of  life,  which,  sub- 
sequently, added  so  much  value  to  his  advice  and  his  ser- 
vices ;  and  like  Washington,  also,  he  had  been  called,  at 
an  early  age,  to  survey,  and  take  charge  of,  the  unexplored 
estates  of  some  of  the  heaviest  landholders  of  that  early 
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period,  —  his  twenty-first  and  twenty-second  years  having 
been  spent  in  Nova  Scotia,  as  the  resident  agent  of  an 
influential  land-company,  of  which  Doctor  Franklin  was, 
at  that  time,  a  principal  member. 

In  his  twenty-third  year  he  had  become  a  permanent 
resident  of  Chester  County  ;  and  the  cares  of  his  farm 
were  interspersed  with  the  practice  of  a  surveyor  and  the 
incidental  duties  of  a  conveyancer;  and  so  celebrated  had 
he  become,  in  the  latter  departments  of  his  business,  that 
his  services  were  called  into  requisition,  in  all  cases  of  in- 
tricacy and  importance,  whether  in  his  own  or  the  neigh- 
boring counties.  Nor  had  these  laborious  duties  ex- 
hausted his  untiring  activity.  He  had  also  inherited 
from  his  father,  and  had  successfully  conducted,  the  oc- 
cupation of  a  tanner,  in  the  prosecution  of  which  he  had 
opened,  and  continued,  an  active  trade  with  the  West  In- 
dies, some  of  the  evidences  of  which  may  be  seen,  it  is  said, 
on  the  site  of  the  old  tanyard,  at  the  family  homestead; 
and  I  have  others  now  before  me,  in  specimens  of  the  origi- 
nal autograph  correspondence  with  his  factors  in  Jamaica,* 

*  The  following,  from  the  original  draught,  in  General  Wayne's  autograph,  is 
a  copy  of  one  of  these  letters ;  — 

"  Philadelphia  T""  Sep'  1775 

"  Jless"  Harper  &  Dick 
"  Gentlemen 

"  Yours  of  the  lO""  June  PCap'  HuNN  enclosing  bill  of  Lading  for  150  Span- 
ish Milled  Dollars  &  ace'  of  Sales  duly  came  to  hand  —  I  lind  that  the  Weight  of 
the  thirteen  Bundles  of  Leather  differs  from  the  Invoices  here,  they  amounting  to 
17551'"  with  you  only  1645""  as  the  Difference  is  110"'=  request  that  you'd  exam- 
ine where  the  Mistake  lay's  and  adjust  it 

"  I  now  Ship  you  lU  Bundles  of  Skirting  as  V^  Invoice  which  I  wish  you  to  dis- 
pose of  to  the  best  Advantage  &  make  the  Remittance  by  the  first  favorable 
Oppertunity 

"  X  wou'd  mention  that  after  the  10'i>  Instant  there  will  not  be  any  Goods  or 
Produce  shiped  from  these   Colonies  to   the  West  Indies   until  Publick   affairs 
2 


10  THE  ASSAULT   ON  STONY-POINT. 

and  of  their  account  sales  of  the  leather  which  he  had  con- 
signed to  them.* 

He  had  been  among  the  earliest  and  most  energetic  of 
the  opponents  of  the  Home  Government,  in  its  oppres- 
sion of  the  Colonists ;  and  the  original  draught  of  an  ad- 
dress which  he  delivered  on  that  subject,!  ^"^d  that  of  a 
subscription  list  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Boston,  after  the  passage  of  the  celebrated  Bos- 
bears  a  Different  Aspect,  in  pursuance  of  the  Resolves  of  the  Contiueutal  Con- 
gress 

"  Interim  I  am  Gen'  your  most 

"Hum'  Ser' 

"  Anti  Wayne 
"  N.  B.  the  last  10  Bundles  of  ' 

Leather      -with      this       Letter 

■was     taken     &     Carried     into 

Boston        by         the        British, 

"  Mess"  HAiiPEK  &  Dick  " 

*  The  following,  from  the  original,  is  an  exact  copy  of  one  of  these  papers, 
—  the  sales  of  the  leather  referred  to  iu  the  preceding  letter:  — 
"  Sale  on  Acco'  of  M'.  Wayne 

1775 
Nov  24,  10  Bundles  of  Leather 
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ton  Port  Bill,*  both  in  his  ov^n  handwriti'ig,  are  7iow 
before  me. 

His  disinterested  patriotism  was  never  questioned  ;  nor 
was  the  impetuous  energy  of  his  character  ever  directed 
against  his  country  or  the  rights  of  mankind. 

In  all  the  primary  assemblages  of  the  yeomanry  of 
Chester  County,  he  had  been  among  the  acknowledged 
leaders,  from  his  earlier  manhood  ;  and  he  had  discharged 
all  his  public  duties  —  political  and  social  —  with  peculiar 
dignity  and  usefulness.  The  gracefulness  of  his  manners 
at  the  head  of  the  table,  and  the  skill  with  which  he 
wielded  the  carving-knife,  still  live  in  the  traditions  of  the 
lovely  village  of  Westchester,  the  scene  of  his  earlier  ex- 
ploits. 

His  fine  broadcloth  suit,  his  highly  polished  boots,  his 
ruffled  wristbands  and  bosom,  and  his  three-cornered  bea- 
ver,—  the  latter  jauntily  tipped  a  little  to  the  right,  —  in 
an  age  when  homespun  simplicity  was  generally  preva- 
lent, indicated  a  sufficiency,  at  least,  of  self-esteem  in 
their  wearer;  and  his  impatience  of  control  by  those  who 
were  not  his  superiors  in  authority  may  be  traced  to  the 

*  The   following  is  an   exact  copy   of  that  paper:  — 

"Chester  Countij  13ll>    August    1774 

"  Whereas  the  Act  of  Parliament,  for  Shutting  up  tlie  Port  of  Boston  & 
Suspending  the  Trade  of  that  once  Flourishing  Town,  in  all  Probability,  must 
Reduce  many  Innocent  Families  to  great  Distress,  &  soon  leave  them  Destitute 
of  the  Common  necessaries  of  life, 

"  We  the  Subscribers  considering  the  Relief  of  the  Distressed,  as  one  of  the 
first  Duties  of  Humanity,  and  being  Desirous  to  Manifest  a  Feliow  feeling  for  our 
Snfl'ering  Brethren,  Do  Promise  to  pay  into  the  hands  of  Hugh  Lloyd  one  of 
the  Committee  of  Corrispondence  for  this  County,  or  his  Order,  the  sum  which 
we  have  Respectively  annex'd  to  our  Names,  to  be  laid  out  by  the  s''  Com- 
mittee or  a  M:ijority  of  them  in  Provisions  &  Cloatliiiig,  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor 
of  Boston  as  may  best  Answer  the  Benoveleut  Purposes  hereby  Proposed 

"Witness  our  Hands  — " 
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same  primary  weakness.  Underlying  all  this,  however, 
were  those  more  substantial  good  qualities  of  professional 
capability  and  personal  integrity  ;  while  his  fertility  of 
invention,  his  sleepless  vigilance,  his  undaunted  courage, 
and  his  untiring  energy,  have  been  rendered  more  brilliant 
by  contrast  with  the  tinsel  with  which  the  surface  had 
been  disfigured.* 

His  impetuosity,  like  that  of  Paul  of  Tarsus,  has  been 
mistaken  for  madness,  by  some  of  those  who  have  wit- 
nessed its  effects;  but,  like  the  madness  of  Paul,  that  of 
"  Mad  Anthony  Wayne,"  so  called,  was  only  the  out- 
pourings of  an  earnest,  an  honest,  and  a  philanthropic 
heart. 

General  Anthony  Wayne,  the  officer  of  whom  I 
have  spoken,  had  retired  from  the  command  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania line,  early  in  February,  and  had  returned  to  his 
home  in  Pennsylvania.  In  taking  his  leave  of  General 
Washington,  he  had  expressed  a  desire  to  have  a  com- 
mand in  the  Light  Infantry,  should  his  services  be  re- 
quired during  the  campaign  of  '79;  or,  in  case  that  could 
not  be  granted  without  prejudice  to  the  service,  he  had 
asked  permission  to  serve  near  the  General's  person 
as   a   volunteer.!       The    reply    of    General   Washington 

*  For  the  record  of  many  of  the  incidents  of  General  Wayne's  early  life,  here 
referred  to,  I  am  indebted  to  a  biographical  sketch,  in  manuscript,  by  his  son, 
Colonel  Isaac  Wayne,  which  has  been  preserved  among  the  family  papers;  the 
knowledge  of  otliers  of  them  has  been  preserved  tlirougli  tlie  forethought  of 
Hon.  Joseph  J.  Lewis,  of  Westchester,  Penn.,  by  whom,  many  years  since,  it  was 
collected  from  tlie  lips  of  those  who  had  been  the  associates  of  General  Wayne, 
in  his  earlier  years. 

Gkaydon,  in  his  very  interesting  Memoirs  of  his  own  Time,  {Edit.  Phila. 
1846,  pp.  277,  278,)  has  given  a  spirited  sketch  of  the  General's  character  and 
appearance,  which  will  interest  the  reader. 

t  The  following,  from  the  original  draught,  iu  the  General's  autograph,  is  the  letter 
referred  to  :  — 
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promised  a  cheerful  compliance  with  General  Wayne's 
request  for  a  command,  as  soon  as  the  Light  Corps  could 
be  organized  ;*  and,  at  the  time  of  which  I  speak,  he  was 
impatiently  awaiting  the  summons  of  the   Chief. 

As  I  have  said,  General  Wayne  had  spent  part  of  the 
winter  and  the  entire  spring,  without  employment,  on  his 

"  Philadelphia  lOib  Feliy  1779 
"  Deak  General 

"  I  did  myself  the  Honor  of  wviting  to  yo\i  the  20"'  ultimo  mentioning  that  I 
was  Necessitated  to  be  here  at  the  Jleeting  of  the  Assembly  of  this  Stale  —  & 
that  I  shou'd  take  the  Liberty  of  waltlntj  on  you  the  tirst  of  this  Slonth  for  Itave 
of  absence 

"  I  was  unfortunately  deprived  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  by  passing  down 
the  Jersey  shore  whilst  you  were  on  your  way  for  Camp  ou  the  Penns*  side 
the  Delaware 

"  I  made  a  point  of  having  my  people  well  &  Comfortably  Covered  previous  to 
my  leaving  them  —  &  I  hope  that  the  Appearance  of  the  men  &  the  Kegularity 
&  Liternal  Police  of  the  Ctttj  has  met  your  Excellencies  Approbation 

"  I  also  flatter  myself  that  Gen'  St  Claik  will  be  Pleased  in  the  Command  of 
Troops  that  always  have  &  ever  will  do  their  duty  in  the  field  —  &  that  they 
on  their  part  will  be  happy  under  the  Conduct  of  a  Gent"  to  whom  I  chearfully 
give  place  &  Sincerely  Esteem  but  at  the  same  time  I  have  so  much  tender- 
ness for  the  feelings  of  the  Officers  that  have  hitherto  Commanded  the  Penns* 
Brigades,  that  I  can't  think  of  Interfering  with  them  in  that  point. 

*^  I  therefore  wish  to  be  Indulged  with  Command  in  the  Light  Corps  —  if  it  can 
take  place  without  prejudice  to  the  Service  or  the  iXcUislon  of  an  Officer  of  more 
worth  or  experience  —  but  if  that  can't  be  done,  I  beg  j'our  Excellency  not  to 
spend  an  other  thought  or  give  yourself  a  Single  moments  Uneasiness  on  the 
Occation  —  but  permit  me  still  to  hope  for  the  Continuance  of  that  friendship  that 
you  have  hitherto  honored  me  with,  and  in  case  of  an  Active  Campaign  the 
Pleasure  of  serving  near  your  Person  as  a  Voluntier. 

"Interim,  I  am  with  Every  Sentiment  of  Esteem  Your  most  Ob'  &  very 

"  Hum'  Ser' 

"  AiiT>^  Wayne 
"His  Excellency 

"  Gen'  Washington  " 

*  The  following,  from  the  original,  in  the  Wayne  Manuscripts,  is  the  letter  re- 
ferred to  :  — 

"  Hcarl  QimrUrs  IGUi  feby.  1779. 
"  Deai!   Sir 

"  I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  10">  inst.  expressing  your  desire  to  have  a 
commaad  iu  the  light  Corps.    Jly  opinion  of  your  merit  will   lead  me  chear- 
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farm  in  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania ;  and  his  peculiar 
restlessness  had  been  that  of  the  caged  leopard,  —  it  was 
an  entire  stranger  to  repose.  His  frequent  visits  to  Phila- 
delphia during  that  period,  and  his  intimate  connection 
with  the  leading  residents  of  that  city,  had  placed  in 
his  possession  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  intrigues, 
imbecility,  and  unblushing  corruption  of  the  Congress  of 
1779,  while  his  constant  and  very  extended  correspond- 
ence with  his  former  associates  in  the  army  had  kept 
him  constantly  advised,  also,  of  the  real  condition  of 
that  body.*  He  had  been  well  prepared,  therefore,  for 
any  duty  to  which  he  might  be  summoned  by  his  su- 
periors in  authority ;  and,  as  will  be  seen,  he  had  been 
always  ready,  —  a  very  minute-man,  in  every  sense  of 
the  term. 

A  letter  which  had  been  addressed  to  him,  in  the  latter 
part  of  May,  by  General  Washington,  had  been  mis- 
carried ;  and  as  late  as  the  eleventh  of  June,  General 
Wayne  was  impatiently  awaiting,  at  his  home  in  Ches- 
ter County,  the  development  of  the  future,  which  might 

fully  to  comply  "with  your  request,  as  soon  as  the  Arrangement  of  the  army, 
and  other  circumstances  permit  the  formation  of  that  Corps. 

"  The  Pennsilvania  Barracks  appear  to  be  well  constructed  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  troops,  and  judiciously  disposed. 

''  I  am  with  great  regard  and  esteem 
"  Dear   Sir 

"  Vour  most  obed'   Serv" 

"  G"  Washisgtox 
"  Brigad'  General  Wayne  " 

*  General  Wayne's  voluminous  correspondence,  carefully  filed  with  his  own 
hand,  furnishes  tlie  most  ample  authority  for  this  remark.  In  the  packages  of 
papers  referred  to,  embracing  the  original  autograph  draughts  of  the  letters  of  Gen- 
eral Wayne,  as  well  as  the  originals  of  those  v.'hich  he  had  received,  —  all  of 
which  are  now  in  my  possession,  —  may  be  found  one  of  the  most  complete 
series  of  papers,  illustrative  of  the  political  and  military  history  of  that  period, 
which  has  been  preserved. 
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indicate  his  particular  line  of  duty.  On  that  day,  writing 
to  Mr.  Archeh,  his  volunteer  Aid,  who  was  also  fretting 
for  employment,  he  remarked,  — "  Were  it  not  for  the 
buisy  and  in  all  appearence  Sanguinary  scence  that  begins 
to  open  I  should  not  hesitate  a  Single  moment  about  the 
part  I  ought  to  act  but  under  present  Circumstances  a 
few  days  will  determine  me  whether  to  Visit  Camp  as  a 
Partisan  or  as  a  Volunticr."  *  On  the  twenty-fourth  of 
June,  however,  the  impatient  soldier  had  been  relieved. 
On  that  day  he  had  visited  Philadelphia,  for  the  purpose, 
among  other  objects,  of  purchasing  some  stores  for  his 
family  during  the  approaching  harvest;  and,  on  his  arrival, 
he  had  found  an  Order  of  General  Washington,  calling 
him  to  camp,  for  the  purpose  of  assigning  to  him  the 
command  of  the  corps  of  Light  Infantry,  of  which  I 
have   before  spoken. 

The  original  of  this  letter  is  in  my  hand  ;  and,  as  it 
is  short,  I  will  read  it  for  the  illustration  of  my  sub- 
ject :  — 

"  Smilh's  in  the  Clove  June  21 :  1779 
"Dear  Sir 

"  I  request  that  you  will  join  the  Army  as  soon  as  you 

can.     I  wrote  you  upon  this  subject  before  we  marched 

from  Middle  Brook,  but  as  you  have  not  arrived — It  is 

probable  my  Letter  has  miscarried  or  that  it  did  not  come 

to  hand  till  very  lately. 

"  I  am  D'  Sir 

"  with  great  regard 

"  Yt  Most  Obed'  Svt 

"  G°  Washington 
"  Gen'  Wayne  " 

As  may  readily  be  supposed,  he  had  lost  no  time  in 

*  Autograph  draught  of  the  letter,  in  the  Wayne  Manuscripts. 
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the  transaction  of  his  business ;  and,  after  having  made 
the  purchases  for  his  family,  he  had  addressed  a  letter  to 
his  wife,  and  immediately  hastened  to  the  camp,  without 
having  returned  to  his  home,  although  it  was  not  more 
than  eighteen  miles  distant  from  Philadelphia. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  the  original  letter  which  the  General 
thus  wrote  to  his  family ;  and,  with  your  permission,  I 
will  read  it :  — 

"  ridl'   241I1  June  1779 

"  Dear  Polly 

"  Upon  my  arrival  here  I  found  an  Order  calling  me 
Immediately  to  Camp  to  take  charge  of  the  Light  Corps 
—  which  were  all  ready  formed  &  were  Impatiently  wait- 
ing my  Presence  — 

"  I  have  Procured  you  twenty  Gallons  of  Spirits  a  half 
a  Barrel  of  tongues  &  two  Bushels  of  Salt  which  are  at 
Colonel  Delany's 

"  I  also  enclose  you  two  Orders  for  beef  &  veal  which 
you  can   have  at  anytime  you  chuse  to  send  for  it 

"  I  must  once  more  Request  you  not  to  neglect  the  Edu- 
cation of  your  Children  &  to  believe  me  yours  most 

"  Aflectionately 

"ANTy  Wayne" 

It  does  not  appear  on  what  day  General  Wayne  had 
reached  Head-quarters ;  but,  on  the  first  of  July,  General 
Washington  had  formally  vested  him  with  the  command 
of  the  Light  Infantry  of  the  army,  then  posted  near  Fort 
Montgomery,  on  the  Hudson.  The  original  of  the  "  In- 
structions" which  had  been  placed  in  his  hands  on  that 
occasion,  or  rather  a  fragment  of  that  paper,  for  a  part  of 
it  has  been  lost,  is  before  me  ;  and  from  it  the  Society  may 
learn  the  importance  of  the  command  with  which  General 
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Wayne  had  been  invested,  and  Ihe  degree  of  confidence 
which  had  been  placed  in  that  officer  by  the  Commander- 
in-Chief.*     It    is    as    follows :  — 

"  TO   BRIGADIER   GENERAL  WAYNE 
"  Sir 

"  Having  appointed  you  to  the  command  of  the  Light 
infantry  of  the  line,  you  will  immediately  repair  to  that 
part  of  it  (consisting  of  four  battalions  now  commanded 
by  Col°  Buti,er)  which  is  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Montgom- 
ery, and  take  the  command.  The  infantry  of  the  other 
divisions  is  not  yet  organized  ;  but  it  will  be  done  as  soon 
as  possible  and  the  whole  drawn  together  as  far  as  the 
circumstances  of  the  service  will  permit.  —  The  principal 
object  of  your  present  station  is  to  oppose  any  movements 
of  the  enemy  against  the  Forts ;  for  which  purpose  you 
will  exert  yourself  to  gain  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
scene  of  action,  all  the  possible  landing  places  and  ap- 
proaches to  the  forts  and  to  your  corps ;  with  every  advan- 
tageous spot  for  giving  the  most  effectual  opposition.  You 
will  make  such  disposition  as  appears  to  you  best  cal- 
culated to  answer  these  purposes  and  to  gain  the  earliest 

*  Mr.  John  C.  Hamilton  (llistory  of  ihe  Rejmhllc,  i.  548)  says, —  "From 
this  place,  [iVero  W'uulsoi;']  on  the  first  of  July,  Hamilton,  in  the  name  of 
Washington,  iiifurmed  General  Wayne  of  his  appointment  to  the  command 
of  the  Liiilit  Infantry  of  the  Hue,  and  ordered  him  to  proceed  to  the  vicinity  of 
Fort  Sloutgumcry." 

If  Mr.  Hamilton  desired  to  be  understood  that  his  father  was  the  writer  of 
the  order  referred  to,  he  was  laboring  under  a  mistake.  The  original  is  before 
me;  and  it  is  not  in  Colonel  Hamilton's  handicriting,  either  wholly  or  in  part, 
nor  does  that  gentleman  appear  to  have  had  any  hand  in  it.  Besides,  the  "  Pri- 
vate and  Confidential  "  letter  which  accompanied  it,  is  in  General  Washington's 
autograph  throughout;  and  if  a  copy  by  Hamilton  should  be  found  among  the 
Washington  or  Hamilton  Manuscripts,  it  would  prove  nothing,  as  it  is  incred- 
ible that  the  Commander-in-Cliief,  his  Secretary,  or  even  the  chief  of  his  staff,  was 
in  the  habit  o^  coptjirig  letters  to  be  Jorwardtd^  from  draughts  which  had  been  pre- 
pared originally  by  Hamilton  or  any  other  subordinate  olBoer. 
3 
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information  of  the  movements  and  designs  of  the  enemy  — 
To  this  end,  you  will  endeavour  to  engage  trusty  persons, 
to  go  within  the  enemies  lines  as  spies  ;  and  I  will  enable 
you  to  reward  them  for  their  risk  and  trouble — but  in 
doing  this  I  need  not  remind  you  of  the  necessity  of 
CEConomy  and  the  greatest  caution  to  prevent  imposition. 

"  If  at  any  time,  you  see  a  favourable  opportunity  for 
striking  an  advantageous  stroke,  you  have  my  permission 
for  improving  it ;  as  I  rely  upon  your  prudence,  that  you 
will  undertake  nothing  without  a  sufficient  prospect  of 
success,  and  unless  the  advantages  to  be  obtained  will 
compensate  the  risk  to  be  run  —  When  you  have  any 
project  of  consequence,  and  circumstances  will  permit, 
you  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  it  to  me,  previous  to 
the  execution. 

"  You  will  find  in  the  hands  of  Col°  Butler  a  map 
of  this  country  taken  from  actual  survey  which  is  for  the 
use  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  infantry.  Col" 
Butler  will  also  communicate  to  you  the  instructions 
he  has  received,  which  contain  my  ideas  more  in  detail 
of  the  "    . 

Accompanying  these  "  Instructions  "  was  a  private  and 
confidential  letter  from  General  Washington,  entirely  in 
the  autograph  of  that  officer,  in  which  he  had  conveyed 
to  General  Wayne  further  instructions  than  those  which 
had  been  embraced  in  the  more  general  and  more  public 
paper  which  I  have  just  read.  I  hold  the  original  auto- 
graph letter,  and  with  your  permission  I  will  read  it :  — 

"TO  —  BrjGADR   GENi'    WAYJS'E. 
"Dear  Sir, 

"  Herewith  you  will  be  pleased  to  receive  general  in- 
structions  for  your   conduct — This  you  will  consider  as 
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private  &  confidential.  —  The  importance  of  the  two  posts 
of  Verplanivs  &  Stoney  points  to  the  enemy  is  too  ob- 
vious to  need  explanation.  —  We  ought  if  possible  to 
dispossess  them.  —  I  recommend  it  to  your  particular  at- 
tention, without  delay  to  gain  as  exact  a  knowledge  as 
you  can  of  the  number  of  the  garrisons  —  the  state  of  the 
creeks  that  surround  the  former  —  the  nature  of  the  ground 
in  the  vicinity  of  both  —  the  position  &  strength  of  the 
fortifications  —  the  situation  of  the  guards.  —  the  number 
&  stations  of  the  vessels  in  the  river.  &  the  precautions 
in  general  which  the  enemy  employ  for  their  security. — 

"  It  is  a  matter  I  have  much  at  heart  to  make  some 
attempt  upon  these  Posts  (in  the  present  weak  state  of  the 
garrisons  and  before  the  enemy  commence  any  other  oper- 
ations) if  warranted  by  a  probability  of  success. 

"  I  must  entreat  your  best  endeavours  to  acquire  the  ne- 
cessary information,  after  having  obtained  which,  I  shall 
thank  you  for  your  opinion  of  the  practicability  of  a  sur- 
prize of  one  or  both  those  places,  especially  that  on  the 
West  side  the  River 

"  I  am  D'  Sir 

''Y' 

"  Most  obed,  Serv' 

"  G»  WASmNGTON 
"  New  Windsor     )  „ 
"  July  1«  1779  ) 

Let  us  stop  at  this  place,  Mr.  President,  for  the  purpose 
of  noticing  the  peculiarities  of  General  Wayne's  com- 
mand, and  those  of  the  "  Instructions  "  under  which  he  was 
expected  to  act,  as  its  commandant. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Corns  of  Light  Infantry 
was  composed  of  drafts  from  the  various  regiments  in  the 
service  of  the  Continent;  and  that  it  had  been  organized, 
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as  far  as  it  had  then  been  completed,  into  four  regiments, 
which  were  under  the  command,  respectively,  of  Colonels 
Butler,  Meigs,  Putnam,  and  Febiger.  It  had  been  com- 
manded, temporarily,  by  the  senior  Colonel  (Butler)  ;  and 
it  had  been  posted  near  Fort  Montgomery,  whence  it  could 
be  moved,  in  any  direction,  whenever  the  exigencies  of  the 
service  might  require  prompt  and  efficient  action.  It  was, 
in  fact,  the  Slite  of  the  army  ;  and,  to  a  great  extent,  the 
safety  of  the  Highlands  of  the  Hudson,  and,  indirectly, 
that  of  the  cause  of  America,  were  dependent  on  the  vig- 
ilance, the  activity,  and  the  efficiency  of  that  select  body 
of  men. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  responsibility  which  thus 
rested  on  the  Light  Infantry,  the  commissariat  of  the  army 
had  afforded  but  few  of  the  many  supplies  which  were 
required  to  render  the  Corps  efficient ;  and  General  Wayne, 
on  assuming  the  command,  had  made  no  delay  in  solicit- 
ing relief.* 

He  had  applied  to  General  McDougall,  then  at  West 
Point,  for  a  temporary  supply  of  liquor,  with  some  degree 
of  success.^    His  men  were  almost  naked  ;  and  in  a  lengthy 

*  Tliis  had  been  done  within  thvee  days  after  lie  had  been  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Corps;  as  appears  from  his  letter,  to  General  Washington,  of  the 
fourth  of  July,  1779. 

t  On  the  second  of  July,  General  McDougall  sent  a  note  to  General  Wayke, 
apologizing  for  his  inability  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  latter  for  a  supply 
of  spirits.  On  the  ninth  of  the  same  month.  General  Wayke  addressed  a  letter 
to  "The  Issuing  Commissary,  at  Ciimp,"  from  which  it  is  evident  that  a  loan  of 
rum  had  been  made  to  the  Liglit  Corps,  by  General  McDougall. 

The  following  is  the  language  of  the  letter:  — 

"  Fort  Monlgonunj,  90i  July,  1779 
"Sir 

"  The  Light  Corps  under  my  Command  have  been  much  neglected  in  almost 
every  Article  of  Provision  —  they  have  had  but  two  day's  fresh  Provision  since 
they  Arrived  here  nor  more  than  three  day's  allowance  of  Rum  in  tioelre  clays 
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appeal  for  necessary  clothing,  which  he  had  made  to  Gen- 
eral Washington,  on  the  fourth  of  July,  —  the  original 
draught  of  which  is  before  me,  —  he  had  said :  "  Shou'd 
your  Excellency  think  proper  to  adopt  this  mode  &  give 
an  Order  on  the  Clothier  General  for  the  Articles  men- 
tioned in  the  Enclosed  Return  I  flatter  myself  that  we 
shall  have  it  in  our  Power  to  Introduce  Uniformity  among 
the  Light  Corps  belonging  to  the  Respective  States,  & 
Infuse  a  Laudable  Pride  and  Emulation  into  the  Whole 
—  which  in  a  Soldier  is  a  Substitute  for  almost  every 
Other  Virtue 

"  I  must  acknowledge  that  I  have  an  *  *  *  *  Prejudice  in 
favor  of  an  Elegant  Uniform  &  Soldierly  Appearance  —  so 
much  so  that  I  would  much  rathar  risque  my  life  and  Repu- 
tation at  the  Head  of  the  same  men  in  an  Attack  Clothed 
&  Appointed  as  I  could  wish,  —  with  a  Single  Charge  of 
Amunition  —  than  to  take  them  as  they  appear  in  Common 
with  Sixty  Rounds  of  Cartridges  —  it  may  be  a  false  Idea 
but  I  can't  help  Cherishing  it." 

This  appeal  had  been  immediately  responded  to  by  the 
Commander-in-Chief;  and  I  read  from  the  original,  dated 
on  the  fifth  of  July,  the  prompt  and  satisfactory  answer :  — 

"  I  agree  perfectly  with  you  as  to  the  importance  of  dress 
and  it  is  my  intention  that  the  Infantry  shall  have  a  pretty 
full  supply  —  But  after  all  our  circumstances  must  govern 
and  it  might  have  an  ill  effect  to  make  too  great  a  differ- 

which  article  I  borrowed  from  Gen'  JI'^Dougall  with  a  Promise  to  Keplace  it, 
I  owe  liira  Seventy  live  Gallons  —  must  therefore  desire  you  to  forward  three 
Hnd"!*  of  Rum  to  tliis  place  with  all  possible  Dispatch  together  with  a  few  fat 
sheep  &  ten  Head  of  good  Cattle. 

"  I  am  Sir  your  most 

"  Ob«  Hum'  Serv' 

"AaNtt  Wayne  B.  G." 
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ence  between  the  infantry  and  the  troops  of  the  line  at 
large.  I  shall  direct  the  Clothier  to  endeavour  to  coiriplete 
you  to  a  hat  or  a  cap,  one  Blanket,  two  shirts,  one  "f*  of 
overalls  &  one  "^  of  Shoes  '^  man  and  a  small  quantity 
of  thread  &  needles.     More  than  this  cannot  be  aflbrded." 

On  the  ninth  of  July,  a  letter  to  the  Deputy-Commissary- 
General  of  Provisions  had  indicated,  that,  up  to  that  date, 
the  Corps  had  received  only  two  days'  rations  of  fresh  pro- 
visions, and  three  of  rum,  although  it  had  been  twelve 
days  in  camp ;  *  while  of  forage  for  the  horses  not  the 
smallest  particle  had  been  supplied  by  the  Forage-Master- 
General,  or  from  any  other  source  except  the  scanty  herb- 
age which  had  forced  its  way  heavenward  from  the  rocks 
among  which  the  Corps  had  been  posted. f 

Nor  had  the  supply  of  clothing  and  provisions  for  the 
Corps  been  the  only  matter  which  had  required  or  received 
the  attention  of  General  Wayne.  His  officers  and  men, 
taken  from  different  States  and  from  different  regiments  of 

*   Vide  last  note. 

t  The  following,  copied  from  the  General's  origiQ.il  dr.aught,  will  illustrate  this 
subject :  — 

"  Fort  Montgomery  8""  July  1779 
"  Dear  Sir 

"  I  am  almost  tempted  to  give  you  a  Severe  scolding  &  to  get  you  Kepremanded 
for  neglect  &  Disobedience  of  Gen'  Order's, —  if  our  Uursts  could  sjieke  they  tfou'd 
d — n  you  for  Starving  tliem  —  some  have  gone  to  totber  Country  to  Inform  against 
you  —  the  Officers  have  lost  all  temper —  they  can't  tacitly  submit  to  the  famishing 
of  tlieir  Hoi'ses  —  there  never  has  been  the  smallest  particle  of  forage  on  the  Ground 
since  our  arrival  &  the  little  pasture  that  was  among  the  Kocks  is  totally  ex- 
osted  — 

"  After  this  Representation  of  facts  I  am  Confident  that  you  will  take  the  most 
speedy  &  Effectual  means  to  Supply  our  Wants,  our  Situation  admits  of  no  longer 
delay 

"  I  am  Sir  yours  most 

"  Sincerely 

"  Ajjt^  Wayse 
"  Col"  BiDDLE  F.M.G." 
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the  same  State,  had  been  strangers  one  to  the  other  ;  and, 
very  frequently,  they  had  been  unacquainted  with  the  pecu- 
liar duties  to  which  they  had  been  assigned.  He  had  lost 
no  time,  therefore,  in  ordering  a  supply  of  Baron  Steuben's 
system  of  tactics ;  *  and  a  thorough  and  systematic  course 
of  instruction  was  immediately  instituted.! 

In  addition  to  the  multifarious  duties  which  were  neces- 
sarily incumbent  on  the  commandant  of  the  newly  formed, 
illy  provided,  and  imperfectly  disciplined  Corps  of  Light 
Infantry,  various  other  duties  had  been  especially  imposed 
upon  him,  by  the  two  series  of  "  Instructions  "  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, which  have  been  read  in  your  hearing. 

In  obedience  to  those  "  Instructions,"  therefore,  on  the 
day  after  they  had  been  delivered  to  him,  {Jidy  2,)  General 
Wayne,  taking  with  iiim  Colonel  Butler  and  Major 
Stewart  of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  had  proceeded  to  re- 
connoitre the  situation  of  the  enemy  at  Stony-Point,  and 
the  approaches  to  it,  with  all  the  care  which  circumstances 
would  admit.  He  had  returned  to  Fort  Montgomery  at  a 
late  hour  in  the  evening;  and,  on  the  following  morning, 

*  In  General  Wayne's  letter  to  General  Washington,  dated  July  4, 1779,  from 
which  I  have  already  quoted  in  the  text,  the  following  passage,  illustrative  of  this 
sentence,  occurs  :  — 

"  Will  your  Excellency  be  so  Obliging  as  to  direct  Baron  Stueens  to  furnish 
each  Officer  belonging  to  the  Light  Corps  with  the  Military  Regulations  there  are 
but  two  ortliree  in  the  Whole  Corps." 

t  In  a  manuscript  letter,  dated  "  Fort  Mont?  July  9,  1779,"  addressed  by 
General  Wayne  to  General  Washington,  the  former  remarked,  "  I  cou'd  wish 
to  draw  the  Light  Corps  together  in  order  to  Manoeuvre  them  Sc  to  give  the  Officers 
&  men  an  Opportunity  to  mix  &  become  acquainted  with  each  Other."  Oq 
the  following  day.  General  Wayne  asked  for  a  supply  of  espontoons  for  his  officers, 
sayiug,  "  I  mean  to  practice  uitk  them  in  the  Course  of  two  or  three  day's  of  which 
you  shall  hear  further  "  ;  and  in  General  Washington's  letter  of  the  tenth  of  that 
month,  as  the  reader  will  perceive  by  a  reference  to  t\\id  fac-$imile  of  that  paper, 
the  Commander-in-Chief  inserted  a  reference  to  that  request  and  promised  a  sup- 
ply, after  the  body  of  the  letter  had  been  writteu  by  some  other  person. 
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{Jul;/  8,)  he  had  reported  his  action  and  its  result  to  Gen- 
eral Washington,  at  the  same  time  inviting  that  ofBcer  to 
make  a  reconnoissance  in  person  at  an  early  day. 

The  original  draught  of  the  report  referred  to,  in  the  auto- 
graph of  General  Wayne,  is  before  me ;  and,  with  your 
permission,  T  will  read  those  portions  of  it  which  relate  to 
the  subject  of  this  paper  :  — 

"  Fort  Montgomery  3^  July  1779 
"  10.  OClock.  A.  II 
«  Dear  General 

"  In  Obedience  to  your  Excellencies  Orders  I  have 
Reconnoitre  the  Situation  of  the  Enemy  at  Stony  Point 
&  the  approaches  to  them  in  the  best  manner  that  Cir- 
cumstances would  admit  &  Returned  late  last  evening  to 
this  place 

"  The  sketch  herewith  transmitted  (which  differs  but  little 
from  that  made  the  Other  day  by  Col"  Butler)  will  give 
you  a  General  Idea  of  the  Strength  of  their  Works  on  the 
West  Side  which  in  ray  Opinion  are  formidable  —  (I  think 
too  much  so  for  a  Storm)  &  to  attempt  to  Reduce  it  by 
Regular  Approaches  will  require  time  as  there  is  no  ground 
within  less  distance  than  a  half  a  mile  but  what  it  com- 
mands" 

After  having  minutely  described  the  works  on  Ver- 
planck's  Point,  which  were  opposite  to  those  on  Stony- 
Point,  he  had  thus  summed  up  his  report:  — 

"  Upon  the  Whole  I  do  not  think  a  Storm  Practicable  — 
but  perhaps  a  Surprize  may  be  Effected — could  we  fall  on 
some  Stratagem  to  draw  them  out  —  a  thought  has  struck 
me  that  as  no  party  of  force  has  ever  yet  been  down  or 
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Appeared  to  the  Enemy  —  &  as  I  have  ground  to  believe 

that  an  Inhabitant  living  near  Stony  point  acts  a  double 

part  &  of  course  will  give  them  every  Information  in  his 

power — which  goes  no  further  than  to  the  usual  rout  & 

number  of  the  Reconnoitring  parties — theymay  be  Induced 

to  Attempt  an  Ambuscade  —  or  if  they  shou'd  not  attempt 

this  a  few  of  our  people  Appearing  near  may  bring  a  party 

out  in  pursuit  which  may  give  an  Opening  to  enter  with 

them 

"  shou'd   your   Excellency   Incline   to    Reconnoitre    the 

works  tomorrow  morning  or  next  day  I  will  have  a  proper 

Disposition  made  of  the  Light  Corps  so  as  to  Effectually 

cover  you,  or  Attempt  the  surprize  in  case  it  meets  your 

Approbation  —  the  Troops   at  the   forrest  of    Dane   may 

Co-operate  with  us  if  thought  necessary 

"  Interim  I  am  your  Excellencies  most 

"  Ob'  Hum'  Ser' 

"  Ant»  Wayne 
"  His  Excellency 

"  Gen'  AVashington  " 

On  the  following  day  [July  A)  General  Washington  had 
accepted  the  invitation  to  examine  the  position  of  the 
enemy,  which  General  Wayne  had  thus  extended  to  him ; 
and  in  the  note  —  of  which  the  original,  written  by  Alex- 
ander Hamilton  and  signed  by  the  General,  is  before  me 
—  he  had  appointed  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the 
sixth  of  July  for  that  purpose.*  The  note  referred  to  is  in 
the  following  words :  — 

*  There  is  little  doubt  that  the  Commander-in-Cliief  fulfilled  this  engagement. 

In  General  Watse's  letter  of  July  9,  he  remarked,  "  I  had  a  Person  up  from 

the  Vicenity  of  Stony  Point  last  evening  every  thing  Remains  as  you  saw  them 

except  that  the  Enemy  liave  not  sent  a  Single  party  out  since   we  were  there"; 

and  Chief-Justice  JlARsiiAi.r,,  {Life  vf  Waslunijlun,  iv.  120,)  with  his  usual  pre- 
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"  Dr  Sir, 

"  I  this  morning  received  your  letter  of  yesterday  and 
am  obliged  to  you  for  your  observations  and  the  Sketch 
you  send  mc. 

"  The  arrival  of  the  Southern  post  expected  tomorrow, 
will  detain  me  here  ;  but  the  next  day  I  shall  have  the 
pleasure  of  being  with  you  very  early  in  the  morning,  for 
the  purpose  you  mention.  You  may  make  such  a  disposi- 
tion of  your  corps  as  you  think  proper  — 
"  I  am  D'  Sir 

"  Your  most  Obedient 

"  Servant 

"  Go  Wasuington 

"  IlemT  Quarters, 
"July  4">  1779" 

From  a  letter  of  "  Instructions  "  to  Colonel  Butler,*  the 
original  draught  of  which  is  also  before  me,  it  appears  that 

cision,  stated,  that,  "  to  be  more  certainly  master  of  the  subject,  he  carefully  re- 
conuoitred,  in  person,  the  posts  he  designed  to  reduce." 

It  is  also  worthy  of  notice,  in  this  connection,  that  an  '*  Jixtraet  of  a  letter  from 
Stone]!  Point,  Juli/  7,  1779,"  which  was  published  in  Gaink's  AVw  York  Gazette 
and  ]\'eekly  Mercury,  No.  1447,  Jlonday,  .July  12,  1779,  —  before  the  assault, — 
stated  that  "Yesterday  Mr.  Wasiiixgtox,  with  several  other  Rebel  Officers  were 
recouuoitering  our  Post,  attended  witli  about  500  men,  13  of  which  Number  chose 
to  come  in  to  us  in  the  Course  of  the  Day,  by  whom  we  learn.  That  the  Ileport 
among  them  is.  That  an  Attack  on  the  Post  is  intended.  I  have  no  doubt  that  it 
■will  prove  a  serious  Affair  to  them." 

*  The  following  is  a  correct  copy  of  this  letter,  from  the  original  draught:  — 

"  Fort  Montgovicrij  5  July  1779 
"  To  Col"  Ricii.vRD  Butler, 

"  Sir, 

"  You  will  proceed  with  your  detachment  as  near  the  enemy  this   evening 

as  you  think  proper  ;  your  own  judgement  will  best  govern  you  in  what  mode,  or 

manner  to  reconnoitre  their  situation,  so  as  to  remain  undiscovered  —  You  will  fix 

on  the  most  proper  ground  for  the  troops  to  take  post  who  are  destined  for  the 

charge,  as  also  the  point  from  which  the  feint  is  to  be  made.     Could  you  take  a 

prisoner,  or  any  person  well  acquainted  witli  the  Sally  port,  or  ports,  &  the  Sali- 

ant  angles  of  the  works  it  may  have  a  happy  elVcct  —  I  shall  expect  to  hear  from 
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General  Wayne  had  intended,  on  the  evening  of  the  fifth 
of  July,  to  test  the  merits  of  his  plan  for  drawing  the  ene- 
my from  his  works,  and  for  storming  the  fort  during  his 
absence  ;  *  but,  as  there  is  no  mention,  elsewhere,  of  the 
attempted  execution  of  the  plan,  it  is  probable  the  project 
had  not  been  carried  into  effect. 

Having  carefully  considered  the  subject  in  all  its  varied 
aspects,  on  the  ninth  of  July,  General  WASumcTON  had 
communicated  to  General  Wayne  his  views,  in  a  letter 
which  has  been  preserved  by  Doctor  Sparks  in  his  collec- 
tion of  The  Writings  of  Wasldngton.^  In  that  letter  the 
Commander-in-Chief  remarked,  in  reference  to  Governor 
Tryon's  incursion  into  Connecticut,  that,  "  while  the  ene- 
my are  making  excursions  to  distress  the  country,  it  has  a 
very  disagreeable  aspect  to  remain  in  a  state  of  inactivity 
on  our  part.  The  reputation  of  the  army  and  the  good 
of  the  service,  seem  to  exact  some  attempt  from  it.  The 
importance  of  Stony-Point  to  the  enemy  makes  it  desira- 
ble, that  this  post  could  be  the  object.  The  works  are 
formidable,  but  perhaps  on  a  fuller  examination  they  may 
be  found  accessible.  A  deserter  yesterday  informed  me 
that  there  was  a  sandy  beach  on  the  south  side,  running 
along  the  flank  of  the  works,  and  only  obstructed  by  a 
slight  abatis,  which  might  afford  an  easy  and  safe  approach 
to  a  body  of  troops. 

"  I  wish  you  to  take  every  step  in  your  power  to  ascer- 

you  at  Storms;  should  you  make  any  important  discovery,  you  will  communi- 
cate it  the  Soonest  possible  —  I  wish  you  every  happiness,  &  am  Sincei'ely  your's 

"  Signed  by  order  for  Gen'  Wayne 

"H.   AuCIIER  " 

*  Vuh  General  Wayne's  letter  to  General  Wasiiisgton,  July  3,  1779,  ante, 
pp.  24,  25. 

t  Vol.  vi.  287,  288. 
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tain  this  point,  and  to  gain  a  more  accurate  knowledge  of 
tlie  po:>ition  in  general,  and  particularly  on  the  flanks  and 
in  the  rear.  I  beg  you  to  inform  yourself  as  far  as  you 
can,  and  to  give  me  your  opinion  of  the  practicability  of 
an  attempt  upon  this  post.  If  it  is  undertaken,  I  should 
conceive  it  ought  to  be  done  by  way  of  surprize  in  the 
night." 

This  letter  had  been  followed,  on  the  next  day,  (July  10,) 
by  a  detailed  plan  of  operations  for  the  proposed  assault, 
in  which  the  Commander-in-Chief  had  noticed  the  various 
subjects  which  might  be  necessary  to  insure  success  in 
such  an  undertaking.  The  original  of  that  very  interesting 
document  is  before  me,  and,  with  the  additional  sentence 
in  the  handwriting  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  it  is  in  the 
following  words :  — 

"  New  Windsor 

"  lO'H  July  1779 
«  Db  Sir, 

"  Immediately  upon  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  date 
I  ordered  the  Q.  M.  Gen^  to  furnish  the  Espontoons  you 
wrote  for,  and  presume  you  will  get  them  in  a  day  or 
two 

"  My  ideas  of  the  enterprise  in  contemplation  are  these  — 

"  That  it  should  be  attempted  by  the  light  Infantry  only, 
which  should  march  under  cover  of  night  and  with  the 
utmost  secrecy  to  the  enemys  lines,  securing  every  person 
they  find  to  prevent  discovery.  — 

"  Between  one  and  two  hundi'ed  chosen  men  and  Oflicers 
I  conceive  fully  sufficient  for  the  surprise,  and  apprehend 
the  approach  should  be  along  the  vi^ater  on  the  south  side 
crossing  the  Beach  &  entering  at  the  abbatis. — 

"  This  party  is  to  be  preceded  by  a  vanguard  of  prudent 
and  determined  men,  well  commanded  who  are  to  remove 
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obstructions  —  secure  the  Sentries  &  drive  in  tlie  guard  — 
They  are  to  advance  (the  whole  of  them)  with  fixed  Bayo- 
nets and  muskets  unloaded.  —  The  Officers  commanding 
them  are  to  know  precisely  what  batteries  or  particular 
parts  of  the  line  they  are  respectively  to  possess  that 
confusion  and  the  consequences  of  indecision  may  be 
avoided.  — 

"  These  parties  should  be  followed  by  the  main  body 
at  a  small  distance  for  the  purpose  of  support  and  making 
good  the  advantages  which  maybe  gained  —  or  to  bring 
them  off  in  case  of  repulse  &  disappointment.  —  other  par- 
ties may  advance  to  the  works  (but  not  so  as  to  be  dis- 
covered till  the  conflict  is  begun)  by  the  way  of  the  causey 
&  River  on  the  north  if  practicable  as  well  for  the  purpose 
of  distracting  the  enemy  in  their  defence  as  to  cut  off  their 
retreat.  —  These  parties  may  be  small  unless  the  access  and 
approaches  should  be  very  easy  and  safe, 

"  The  three  approaches  here  mentioned  should  be  well 
reconnoitered  before  hand  &  by  persons  of  observation. 
Single  men  in  the  night  will  be  more  likely  to  ascertain 
facts  than  the  best  glasses  in  the  day. 

"  A  white  feather  or  cockade  or  some  other  visible  badge 
of  distinction  for  the  night  should  be  worn  by  our  troops, 
and  a  watch  word  agreed  on  to  distinguish  friends  from 
foes.  — 

"  If  success  should  attend  the  enterprise,  measures  should 
be  instantly  taken  to  prevent  if  practicable  the  retreat  of 
the  garrison  by  water  or  to  annoy  them  as  much  as  possi- 
ble if  they  attempt  it  —  and  the  guns  should  be  imme- 
diately turned  against  the  shipping  &  Verplanks  point 
and  covered  if  possible  from  the  enemy's  fire. 

"  Secrecy  is  so  much  more  essential  to  these  kind  of  en- 
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terprises  than  numbers  that  I  should  not  think  it  advissable 
to  employ  any  other  than  the  light  troops  —  If  a  surprise 
takes  place  they  are  fully  competent  to  the  business  —  if  it 
does  not  numbers  will  avail  little  — 

"  As  it  is  in  the  power  of  a  single  deserter  to  betray  the 
design  —  defeat  the  project  —  &  involve  the  party  in  diffi- 
culies  &  danger,  too  much  caution  cannot  be  used  to  con- 
ceal the  intended  enterprise  to  the  latest  hour  from  all  but 
the  principal  Officers  of  your  Corps  and  from  the  men  till 
the  moment  of  execution  —  Knowledge  of  your  intention, 
ten  minutes  previously  obtained,  blasts  ail  your  hopes  ; 
for  which  reason  a  small  detachment  composed  of  men 
whose  fidelity  you  can  rely  on  under  the  care  of  a  judicious 
Officer  should  guard  every  avenue  through  the  marsh  to 
the  enemy's  works  by  which  our  deserters  or  their  spies 
can  pass,  and  prevent  all  intercourse.  — 

"  The  usual  time  for  exploits  of  this  kind  is  a  little  before 
day  for  which  reason  a  vigilant  Officer  is  then  more  on  the 
watch,  I  therefore  recommend  a  midnight  hour  — 

"  I  had  in  view  to  attempt  Verplanks  point  at  the  same 
instant  tliat  your  operations  should  commence  at  Stoney 
point,  but  the  uncertainty  of  co-operating,  in  point  of  time 
and  the  hazard  thereby  run  of  defeating  the  attempt  on 
Stoney  point,  which  is  infinitely  most  important  —  the 
other  being  dependent  —  has  induced  me  to  suspend  that 
operation. 

"  These  are  my  general  ideas  of  the  plan  for  a  surprise, 
but  you  are  at  liberty  to  depart  from  them  in  every  instance 
where  you  think  they  may  be  improved  or  changed  for  the 
hotter. —  A  dark  night  and  even  a  rainy  one  if  you  can 
find  the  way  will  contribute  to  your  success. —  The  officers 
in  these  night  marches  should  be  extremely  attentive  to 
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keep  their  men  together  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  guard- 
ing against  desertion  to"  the  enemy  as  to  prevent  skulking. 

"  As  it  is  a  part  of  the  plan,  if  the  surprise  should  suc- 
ceed to  make  use  of  the  enemy's  cannon  against  their 
shipping  &  their  post  on  the  other  side,  it  will  be  well  to 
have  a  small  detachment  of  Artillery  with  you  to  serve 
them  —  I  have  sent  an  order  to  the  Park  for  this  purpose 
and  to  cover  the  design  have  ordered  down  a  couple  of 
light  field  pieces  —  When  you  march  you  can  leave  the 
pieces  behind  — 

"  So  soon  as  you  have  fixed  your  plan  and  the  time  of 
execution  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  to  give  me  notice  — 

"  I  shall  immediately  order  you  a  reinforcement  of  light 

infantry  —  &  more  Espontoons — I  am  with  great  regard 

"  D'  Sir 

"  Y'  Most  Obet,  Servant  — 

"  G°  Washington 
"  Brig'  Gen'  Wayne  " 

This  remarkable  letter  is  one  of  the  most  interesting 
specimens  of  the  handiwork  of  the  illustrious  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. Every  portion  of  the  preparations,  every 
step  of  the  movements  and  the  attendant  contingencies, 
everything  which  might,  possibly,  defeat  the  enterprise,  had 
been  carefully  noticed.  The  preliminary  reconnoissances, 
the  watchword  and  badges  by  which  the  men  were  to  be 
distinguished  from  the  enemy,  the  time  of  night  when  the 
enemy's  sentries  and  officers  of  the  night  would  be  least 
vigilant,  the  precautions  which  would  be  necessary  to  pre- 
vent skulking  and  desertion,  and  other  subjects,  the  most 
trivial  in  themselves,  were  the  objects  of  his  care. 

It  would  appear,  from  a  letter  of  General  Washington 
subsequently  written,  that  a  postponement  of  the  project 
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had  been  afterwards  suggested  by  some  one,  and  that 
General  Wayne  had  opposed  it,  proposing,  in  its  stead,  to 
move  against  the  works  on  the  night  of  the  fifteenth  of 
July  ;  but  if  the  subject  had  been  discussed  in  writing,  the 
letters  have  not  been  preserved. 

On  the  eleventh  of  July,  —  the  day  after  the  receipt  of 
General  Washington's  very  elaborate  letter  of  instruc- 
tions which  has  been  last  read  in  your  hearing, —  General 
Wayne,  with  Colonels  Butler  and  Febiger,  had  made 
their  final  reconnoissance  of  the  enemy's  works;  and  they 
appear  to  have  succeeded,  admirably,  in  the  purposes  of 
the  movement,  the  General  thereby  having  been  enabled 
to  perfect  his  plan  of  attack,  and  to  render  more  certain 
than  before  the  probability  of  ultimate  success.* 

On  the  fom-teenth  of  July,  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
strengthened  in  his  opinion  by  the  detailed  report  of 
another  trusty  officer,  who  also  had  been  sent  out  by  him 
to  reconnoitre  the  enemy's  position  and  to  ascertain  his 
strength,!  appears  to  have  concluded  to  gratify  General 
Wayne  by  permitting  him  to  make  the  assault  on  the 
evening  of  the  following  day,  as  the  latter  had  expressly 
desired  ;  \  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  of  the  hearty  wel- 
come with  which  the  commandant  of  the  Light  Infantry 

*  General  Wayne  to  General  Washington,  July  15, 1779,  11  o'clock,  A.  ji. 

•f  Colonel  RuFus  Putnam,  the  officer  referred  to,  was  one  of  the  most  skilful 
en;;ineers  in  the  array  ;  and  he  had  ever  possessed  the  entire  confidence  of  the 
Commander-iu-Chief.  On  the  ninth  of  July,  he  had  been  directed  to  reconnoitre 
the  works  on  Stony  and  Verplanck's  Points  ;  and,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  tenth,  he 
had  left  Constitution  Island  with  fifty  men,  for  that  purpose.  During  the  eleventh, 
twelfth,  and  thirteenth,  he  had  been  diliRently  employed  in  his  difficult  occu- 
pation, returning  to  camp  on  the  latter  day,  and  reporting,  in  detail,  to  General 
Washington,  on  the  fourteenth,  the  day  on  which  General  Wayne  was  finally 
authorized  to  make  the  attack.  {Manoir  of  Cahmel  Hufitg  Pulmuti,  in  Doctor 
Hiluketh's  Meinuirs  of  the  Pioneer  Stttki's  of  Olito^  76,  77.) 

}  General  Washington  to  General  Wayne,  July  14, 1770. 
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had  received  the  intelligence.  The  note,  couched  in  those 
graceful  terms  which  Alexander  Hamilton  so  well  knew 
how  to  employ,  is  before  me  ;  and  I  feel  assured  that  you 
will  feel  interested,  as  I  have  been,  in  learning  the  contents 
of  that  very  interesting  and  very  important  paper.*  It  is 
in  the  following  language  :  — 

"  Head  Quarters  New 
Windsor  July  14tli 
1779 

"  DK  Sir, 

"  I  have  reflected  on  the  advantages  and  disadvantages 
of  delaying  the  proposed  attempt,  and  I  do  not  know  but 
the  latter  preponderate.  You  will  therefore  carry  it  into 
execution  tomorrow  night  as  you  desire,  unless  some  new 
motive  or  better  infermation  should  induce  you  to  think 
it  best  to  defer  it.  You  are  at  liberty  to  choose  between 
the  different  plans  on  which  we  have  conversed.  But  as 
it  is  important  to  have  every  information  we  can  procure, 
if  you  could  manage  in  the  mean  time  to  see  Majer  Lee, 
it  might  be  useful.  He  has  been  so  long  near  the  spot 
and  has  taken  so  much  pains  to  inform  himself  critically 
concerning  the  post,  that  I  imagine  he  may  be  able  to 
make  you  acquainted  with  some  further  details.  Your 
interview  must  be  managed  with  caution  or  it  may  possi- 
bly raise  suspicion  — 

"I  am  D'  Sir 

"  Your  most  Obed'  Serv' 

"  G"  Washington  " 

*  It  will  be  seen  that  General  Wayne,  in  this  letter,  was  authorized  to  select 
the  time  and  mode  of  attack  (rerjanUess  of  former  orders)  wliich  he  might  think 
best  adapted  to  serve  his  purpose,  —  an  evidence,  by  no  means  uncommon  in  other 
portions  of  the  coiTcspondence  of  that  period,  of  the  great  confidence  which  Gen- 
eral Washington  reposed  in  the  good  judgment  and  military  abilities  of  the  com- 
mandant of  the  Light  troops,  and  an  unanswerable  argument  in  opposition  to  that 
5 
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At  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  Gen- 
eral Wayne  had  responded  in  a  brief  note,  of  which  also 
I  hold  the  original  draught,  in  his  autograph.  It  is  in  the 
following  words :  — 

"  Fort  Montgomery  14"'  July  1779 
"  2,  OClock.  P  M. 
"  Dear  General 

"  I  am  this  moment  Honored  with  your's  of  this  day 
&  note  the  Contents  —  I  shall  effect  the  Interview  in 
amanner  the  least  Suspicious 

"  every  thing  will  be  in  readiness  at  the  time  you 
mention  —  I  shall  do  myself  the  Honor  to  enclose  you 
the  plan  &  Disposition  tomorrow 

"  laterim  I  am  your  Excellencies 
"  Most  Ob'  Hum'  Ser' 

"  Ant'  Wayne  " 

At  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth  of  July 
General  Wayne  had  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Commander- 
in-Chief,  —  the  last  before  he  moved  against  the  works,  — 
inclosing  therein  a  copy  of  his  Plan  of  Operations,  and 
reporting  the  precautions  which  he  had  taken  to  insure 
success.  The  original  draughts  of  both  the  letter  and  the 
Plan  of  Operations,  or  "Order  of  Battle"  as  General 
Wayne  has  elsewhere  called  it,  are  before  me ;  and  I  take 
pleasure  in  presenting,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  the  General's 
own  language,  descriptive  of  his  important  purposes  :  — 

"  Fori  Montgomery   IB""  July  1779 
"  11.  OClock  a.m. 
"  Dear  General 

"  On  the  ll""   Col°=  Butler   &   Febiger   and   myself 

Reconnoitred  the  Enemies  works  at  Stony  point  in  the 

iudefiuite  and  very  questionable  credit  which  has  popularly  been  awarded  to  him, 
as  "  Mad  Authony." 
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most  Satisfactory  manner  possible  —  and  are  decidedly  of 
Opimion  that  two  real  attacks  and  one  faint  ought  to  be 
made  agreeable  to  the  Enclosed  plan  &  Disposition  which 
I  now  do  myself  the  Honor  to  transmit  —  by  the  Unani- 
mous Voice  of  the  field  Officers  present  as  well  as  your 
Excellencies  permission  I  have  ventured  to  add  the  Sec- 
ond Attack  which  is  the  Only  alteration  from  yours  of  the 
tenth  —  I  perfectly  agree  with  your  Excellency  that  an  En- 
terprize  of  this  Nature  don't  so  much  depend  upon  Num- 
bers as  on  Secrecy  &  prowess  —  yet  the  Mass  of  our 
Soldiery  will  derive  Confidence  from  the  Reputation  of 
Numbers  —  from  this  Conviction  I  have  taken  the  Liberty 
to  Order  Col°  Balls  Regiment  Stationed  at  Rosens  farm 
to  follow  in  my  rear  &  shall  give  out  that  the  Whole 
Virginia  Line  are  to  Support  us  —  it  can  have  no  bad 
Effect  —  but  it  may  have  avery  happy  one 

"  I  have  taken  every  possible  precaution  to  secure  the 
passes  Leading  to  Stoney  point  —  for  which  purpose  I 
have  detatched  three  small  parties  of  picked  men  under 
prudent  &  Vigilant  Officers  with  direction  to  Approach 
near  the  Revene  little  before  night  so  as  to  Reconnoitre  & 
fix  on  the  proper  places  to  plant  their  Sentries  as  soon  as 
it's  dark  also  to  secure  Certain  persons  to  serve  as  Guides 

"  I  shall  meet  Majr  Lee  at  Claments's  or  between  that 
&  Storms 

"  I  am  pleased  at  the  prospect  of  the  day  &  have  the 
most  happy  presages  of  the  fortune  of  the  night 
"  adieu  my  Dear  General 

"  &  believe  me  with  everj- 
"  Sentiment  of  Esteem 
"  Your  Most  Ob'  &  AfTectionat 
"  Hum'  Ser'. 

"  Ant^  Wayne  " 
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["  Order  of  Battle," 

Enclosed  in  the  preceding  Letter.'] 

"  The  troops  will  March  at  O  Clock  and  move  by  the 
Right  making  a  Short  halt  at  the  Creek  or  run  next  on 
this  side  Clements's  —  every  Officer  &non  Commissioned 
Officer  must  remain  with  &  be  answerable  for  every  man, 
in  their  platoons,  no  Soldier  to  be  permitted  to  quit  his 
ranks  on  any  pretex  whatever  until  ageneral  Halt  is  made 
&  then  to  be  attended  by  one  of  the  Officers  of  the  pla- 
toon 

"  When  the  Head  of  the  Troops  arrive  in  the  rear  of 
the  Hill  2  FuGER  [Febiger]  will  form  his  Regiment  into 
aSolid  Column  of  ahalf  Platoon  in  in  front  as  fast  as  they 
come  up  Col°  Meggs  [3Ieigs]  will  form  next  in  Febi- 
ger's  rear  &  Major  Hull  in  the  rear  of  Megg's  \_3Ieigs'] 
which  will  form  the  Right  Column 

"  Col"  Butler  will  form  aColum  on  the  left  of 
Febiger  &  Major  Murphey  in  his  Rear 

"  every  Officer  &  Soldier  are  then  to  fix  aPiece  of  White 
paper  in  the  most  Conspicuous  part  of  his  Hat  or  Cap  as 
an  Insignea  to  be  distinguished  from  the  Enemy 

"  At  the  Word  March  Col°  Flury  [Fleury]  will  take 
charge  of  One  Hundred  &  fifty  determened  &  picked  men 
properly  Officered  with  their  Arms  unloaded  placing  their 
whole  Dependence  on  the  Bay'  who  will  move  about 
twenty  paces  in  front  of  the  Right  Column  by  the  Rout, 
1.  &  enter  the  Sally  port  b  —  he  is  to  detatch  an  Officer 
&  twenty  men  alittle  in  front  whose  business  will  be  to 
Secure  the  Sentries  &  Remove  the  Abbatis  &  Obstruc- 
tion for  the  Column  to  pass  through  the  Column  will 
follow  close  in  the  Rear  with  Sholder'd  Muskets  Led  by 
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Col"  FiGER  [Febiger]  &  Gen'  Wayne  in  person  —  when 
the  Works  are  force'd  —  ^  not  before  the  Victorious  troops 
as  they  enter  will  give  the  Watch  Word  ["  The  forts  our 
own  "]  with  a  Repeated  &  Loud  voice  &  drive  the  Enemy 
from  their  Works  &  Guns  which  will  favor  the  pass  of 
the  Whole  Troops  —  shou'd  the  Enemy  Refuse  to  Sur- 
render —  or  attempt  to  make  their  Escape  by  Water  or 
Otherwise,  effectual  means  must  be  used  to  Effect  the 
former,  &  to  prevent  the  Latter 

"  Col°  Butler  will  move  by  the  Rout.  2.  proceeded  by 
One  Hundred  Chosen  men  with  fLxed  Byonets  properly 
Officer'd  &  Unloaded  under  the  Command  of 
—  at  the  Distance  of  about  20  Yards  in  front  of  the 
Colum  which  will  follow  under  Col"  Butler  with  Shol- 
dered  Muskets  &  Enter  the  Sally  port  E  or  d  occation- 
ally  these  Hundred  will  also  detatch  a  proper  Officer  & 
twenty  men  alittle  in  front  to  Remove  the  Obstructions  — 
as  soon  they  gain  the  Works  they  are  Also  to  give  & 
Continue  the  Watch  Word  —  which  will  prevent  Con- 
fusion &  Mistake  — 

"  Major  MuRPHEY  will  follow  Col"  Butler  to  the  first 
figure  3  when  he  will  divide  alittle  to  the  Right  &  left  & 
wait  the  Attack  on  the  on  the  Right,  which  WUl  be  his 
Signal  to  begin  &  keep  up  a  perpetual  &  Gaiiling  fire 
&  endeavour  to  enter  between  &  possess  the  Work  aa 

"  if  any  Soldier  presumes  to  take  his  Musket  from  his 
Sholder  or  Attempt  to  fire  or  begin  the  battle  untU  Or- 
dered by  his  proper  Officer  he  shall  be  Instantly  put  to 
death  by  the  Officer  next  him,  for  the  Misconduct  of  one 
man  is  not  to  put  the  Whole  Troops  in  danger  or  dis- 
order —  &  be  suffered  to  pass  with  life.  —  after  the  troops 
begin  to  advance  to  the  Works  —  the  Strictest    Silence 


38  THE  ASSATILT  ON  STONY-POINT, 

must  be  Observed  and  the  closest  Attention  paid  to  the 
Commands  of  the  Officers 

"  The  General  has  the  fullest  Confidence  in  the  bravery 
&  fortitude  of  the  Corps  that  he  has  the  Happiness  to 
Command,  —  the  distinguished  Honor  confered  on  every 
Officer  &  Soldier  who  has  been  drafted  into  this  Corps  by 
His  Excellencey  Gen'  Washington  —  the  Credit  of  the 
State's  they  Respectively  belong  to,  &  their  own  Reputa- 
tion will  be  such  powerful  motives  for  each  man  to  dis- 
tinguish himself  that  the  General  can  not  have  the  least 
doubt  of  aGlorious  Victory  —  &  he  hereby  most  Sol- 
emnly Engages  to  Reward  the  first  man  who  enters  the 
works  with  five  Hundred  Dollars  &  Immediate  Promo- 
tion ;  to  the  Second  400  to  the  third  300  to  the  fourth 
200  &  to  the  fifth  100  Dollars  and  will  Represent  the  Con- 
duct of  every  Officer  &  Soldier  who  distinguishes  himself 
on  this  Occation,  in  the  most  favorable  point  of  View  to 
His  Excellency  whose  Greatest  pleasure  is  in  Rewarding 
merit 

"  But  shou'd  there  be  any  Soldier  so  lost  to  every  feel- 
ing of  Honor,  as  to  attempt  to  Retreat  one  Single  foot  or 
Sculk  in  the  face  of  danger,  the  Officer  next  to  him  is  Im- 
mediately to  put  him  to  death  —  that  he  may  no  longer 
disgrace  the  Name  of  aSoldier,  or  the  Corps  or  State  he 
belongs  to.  — 

"  As  General  Wayne  is  determined  to  share  the  danger 
of  the  Night  —  so  he  wishes  to  participate  of  the  Glory  of 
the  day  in  common  with  his  fellow  Soldiers  " 

While  General  Washington  and  the  commander  of  the 
Light  Infantry  had  been  thus  engaged,  secretly,  in  prepar- 
ing for  an  assault  on  Stony-Point,  the  enemy,  also,  had 
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not  been  inactive,  but  had  continued  steadily  to  increase 
the  strength  and  number  of  his  defences. 

As  the  Society  will  remember,  the  Point  is  a  mass  of 
hornblendic  gneiss  and  granite,  on  the  right  or  western 
bank  of  the  Hudson,  about  two  or  two  and  a  half  miles 
below  Caldwell's  Landing,  at  the  entrance  to  the  High- 
lands. It  is  bounded  on  three  sides  by  the  river ;  the 
fourth  is  separated  from  the  main-land  by  an  alluvial 
marsh,  through  a  portion  of  which,  at  the  period  in  ques- 
tion, flowed  a  small  brook.  The  rock  gradually  increases 
in  height,  as  it  recedes  from  the  main-land,  nearly  to  the 
extreme  point  of  the  peninsula,  whence,  from  a  height  of 
not  less  than  a  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  it  suddenly  de- 
scends, on  its  northern,  eastern,  and  southern  faces,  to  the 
river. 

At  the  date  of  General  Wayne's  movements,  the  works 
embraced  a  series  of  redoubts  on  the  summit  of  the  hill, 
and  an  abatis  which  extended  entirely  across  the  penin- 
sula, from  its  northern  to  its  southern  front.  These  were 
defended  by  four  companies  of  the  Seventeenth  Regiment 
of  Infantry,  one  of  the  Loyal  Americans,  and  a  detach- 
ment of  the  Royal  Artillery ;  and,  at  about  one  third  of 
the  distance  from  the  main  works,  down  the  slope,  toward 
the  brook  which  flowed  at  its  foot,  a  second  row  of  abatis, 
strengthened  with  three  redoubts,  (on  which  had  been 
mounted  brass  twelve-pounders,)  and  manned  with  two 
companies  of  the  Seventeenth  Regiment  and  two  compa- 
nies of  grenadiers,  the  whole  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel H.  Johnson  of  the  Seventeenth  Infantry, 
also  stretched  across  the  peninsula,  from  beach  to  beach. 
The  various  works  had  been  equipped,  in  the  aggregate, 
with  four  pieces  of  brass  and  four  of  iron  cannon,  one 
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howitzer,  and  five  mortars,  for  which  ample  supplies  had 
been  provided  ;  and  the  garrison  had  been  further  secured 
by  pickets  on  five  different  points  on  the  peninsula.* 

All  these  batteries  and  breastworks  and  redoubts  were 
well  adapted  to  command  the  several  approaches  to  the 
Point,  and  the  beach  on  its  southern  front,  —  the  impor- 
tance of  which  had  been  indicated  by  the  deserter  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  and  by  the  latter  to  General  Wayne, 
—  as  well  as  to  enfilade  any  column  of  attack  which  might 
advance,  from  either  of  those  approaches,  toward  the 
fort ;  and  in  addition  to  these  defences,  at  the  time  of 
which  I  speak,  several  vessels  of  war  had  been  stationed 
in  the  river,  and,  to  a  considerable  degree,  commanded 
the  ground  at  the  foot  of  the  hill.f 

The  immediate  vicinity  of  the  Point,  on  the  main- 
land, was  inhabited  by  those  who,  with  here  and  there 
an  exception,  were  decidedly  timeserving ;  and,  in  many 
instances,  they  zealously  communicated  to  the  enemy 
every  particle  of  information  which  they  could  obtain. :{: 
For  the  purpose,  therefore,  of  preventing  any  bad  effects 

*  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  despatch,  July  25, 1779.  See,  also,  the  Map,  opposite 
p.  39  of  this  work. 

t  See  the  Map,  opposite  p.  39  of  this  work,  together  with  the  remarks,  on  this 
subject,  of  Maiishall  (Life  of  Washinr/ton,  iv.  122). 

J  The  reader  will  recollect  the  instance  which  Gener.al  Wayne  referred  to  in 
his  letter  to  General  Washington,  Jul}'  3, 1779.  I  have  before  me,  also,  another 
letter  of  Gener.al  Wayne  to  General  Washington,  dated  "  Fort  Monty  9"'  July, 
1779,"  in  which  the  former  reported,  "  I  have  a  Small  party  of  Rille  men  hover- 
ing about  there  who  have  orders  to  keep  them  in  Constant  .alarm  —  with  a  promise 
of  20  Dollars  bounty  for  each  Deserter  from  our  army  that  they  take  up.  I  have 
given  the  most  pointed  Orders  to  guard  against  a  Surprize  &  not  to  trust  any 
man  in  that  Country. 

"  I  am  your  Excellencies 

"  Most  Ob'  Hum'  Ser< 

"Ant'  Wayne" 
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from  that  source,  three  small  parties  of  picked  men,  under 
prudent  and  vigilant  officers,  had  been  despatched  by  Gen- 
eral Wayne  on  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth,  to  secure  the 
passes  which  led  to  the  fort,  and  to  cut  off  every  communi- 
cation between  it  and  the  mainland.* 

Having  perfected  his  arrangements,  secured  the  various 
passes  which  led  to  the  Point,  and  reported  his  proposed 
plan  of  attack  to  General  Washington,  at  twelve  o'clock 
on  the  fifteenth  of  July,  General  Wayne,  with  three  of 
his  four  regiments,  commanded,  respectively,  by  Colonels 
Butler,  Febiger,  and  Meigs,  a  detachment  of  Massachu- 
setts light  troops,  which  had  been  moved  from  West  Point 
for  the  purpose  of  increasing  General  Wayne's  force,  un- 
der Major  Hull,!  two  companies  of  North  Carolina  light 
troops,  under  Major  Murfree,^  and  a  small  party  of  artil- 
lerists,§  had  moved  from  Sandy  Beach,  fourteen  miles 
from  Stony-Point. II  So  exceedingly  bad  were  the  narrow 
country  roads  over  which  the  corps  had  to  move,  "  over 

*  General  Wayne  to  General  Washington,  "  IS'i'  July,  1779,  11  O'Clock 
A.  II."  See,  also,  General  Wayne's  "  Order  of  Battle,"  July  15,  1779,  ante ; 
Wahshall's  Wiisliiiif/ttm,  iv.  123. 

t  It  appears  that  Major  Hull's  command  consisted  of  about  three  liundred  men 
behig  the  remains  of  the  regiment  which,  under  Colonel  WEiin,  had  Ijeen  in  ser- 
vice from  an  early  period  of  tlie  war.  It  was  not  a  portion  of  "  the  Lif/Iit  Corps," 
80  called,  as  Jlr.  Lossing  and  some  others  have  supposed,  but  had  been  '*  detaclied  " 
for  the  occasioji,  to  take  tlie  place  of  Colonel  Putnam's  regiment  of  Liglit  troops, 
■which  was  on  duty  at  Constitution  Island.  After  the  assault,  JIajor  Hull  re- 
mained with  the  Liglit  Corps,  although  his  "  detachment "  was  not  retained 
therein  ;  and  when  tlie  dispute  arose,  subsequent!}',  concerning  the  merits  of  the 
several  officers  who  iiad  commanded  at  the  assault,  he  asked  leave  to  retire  from 
the  Corps,  and  join  Ids  regiment. 

{  General  Wayne's  despatch,  July  17,  1779;  Marshall's  \Vasliin<jton,vi.  1'23; 
CAMruELL's  Memoir  of  General  null,  158,  159,  l(i3. 

^  General  Washington  to  General  Wayne,  July  10,  1779. 

II  General  Wayne's  despatch,  July '17,  1779;  Maesiiall's  Wnsliinffton,  iv.  122, 
123;  Cajifbell's  Memoir  of  General  Hull,  158  ;  Gordon's  //islortj,  iii.  208. 
6 
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high  mountains,  through  deep  morasses  and  difficult'  de- 
files, obliging  it  to  move  in  single  files  the  greater  part  of 
the  distance,"*  that  it  was  eight  in  the  evening  before  the 
head  of  the  column  had  reached  Mr.  Spuingsteel's,  a 
mile  and  a  half  distant  from  the  fort.f 

The  greatest  care  had  been  taken,  on  the  line  of  march, 
to  prevent  the  desertion  of  any  of  the  party,  through  whose 
treachery  the  enemy  could  be  informed  of  the  approach  of 
the  expedition  ;  and  the  most  perfect  silence  had  been  en- 
forced throughout  the  entire  route.J 

As  the  different  companies  came  up,  near  Mr.  Spring- 
steel's,  they  had  been  formed  into  two  solid  columns  of 
half  platoons  :  the  right  column  embracing  the  regiment 
of  Colonel  Febiger,  that  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Meigs, 
and  the  detachment  under  Major  Hull  ;  the  left  column 
being  composed  of  Colonel  Butler's  regiment,  and  the  two 
companies  of  North  Carolinians  under  Major  Murfree.§ 
The  celebrated  battalion  of  light-horse,  commanded  by 
Major  Henry  Lee,  had  been  ordered  to  follow  the  expedi- 
tion as  a  corps  de  reserve ;  \\  Colonel  Ball's  regiment  of 
infantry  had  been  moved  forward  from  Rose's  farm,  to 
support  the  column,  should  support  become  necessary;^ 

*  General  Wayne's  despatcli,  July  17,  1779.  See,  also,  JlAitsnALL's  Wnshhig- 
toK,  iv.  123;  Campbell's  Memoir  af  tienefcil  Hull,  loS;  Ieving's  \V<isli!nr/li>ii,  iil. 
504;  Gordon's  History,  Hi.  268. 

t  General  Wayne's  desp.itcli,  July  17, 1779;  Mahsitall's  U'aslii»!jlon,iv.  V22; 
Campbell's  Memoir  of  General  Hull,  158;  Sparks's  Washintjioii,  299. 

I  Irving's  Washington,  iii.  504. 

^  General  Wayne's  despatch,  July  17,  1779 ;  Marshall's  U'ushiufjton,  iv. 
123. 

II  General  Wayne's  despatch,  July  17,  1779;  Marshall's  Waslilnr/ton,  iv.  121; 
M.T.jor  Lee  to  President  Keed,  "  Stontj-Point,  .]i\\y  18,  1779,  11  o'clock  at  niglit"; 
General  Way'ne  to  General  Washington,  July  15,  1779,  11  a.  m. 

^  " .  .  .  the  Mass  of  our  Soldiery  will  derive  Confidence  from  the  Reputation 
of  Numbers  —  from  this  Conviction  I  have  taken  the  Liberty  to  Order  Col"  P.alls 
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and,  as  a  cover  to  the  whole,  the  brigade  commanded  by 
General  Muhlenberg  had  been  thrown  forward,  nomi- 
nally for  some  other  purpose,  by  the  Commander-in- 
Chief.* 

At  the  head  of  the  right  column,  in  its  formation,  near 
Springsteel's,  at  the  distance  of  twenty  paces  from  it, 
had  been  posted  one  hundred  and  fifty  picked  men,  led  by 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Fleury,!  while  these,  in  their  turn, 
were  led  by  a  forlorn  hope  of  twenty  men,  under  Lieuten- 
ant Knox  of  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Regiment ;  in  like 

Regiment  Stationed  at  Rose's  farm  to  follow  in  my  rear  &  shall  give  out  .  .  .  "  — 
General  Wayne  io  General  Washington,  Juhi  15,  1779,  11  o'clock,  A.  ^t. 

*  General  Washington  to  General  IMuiilenberg,  July  15,  1779;  General 
Wayne's  ciespatcli,  Jul}'  17,  1779;  Makshall's  Washinyton,  iv.  121;  Muhlen- 
BEiiG's  Life  of  General  Muhlenberi/,  173-175. 

General  JIuhlenuerg's  brigade,  here  referred  to,  was  constituted  of  the  First 
and  Tenth  (united),  the  Second  and  Sixtli  Regiments  of  Virginia  troops.  JIUH- 
lenbekg's  Life  of  General  Muhlenberg,  172. 

t  General  Wayne's  despatch,  July  17,  1779;  Major  Lee  to  I'resiJeiit  Reed, 
July  18,  1779;  Gordon's  Ilislortj,  iii.  269;  Ramsay's  American  Revolution,  iii. 
107.  Major  Posey*,  some  weeits  after  the  assault,  addressed  a  letter  to  General 
Washington,  in  which  he  claimed  great  honor  for  having  "directed  the  column" 
in  which  his  regiment  (Feiiiger's)  had  moved.  A  copy  of  that  letter  having  been 
sent  to  General  Wayne,  that  officer  Indignantly  denied  that  Major  Posey  was  en- 
titled to  any  such  credit,  and  demanded  for  Lieutenaut-Colonel  Fleury'  the  lionor 
which  has  since  been  generally  awarded  to  him  alone.  Chief-Justice  Marsiiaix, 
{Life  of  Washifffjton,  iv.  121,)  probably  following  the  letter  which  Major  Posey 
had  sent  to  General  Washington,  has  fallen  into  the  error  of  awarding  to  that 
gentleman,  jointly  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fleury,  the  honor  of  having  led  the 
troops  into  the  works,  and  that  of  having  given  the  watchword  before  any  other 
person  had  done  so.  Mr.  Hall,  in  his  Memoir  of  General  Posey,  simply  cited 
Marshall,  and  rested  his  case.  Mr.  Irving  {Life  of  Washington,  iii.  605)  and 
Mrs.  Cami'DELl  (Memoir  of  General  Hull,  159)  also  supposed  the  command  of  the 
advance  guard  of  the  right  column  had  been  held  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fleury" 
and  Major  Vosky,  jointly. 

While  there  is  no  donbt  that  Major  Posey"  held  a  command  in  the  right  column, 
it  is  equally  clear  that  that  command  was  a  subordiiiate  one;  and  there  can  be  no 
more  propriety  in  referring  to  him,  in  that  connection,  than  to  any  other  subor- 
diiuite  officer.  The  Major  discharged  his  duty  gallantly,  aud  all  who  were  with 
him  were  equally  meritorious. 
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manner,  at  the  head  of  the  left  column  had  been  posted  a 
sinnilar  advance  guard  of  a  hundred  picked  men,  under 
Major  Stewart,  and  a  similar  forlorn  hope  of  twenty  men, 
under  Lieutenant  Gibbons  of  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania 
Regiment,* 

While  the  troops  were  thus  being  formed  into  col- 
umns, General  Wayne  and  several  of  his  principal  officers 
rode  forward  to  make  a  final  reconnoissance  of  the  ene- 
my's works.f  On  the  return  of  the  General  and  his  party, 
the  body  of  the  troops  were  made  acquainted,  for  the  first 
time,  with  the  service  to  which  they  had  been  ordered  ;  X 
and  each  man  was  ordered  to  fix  a  piece  of  white  paper  in 
the  most  conspicuous  part  of  his  hat  or  cap,  to  distinguish 
him  from  the  enemy,  in  the  mHee  in  which  tiiey  were  about 
to  be  engaged.  The  watchword  was  also  given  to  them, — 
"  The  fort's  our  own,"  —  and  each  man  was  ordered 
to  give  it  "  with  a  Repeated  &  Loud  voice,"  "  when  the 
Works  are  force'd  —  8f  not  hcforer  § 

The  two  columns  having  been  thus  formed,  side  by 
side,  at  Mr.  Springsteel's,  they  remained  in  that  posi- 
tion, every  man  standing  on  liis  own  ground,  until  half- 
past  eleven    o'clock,  —  within   half   an  hour  of  the  time 

*  General  Watne's  despatch,  July  17,  1779;  Mausii all's  Washiiiglon,  iv.  123. 
Mr.  Akmstkong  {Life  of  Waijiie,  Spnrks's  Amei-kan  Bini/rajili;/,  Fii'st  Series, 
iv.  45)  1ms  stated  that  these  forlorn  hopes  were  "furnished  with  axes  for  pioneer 
duty." 

t  General  Wayne's  despatch,  July  17, 1779;  CAMrnELL's  Memoir  of  General 
JIull,  159;  Ilislor;/  of  tlie  Civil  War  in  America,  iii.  34;  Goudon's  History,  iii.  269. 

X  Casipbell's  Memoir  of 'General  llull,  159.  The  original  draught  of  General 
Wayne's  "  Order  of  Battle,"  as  amemled  by  him,  does  not  allude  to  the  subject; 
although  it  had  been  referred  to  therein  before  the  amendment  had  been  made. 

§  General  Wayne's  "  Order  of  Battle."  The  story  of  "  the  old  ferryman  " 
which  Mr.  Lossing  has  perpetuated  (Fiell-Book  of  the  Revolution,  ii.  176)  —  that 
this  watchword  was,  also,  the  pass-word  of  the  garrison,  which  had  been  obtained 
by  PoMPEY,  the  slave  spy  —  is  probably  an  entire  fiction. 
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which  had  been  appointed  for  the  assault  on  the  enemy's 
lines.* 

Of  the  truant  thoughts  of  distant  homes  and  kindred 
which  occupied  the  attention  of  that  mute  body  of  sol- 
diery, during  the  few  minutes  of  repose  which  intervened 
between  the  formation  of  the  columns  and  the  order  to 
advance,  I  need  not  speak.  That  the  troops  were  men  of 
character  and  sobriety  and  intelligence  above  those  of 
the  great  mass  of  the  men  among  whom  they  had  been 
cast,  is  evident  from  their  position  as  members  of  tlie 
Corps  of  Light  Infantry ;  and  the  feelings  with  which 
sober  and  intelligent  men,  as  sons  and  brothers,  as  hus- 
bands and  fathers,  would  contemplate  the  scene  which 
their  imaginations  would  raise  before  their  eyes,  —  death, 
in  all  its  most  hideous  forms,  meanwhile,  flitting  through 
the  darkness  in  which  they  were  enveloped,  in  every  direc- 
tion,—  you  can  more  readily  conceive  than  I  can  describe. 

The  evidence  of  the  mental  conflict  which  one  of  the 
party  experienced,  in  the  latter  part  of  that  trying  hour, 
within  a  few  minutes  of  the  final  order  to  advance,  I  have 
before  me  ;  and  I  assure  myself  that  you  will  agree  with 
me  that  it  possesses  an  unusual  degree  of  interest.  Gen- 
eral Wayne,  after  having  seen  that  all  his  plans  of  oper- 
ations had,  so  far,  been  executed,  returned  to  Mr.  Spring- 
steel's  house,  collected  his  papers,  and,  with  a  letter,  which 
he  expected  would  be  his  last  message  to  his  family,  he 
addressed  them  to  his  brother-in-law,  Sharp  Delany,  of 
Philadelphia-!  These  he  forwarded  by  a  trusty  messenger 
to  his  old  friend,  General  Irvine,  with  a  request,  that,  in 

*  Geueral  Wayne's  despatcli,  July  17, 1779 ;  General  Hull's  narrative,  in  Cajip- 
r.ELL's  Manvir  of  (lentriU  Jliill,  lOU,  1G2;  IIasisav's  Ameriam  Revuhition,  ii.  107. 
t  General  Wavne  to  SiiAui-  Uelanv,  September  11,  1779. 
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case  of  his  death  in  the  approaching  action,  they  might 
be  forwarded  to  Philadelphia ;  but,  as  that  did  not  occur, 
the  letter  and  the  parcel  were  subsequently  returned  to  the 
General,  and,  with  his  usual  care,  both  have  been  preserved. 
The  original  letter  is  before  me,  and  I  read  from  its  tattered 
pages : — 

"  Sjn-ingStccls  11  OClock  P  M  15'i'  July  1779 
&  near  the  hours  &  Scene 
of  Carnage 
"  Dear  Delant 

"  This  will  not  reach  your  eye  until  the  Writer  is  no 
mor  —  the  Enclosed  papers  I  commit  (in  their  rough  state) 
to  your  charge  that  in  case  any  ungenerous  Reflections 
may  hereafter  drop  from  Illiberal  minds  —  my  friend  may 
be  enabled  to  defend  the  Character  and  support  the  Honor 
of  the  man  who  loved  him  —  &  who  fell  in  defence  of  his 
Country  &  the  rights  of  mankind 

"  you  have  often  hear'd  me  default  the  Supiness  &  un- 
worthy torpidity  into  which  Congress  were  lulled  —  &  that 
it  was  my  decided  Opinion  tliis  would  be  a  Sanguinary 
Campaign  in  which  many  of  the  Choicest  Spirits,  &  much 
of  the  best  blood  in  America  would  be  lost,  owing  to  the 
parsimony  &  neglect  of  Congress 

"  if  ever  any  prediction  was  true  it  is  this  —  &  if  ever 
agreat  &  agood  man  was  Surrounded  with  aChoice  of 
Difficulties  it  is  Gen'  Washington  —  I  fear  the  Conse- 
quences—  I  see  clearly  that  he  will  be  Impelled  to  make 
other  attempts  &  Efforts  i.i  order  to  save  his  Country  — 
that  his  numbers  willnot  be  adequeat  to  —  &  that  he 
may  also  fall  aSacrifice  to  the  folly  &  parsimony  of  our 
Worthy  rulers 

"I  know  that  friendship  will  Induce  you  to  attend  to 
the  Education  of  my  Little  Son  &  Daiighter  —  1  fear  that 
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their  tender  Mother  will  not  Survive  this  Stroke  —  do  go  & 
Comfort  her  —  tell  her  —  her  Children  claims  her  kindest 
offices  &  protection 

"  my  best  &  Sincerest  Wishes  to  M"  Delany  &  family 
&  to  all  friends  —  I  am  called  to  sup,  —  but  where  to 
breakfast  —  either  within  the  Enemies  Lines  in  tryumph 
—  or  in  an  Other  World  —  then  farcwel  my  best  &  Dear- 
est friend  &  believe  me  to  the  last  Moment 

"Yours  Most  Sincerely 

"Ant^  AVavne" 

At  half-past  eleven  the  two  columns,  still  side  by  side, 
were  ordered  to  advance  ;  and  with  death-like  stillness  the 
order  was  promptly  obeyed.* 

As  they  approached  the  marsh  and  the  streamlet  which 
separated  the  rocky  Point  from  the  main-land,  the  right 
column,  with  General  Wayne  at  its  head,  diverged  to  the 
south,  for  the  purpose  of  passing  the  morass,  and  of  striking 
the  beach  which  extended  along  the  southern  and  western 

*  General  Wayne's  despatch,  July  17,  1779  ;  General  Hull's  narrative,  in 
Campbell's  Mtmolr  of  Generfil  Ilidl,  162;  Armstiiong's  Life  of  Wayitc  (Sjinrks^s 
American  Biogrophy,  First  Series,  iv.  45);  HEATH's^l/e/Ho/rs,  210, 211;  Hamilton's 
History  of  the  Republic^  i.  549;  Gordon's  Hisiory^  iii.  269.  Mr.  Lossing,  {Field' 
Bookofihe  Revolution,  ii.  176, 178,)  ami  Mr.  Irving  after  him,  (Life  of  Wnshini/tori, 
iii.  504,)  have  related,  on  tlie  authority  of  an  aged  ferryman  at  Stony-Point,  that 
the  assaulting  parties  were  guided  by  a  negro  slave,  named  PoairEY,  who  was 
owned  by  a  Captain  Lamij,  living  in  the  neigliborhood.  There  is  the  most  indis- 
putable evidence  {(ieneral  Washington's  letter  to  General  Wayne,  July  9,  1779) 
that  tlie  information  on  which  the  movement  was  made  had  been  communicated 
by  a  deserter  from  the  works;  that  General  Wayke  had  "given  the  most  pointed 
Orders  to  guard  against  a  Surprize  if-  not  to  trust  any  man  in  that  Country  ^^  what- 
ever ( General  Wayne  to  General  Washington,  July  9, 1779) ;  and  that  Lieutenant- 
Colonels  Stewart  and  Fleury  had  relied  on  their  own  personal  knowledge  of 
the  ground  {tjeneral  Way'ne  to  Lieutenant- Coumel  Meigs,  Autjusi  23,  1779).  It 
is  highly  probable,  therefore,  that  the  tradition  of  the  ferryman  is  entirely  un- 
founded in  fact ;  indeed,  the  entire  series  of  papers  relating  to  the  subject  disprove 
the  whole  story. 
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bases  of  the  peninsula,  to  which  I  have  heretofore  referred, 
—  the  route  which  had  been  selected  for  it;*  at  the  same 
time,  Colonel  Butler's  regiment  moved  directly  forward 
over  "  the  relics  of  the  bridge  "  which  spanned  the  brook, 
until  it  reached  the  foot  of  the  slope,f  when  it  diverged  to 
the  left,  for  the  purpose  of  seizing  one  of  the  enemy's 
pickets  which  had  been  posted  on  the  lower  part  of  the 
slope,  and  of  assaulting  the  right  flank  of  the  works,  —  the 
two  companies  of  North  Carolinians,  under  Major  Murfree, 
meanwhile  continuing  to  advance  up  the  slope  from  the 
bridge,  directly  in  front  of  the  lines,  over  the  usually  trav- 
elled road,  for  the  purpose  of  a  feint.J 

As  the  tide  was  not  yet  down,  the  right  and  left  col- 

*  General  Wasiiixgtox  to  General  Wayne,  Julj'  10,  1779.  See,  also,  General 
Hull's  narrative,  in  Campbell's  Memoir  of  General  Hull,  162 ;  the  Jlap  of  the 
operations,  opposite  page  39  of  this  work;  Major  Lee  to  President  Eeed,  July  IS, 
1779, 11  o'clocis  at  night. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Jlr.  LossiNG(FRW-2Jooi  of  the  Rei-olulion,  ii.  176, 178) 
allowed  himself  to  be  misled  by  the  stories  of  the  dissolute  "old  ferr_vman"  so  far 
as  to  introduce  into  his  interesting  work  tlie  yarn  wliich  refers  to  the  movement 
of  PoMTET  and  two  pretended  farmers  in  advance  of  the  coUimn;  to  their  seizure 
and  gagging  of  tlie  two  sentinels;  and  to  the  passage  of  the  morass  by  the  assail- 
ants, without  having  been  discovered  by  the  garrison. 

Having  been  thus  misled  in  the  beginning,  Mr.  LossiNG  has  narrated  a  "skir- 
mish between  the  sentinels  on  the  heights,  and  the  adviinced  guards,"  and  the 
consequent  alarm  of  the  garrison;  and  in  the  map  of  the  assault  {Flehl-Booh  of 
the  Revolution^  ii.  175)  he  has  shown  direct!}',  wliat  he  has  only  stated  indirectly  in 
the  text,  ihol  the  rlijht  column  tf  attnck  movetl  up  the  slope  to  the  ivorksfrum  the  west- 
ward, without  havinfj  touched  tlie  be.vch  which  flanks  the  precipice  on  its  south- 
westerly front. 

Doctor  Sparks  (  Writings  of  ]Vashinffton,  vi.  304)  and  Mi-s.  Cajipbell  (.Memoir 
of  General  Ilull,  159)  made  a  similar  mistiike  in  their  respective  maps  of  the  as- 
sault; and  Mr.  Ikving  {Life  of  ]Vashint/ton,  iii.  504)  lias  fallen  into  the  error  con- 
cerning the  negro,  the  gag,  and  tlie  unfortunate  sentries. 

t  Map  of  the  operations,  opposite  page  39  of  this  work ;  Major  Lee  to  President 
Reed,  July  18,  1779,  11  o'clock  at  niglit. 

X  General  W.vy.se's  "Order  of  Battle";  Map  of  the  operations,  opposite  page 
39  of  this  work;  llistori/  of  the  Ciril  War  in  America,  iii.  35;  Major  Lee  to  Presi- 
dent liEED,  July  18,  1779, 11  o'clock  at  night. 
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nmns  of  attack  found  greater  difficulty  in  passing  the 
marsh,  still  overflowed  with  two  feet  of  water,  than  had 
been  expected ;  but  they  finally  succeeded  in  reaching  the 
more  solid  ground  on  the  Point,  after  a  short  detention  of 
twenty  minutes.* 

The  left  attacking  column,  under  Colonel  Butler,  ap- 
pears to  have  seized  the  picket  to  which  I  have  referred, 
and  to  have  approached  along  the  slope  on  the  right  flank 
of  the  enemy's  lines,  without  the  occurrence  of  any  inci- 
dent, beyond  its  due  amount  of  hard  fighting,  which  re- 
quires especial  notice. 

The  right  attacking  column,  at  the  head  of  which  was 
General  Wayne,  on  the  contrary,  while  yet  wading  the 
morass,  was  discovered  and  fired  on  by  a  sergeant's  picket 
which  the  enemy  had  posted  near  the  marsh,  on  the  south- 
erly margin  of  the  Point.f  Of  course,  the  garrison  was  im- 
mediately aroused  ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  feint,  under 
Major  MuRFEEE,  was  admirably  conducted,  and  kept  up 
an  incessant  and  noisy  fire  in  the  front,J  the  assailants,  on 
either  flank  of  the  works,  were  met  with  a  heavy  and  con- 
tinued fire  of  musketry  and  of  artillery,  —  the  latter  loaded 
with  grape.§ 

*  General  Wayne's  despatch,  July  17, 1779;  Marshall's  Wasliiiigion,  iv.  124; 
General  Hull's  narrative,  in  Cajipeell's  Memoir  of  General IlaU^  162;  Hisioryof 
Hie  Cidl  War  in  America^  iii.  35;  Gokdon's  History^  iii.  209. 

t  General  Hull's  narrative  in  Cajipbell's  Memoir  of  General  HuU,  162, 165. 

}  General  Hull's  narrative  in  Cajipbell's  Memoir  of  General  Hull,  163 :  History 
of  lite  Civil  War  in  America^  iii.  35;  Anduews's  History  of  the  TFar,  iii.  293. 

§  General  Wayne's  despatch,  July  17,  1779;  Marshall's  Wusldnyton,  iv.  124; 
Armstrong's  Life  of  Wayne  {Sparks's  American  Biof/raphy,  First  Series,  iv.  45); 
Gordon's  History,  iii.  269;  Andrews's  History  of  the  War,  iii.  293;  Sparks's 
Wailiinyton,  300;  Stedrian's  History,  ii.  145;  Eamsay's  American  Revolution,  ii. 
108. 

Mr.  LossiNG  (FieU-Book  of  tlie  Revolution,  ii.  178,  note  2)  has  called  attention 
to  the  reckless  romance  of  Mr.  Head  ley  in  his  narrative  of  this  movement  (  Wash- 
7 
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By  moving  along  the  bcacli,  on  the  south  and  west  of 
the  rock,  the  right  attaclving  column  was  enabled  to  turn 
the  abatis  with  but  little  trouble  ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
it  was  sheltered,  in  some  degree,  from  the  plunging  fire  of 
the  artillery,  which,  passing  over  the  heads  of  the  men,  was 
lost  ill  tlie  river,  or  in  the  neighboring  marsh.  The  enemy, 
however,  notwithstanding  these  advantages,  did  not  allow 
the  column  to  move  forward  without  serious  opposition ; 
and  every  point  of  rocks,  above  its  line  of  march,  was 
covered  with  infantry,  who,  with  taunts  and  imprecations,* 
poured  down  upon  it  an  incessant  and  well-directed  fire. 
Not  a  man  faltered,  however,  and  with  funereal  silence 
and  steadiness  the  column  passed  onward  without  firing 
a  musket.f 

The  outer  line  of  abatis  was  turned  without  an  effort, 
by  this  movement  on  the  beach  ;  and  the  inner  one,  also, 
was  speedily  passed  or  turned  without  serious  difficulty, 
when  the  head  of  the  column  was  within  the  enemy's  in- 
ner lines.  General  Wayne,  "spear  in  hand,"  stood  by,  to 
direct  the  movement;  J  but,  while  thus  engaged,  a  musket- 

inglon  ami  his  Generals,  i.  326,  327) ;  and  lie  has  pointedlj'  condemned,  in  just  terms, 
tliose  "  fanciftd  rlieloricians,"  who,  "  for  ellect,"  disregard  lliefaets  in  the  preiiara- 
tion  of  tlieir  narratives,  and  wlio  create  or  perpetuate  fiction,  under  tlie  name  of 
"history,"  for  the  sake  of  a  more  extended  patronage. 

*  Loudon's  New  Vork  Packet,  and  the  American  Advertiser,  No.  13G,  Fishkill, 
Thursday,  July  29, 1779. 

t  General  Wayne's  despatch,  July  17, 1779 ;  General  Hull's  narrative,  in  Camp- 
bell's Memoir  of  General  Ilidl,  162;  Marshall's  Wasliinr/ton,  iv.  124;  Tlistory 
of  til e  Ciril  War  in  America,  iii.  35;  Gordon's  Jlistorij,  iii.  269;  SpARKS's  Wasli- 
inrjlon,  299;  Major  Lee  to  President  Reed,  July  18, 1779, 11  o'clock  at  night;  Tiie- 
ODORicK  Bland,  Sen.,  to  Colonel  Eland,  August  4,  1779. 

I  General  Wayne,  in  a  letter  to  Major  Posey,  ("/''o)'«  Mmlijnmertj  28"'  August 
1779,")  said:  "as  it's  too  well  known  that  I  myself  continued  to  direct  it  even  after 
I  had  Pec''  my  wound  —  iS:  that  at  the  point  of  my  Spear — I  at  least  lielpt  to  direct 
the  greater  part  of  the  Cokuuu  over  the  Abbatis  and  iuto  the  Works,  &  to  take 
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ball  struck  him  on  the  forehead,  and,  glancing,  grazed 
the  skull  nearly  two  inches.*  Stunned  by  the  blow,  he 
instantly  fell ;  but  as  quickly  he  raised  himself  on  one 
knee,  and  shouted,  '■'■Fonoard,  mij  brave  fe.lloivs,fonoard!" 
and,  turning  to  Captain  Fishbourne  and  Mr.  Archer,  his 
Aids,  he  requested  their  assistance,  in  moving  into  the 
works,  where,  in  case  his  wound  should  prove  mortal,  he 
desired  to  die.f 

The  troops  desired  no  other  incentive ;  and  tliey  dashed 
forward,  bayonet  in  hand,  climbing  up  the  rocks,  from  the 
beach,  to  avenge  the  fall  of  their  commander,  and  to  sus- 
tain the  honor  of  their  flag.J  The  advance  of  the  right 
column,  headed  by  its  commander.  Lieutenant- Colonel 
Fleury,  led  the  charge,  followed  closely  by  the  regiment 
commanded  by  Colonel  Febiger;  and  as  the  former  officer 
sprang  up  the  rampart,  and  seized  the  colors  of  the  post 
and  the  honors  of  the  day,§  in  broken  terms,  nearer  French 

measures  to  Secure  them  &  the  prisoners  after  (whicli  perhaps  may  not  be  so  well 
known  to  you  Su-  as  to  Other  Gentlemen)." 

*  General  Hull's  narrative,  in  Campbell's  Meirwir  of  General  IlnlL  lG-3 ;  Ai:m- 
STr.DXG's  Life  of  Wayne  {S/uuis's  American  Binr/rajilij/,  First  Series,  iv.  4()). 

t  Captain  Aucheu  to  The  Pennsylvania  Packet,  or,  The  General  Advertiser, 
August  2,  1779;  Maksiiall's  Washinijhm,  iv.  125;  Akmstkoxg's  Life  of  Wayne 
(Uparks's  American  Bioijraphy,  First  Series,  iv.  46);  Sergeant  hxuvi' s  Journal  of 
Occurrences^  274;  History  of  the  Civil  War  in  America,  iii.  35;  Lee's  JJemoirs,  443; 
Ramsay's  American  Jievolution,  ii.  108. 

Thei'e  has  been  much  said  respecting  the  disposition  of  General  Wayxe  after  lie 
had  received  his  wound ;  and  painters,  poets,  and  romancers  have  informed  us  that 
he  was  carried  into  the  fort,  at  the  head  of  the  riijhl  column  of  attack,  —  rather  an 
uncomfortable  operation  for  one  who,  at  the  time,  was  supposed  to  be  mortally 
wounded.  General  IIlxl,  after  speaking  of  General  Wayxe's  fall,  said,  "  He  re- 
mained on  the  spot  [near  the  altatls]  until  the  British  surrendered,  when  some  other 
officers  and  myself  bore  liim  into  the  fort,  bleeding,  but  in  triumph." 

J  General  Hull's  narrative  in  CA^rpnEUL's  Memoir  of  tlcncral  Hull,  1G2;  An- 
duews's  History  of  the  War,  iii.  2U3;  Rasis.vy's  Americaji  Revolution,  ii.  108. 

§  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fleury  to  (Jcneral  Wayne,  .July  21,  1779;  General 
Wavxe's  certificate,  Jidy  25,  1779;  Goudun's  History,  iii.  209.      Chief-Justice 
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in  character  than  English,  he  shouted  the  watchword,— 
"  The  fort's  our  own."  Lieutenant  Knox,  the  leader  of 
the  right  forlorn  hope,  was  close  in  the  rear  of  Fleury; 
and  Sergeant  Baker,  of  the  Virginia  line,  bearing  four 
bleeding  wounds.  Sergeant  Spencer,  of  the  same  line, 
with  two  wounds,  and  Sergeant  Donlop,  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania line,  also  with  two  wounds,  followed  him,  in 
quick  succession.* 

Colonel  Febiger  and  his  regiment  gallantly  supported 
the  five  brave  men  who  were  the  earliest  to  enter  the 
works;!  ^'i^  those  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Meigs  and 
Major  Hull  as  promptly  and  as  gallantly  seized  other 
portions  of  the  defences. ;{:  All  this  was  the  work  of  as 
little  time  as  it  has  taken  to  tell  the  story  of  the  move- 
ment ;  and,  almost  at  the  same  instant,  the  head  of  the 
left  column  of  attack,  led  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stewart, 
and  driving  before  it  the  portions  of  the  garrison  wiiich 
had  opposed  its  progress,  also  entered  the  works  from  the 
opposite  side.§ 

Further  resistance  would  have  been  madness,  and  the 
enemy  —  banishing  from  his  recollection  the  imprecations 
and  the  defiance  which,  with  his  musket-balls,  he  had 

IiL\RsiiALL  {Life,  of  Wmhiniiton,  iv.  124)  stated,  eiToneouslj-,  that  Jlajor  Posey 
mounted  tlie  works  almost  at  the  same  instant,  and  was  the  first  to  give  the  watch- 
word, *^  TJte  fo7-Vs  our  oion^^ ;  and  Mr.  ^A'LI^^  {Memoir  of  General  Po&ey^  Sparks^ s 
American  Biography,  New  Series,  ix.  380,)  on  that  authority,  has  repeated  the 
story. 

*  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fleury  to  General  Wayne,  July  21, 1779. 

t  General  Wayne's  despatch,  July  17, 1779;  Marshall's  \\'uslungion,\v.\a. 
Major  Posey  is  said  (Hall's  Memoir  of  General  Posey,  lSparI:&'s  American  Bioi)- 
raphy,  New  Series,  ix.  380)  to  have  cliarged  and  carried  a  redoubt  mounting  two 
twenty-four  pounders,  which  was  greatly  annoying  the  left  column  of  attack. 

J  Genei'al  Wayxe's  despatch,  July  17,  1779;  Marshall's  Wosliini/ton,  iv.  12-1. 

§  General  Wayne's  despatch,  July  17, 1779;  General  Hull's  narrative,  iu  Cami"- 
liLLL's  Memoir  of  General  Uitll,  1G2. 
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poured  on  the  assailants,  a  short  time  previously,  as  well 
as  the  long-continued  abuses  which  had  been  heaped  upon 
his  prisoners  —  cried  lustily  for  mercy.*  We  have  the  tes- 
timony of  one  of  the  most  distinguished  of  American  Gen- 
erals, written  from  the  Point,  on  the  day  of  the  capture, 
that  the  works  were  filled  with  cries,  on  every  hand,  of 
"3Ierci/,  mercy,  dear,  dear  Americans" ;  and  among  these 
suppliants  there  were  none  more  abject  than  the  New 
York  Loyalists  who  were  in  the  garrison.f  To  the  honor 
of  the  assailants  be  it  said,  not  a  single  man  of  the  enemy 
was  injured,  after  he  ceased  to  resist ; :{:  and,  although  the 
inhabitants  of  the  neighboring  country  rushed  into  the 
works,  after  the  surrender,  and  robbed,  without  discrimi- 
nation, both  public  stores  and  private  baggage,§  there  is 
no  responsible  charge  of  the  least  violation  of  honor  on 
the  part  of  the  captors. 

No  time  was  lost  in  turning  the  guns  of  the  captured 
fort  against  the  shipping  in  the  river,  and  against  Fort 
Lafayette,  on  Verplanck's  Point,  conveying  to  them  the 
information  that  Stony-Point  was  no  longer  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  King's  troops. ||      The  latter  received  the  infor- 

*  General  Wayne's  despatcli,  July  17, 1779;  General  Gkeene  to  Colonel  Cox, 
July  17,  1779;  Loudon's  Ntw  York  Packet,  (mil  the  American  Advertiser,  No.  136, 
Fishkill,  Tluirsday,  July  29,  1779;  Gokdos's  History,  iii.  269. 

t  General  Gkeene  to  Colonel  Cox,  Jvily  17,  1779. 

{  General  Wayne's  despatch,  July  17,  1779;  Marshall's  Washington,  \\.\2i; 
Akmstkong's  Life  of  Wayne,  (Spnrks's  American  Biography,  First  Series,  ir.  45); 
Gordon's  History,  iii.  269;  Stedman's  History,  ii.  145;  Major  Lee  to  President 
Reed,  .Tuly  18, 1779,  11  o'clock  at  night;  Ramsay's  American  Remlulion,  ii.  108; 
General  St.  Clair  to  President  Reed,  July  25,  1779 ;  Sergeant  Lamb's  Journal 
of  Occurrences,  273. 

§  Letter  to  Mr.  Bradford,  in  The  Pennsylvania  Packet,  or,  Tlie  General  Adver- 
tiser, Philadelphia,  Thursdaj',  August  5, 1779. 

II  General  Wayne's  despatch,  July  17, 1779 ;  General  Hull's  narrative,  in  Cami"- 
bell's  Memoir  of  General  Hull,  163,  164;  Andrews's  History  of  the  War,  iii. 
2U3;  Leake's  Life  of  General  Lamb,  223. 
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mation  in  sullen  silence ;  the  former  slipped  their  cables, 
and  dropped  down  with  the  ebb  of  the  tide,  leaving  the 
Point  iu  the  undisputed  possession  of  the  victors.* 

At  two  o'clock  the  entire  garrison  had  been  secured ; 
and,  at  that  hour,  the  following  laconic  despatch  was  sent 
to  General  Washington  :f  — 

"  Stoney  Point  16'i'  July  1779 
"2  OClock  A.  M 

"Dear  Gen"- 

"  The  fort  &  Garrison  with  Col°  Johnston  are  ours 
"  Our  Officers  &  men  behaved  like  men  who  are  deter- 
mined to  be  free 

"  Yours  Most  Sincerely 

"Ant^  Wayne 
"Gen'  Washington" 

On  the  seventeenth  of  July  a  detailed  report  was  sub- 
mitted ;  but,  as  it  has  formed  the  basis  of  the  narrative 
to  which  you  have  listened  with  so  much  patience,  I  will 
not  repeat  the  story  by  reading  it.J 

In  this  brilliant  exploit,  among  the  assailants,  two  ser- 
geants and  thirteen  privates  were  killed,  and  General 
Wayne, §  six  officers,  thirteen  non-commissioned  officers, 
and  sixty-four  privates  were  wounded  ;||  while  of  the  gar- 

*  General  Wayne's  despatch,  July  17, 1779;  General  Hull's  narrative,  in  Camp- 
bell's Memoir  of  General  JJiiU,  164 ;  Lkake's  Life  of  General  Lamb,  223 ;  Theod- 
ORICK  Bland,  Sen.,  to  Colonel  Bland,  August  4,  1779. 

t  For  permission  to  use  a.  facsimile  of  tliis  despatch  I  am  indebted  to  the  kind- 
ness of  my  friend,  Doctor  .Faked  Sparks,  of  Cambridge,  Mass. 

I  This  Report,  which  is  too  long  for  insertion  iu  this  place,  with  its  enclosures, 
as  published,  by  order  of  Congress,  in  The  Neio  Jersey  Gazelle,  Vol.  ii.  No.  64,  Tren- 
ton, Wednesday,  August  4,  1779,  may  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

§  It  is  a  noticeable  fact,  that  General  Wayne  did  not  allude  tohis  wound,  in 
either  of  liis  despatches,  or  iu  the  returns  of  the  killed  and  wounded  appended  to 
his  despatch  of  the  seventeenth  of  July. 

II  Returns  of  killed  and  wouuded,  signed,  "By  order  of  the  General,  Benja.mi.n 
FisuiiOUiiNE,  A.D.  Camp." 
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rison,  Captain  Tew,*  three  sergeants,  a  drummer,  and 
fifteen  privates  were  killed  ;  six  officers  and  sixty-eight 
men  were  wounded  ;  two  officers  and  fifty-six  men  were 
missing;!  and  twenty-five  officers  and  four  hundred  and 
forty-seven  men,  exclusive  of  the  wounded,  were  taken 
prisoners. f 

The  ordnance  and  stores  which  were   captured  were 

*  This  galhmt  officer  liad  greatly  distinguished  himself  wliile  serving  witli  his 
regiment,  as  Lieutenant,  at  the  siege  of  Louishurg,  receiving  several  -wounds  iu 
his  body  and  arms,  and  iu  one  of  his  thiglis,  —  through  one  of  which,  penetrating 
the  body,  a  large  strip  of  linen  was  passed  from  tlie  belly  out  at  the  back,  where 
it  was  kept  during  several  months. 

After  long-continued  and  severe  suffering  he  recovered,  and  returned  to  his  regi- 
ment; and  in  the  hazardous  expeditions  against  llartinii]ue  and  The  Ilavannah,  in 
17G1,  he  served  with  distinguisheil  honor. 

Having  neither  family  nor  political  influence,  he  found  no  promotion,  notwith- 
standing Iiis  gallant  services;  but,  soon  after,  he  piinhaseil  the  Captain-Lieuten- 
ancy of  the  regiment.  He  was  fortunate  enough,  however,  subsequently,  to  attract 
the  attention  of  the  King;  and  in  1771  he  was  promoted  to  a  company. 

He  returned  to  America  with  the  regiment  in  1775,  "where  (becoming  eldest 
Captain  about  that  time)  he,  on  the  appointment  of  the  then  Lieutenant-Colonel 
anil  Jlajor,  to  other  duties,  had  the  honor  of  commanding  that  distinguished  regi- 
ment in  the  greater  part  of  their  services,  prior  to  the  affair,  in  which,  like  Leon- 
id as  the  Spartan,  he  nobly  fell  defending  the  pass;  particularly  at  Princeton  and 
Germantown,  in  both  of  which  actions  that  regiment  earned  so  much  glorj-,  and 
rendered  such  essential  services  as  procured  for  them  the  public  thanks  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  and  the  repeated  applause  of  the  frieuds  of  Great  Britain, 
in  America." 

In  the  defence  of  the  post  at  Stony-Point  he  gallantly  lieaded  a  vigorous  charge 
on  the  assailants;  and  altliough  quarter  was  offered  he  recklessly  refused  it,  and 
continued  his  resistance,  hoping  thereby  to  give  the  remainder  of  the  garrison  an 
opportunity  to  rally  and  repulse  the  Americans.     The  Upcott  Culkctkm,  v.  329,  355. 

t  Major  Lee  {letter  to  Presklenl  Reed,  Jiili/  IS,  1779)  says,  "a  few  got  off  in 
boats." 

J  Return  of  killed,  etc.,  enclosed  in  Lientcnant-Colonel  JonN.soN's  Report, , July 
24,  1779.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  returns  of  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners, 
which  were  made  by  General  Wayne  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  .Johnson,  res[)ec- 
tivcly,  vary  considerably.  I  have  given  the  enemy  the  same  privilege  which  I 
have  conceded  to  General  Wayke,  —  that  of  making  his  own  report  of  his  killed, 
wounded,  missing,  and  prisoners. 
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appraised  at  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  thousand  six 
hundred  and  forty  dollars  and  eighty-two  cents,  and  were 
taken  and  paid  for  by  the  Federal  Congress;*  and  other 
spoils,  amounting  to  twenty-two  thousand  and  fifteen  dol- 
lars, were  also  taken  in  the  works.f  This  amount,  in 
conformity  with  the  promise  of  General  Wayne,  before 
the  assault,  was  distributed  among  the  troops,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  the  men ;  and  I  hold  the 
sheet  on  which  the  aggregate  amount,  and  the  proportions 
which  belonged  respectively  to  the  different  regiments,  etc., 
were  originally  calculated,  —  each  private's  share  amount- 
ing to  seventy-eight  dollars  and  ninety-two  cents,  while 
that  of  General  Wayne  was  set  down  at  one  thousand 
four  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  and  fifty-one  cents.J 

It  will   be  remembered  that  General  Wayne,  in  his 
"  Order  of  Battle,"  had  also  engaged  to  reward  the  first 

*  A  list  of  the  ordnance  and  stores  which  were  captured  was  appended  to  Gen- 
eral Wayne's  despatch,  July  17, 1779. 

t  Compare  the  amount  of  the  stores  wliich  were  taken  by  Congress,  with  the 
aggregate  amount  which  was  distributed,  as  per  statement  in  the  next  note. 

{  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  document  referred  to ;  — 

"An  Account  of  purchases  of  Goods  iahen  at  Stoney  Point;  made  bij  each  Rcijimcnl 
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of  jVrtillery  and  Stores 

Total 

158,640  f  J 

180,055  -g-g' 

^f  /  ^. .  -  JU^-  ^»j/— '-^>^-- 
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five  of  his  men  wlio  might  succeed  in  entering  the  works, 
with  promotion  or  honorable  mention,  and  with  five  hun- 
dred,  four  hundred,  three  hundred,  two  hundred,  and  one 
hundred  dollars,  respectively.*  I  have  the  letter  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Fleury  before  me,  in  which,  in  behalf  of 
himself.  Lieutenant  Knox,  and  Sergeants  Baker,  Spen- 
cer, and  DoNLOP,  he  claimed  the  rewards  to  which  they 
had  respectively  become  so  honorably  entitled  ;  and  in 
which,  for  himself,  as  entitled  to  the  first  honor,  —  that  of 
"  Immediate  Promotion,"  —  he  gallantly  but  respectfully 
declined  it,  if  its  acceptance  would  involve  a  separation 
from  his  command  in  the  Light  Corps.f     I  have,  also, 


"  Amount  of  Shares  in  the  different 

Regiments 

Colo.  FREBEGEKS  Eegt  Share 

526,Vir 

41,530.38 

Colo.  Butlers       do 

505 

30,853.38 

Colo.  Meggs          do 

5121^7 

40,437.37 

2289)180.655.82 

Major  Hulls          do 

«4i% 

35,844.37 

160  23 
20  425 

JIajor  MuKTHEEE  do 

.    IBSt'A 

12,476,87 

18  312 

Artillery 

seiVis 

4.424.91 

2  1131 

General  Waynes 

18 

1.420.51 

2  0601 

JI'^Kenzie  Surgeon  Gen' 

18 

1.420.51 

6300 
4578 

FISH  BOURN 

TA-V 

591.88 

923 

MeCoRMACK 

Ifh 

591.88 

Archer 

6 

473.50 

four  Dragoons 

5 

394.58 

five  Waiters 

e 

394.58 

Riffle  Corps 

lOtW 

808.90 

8,92 


2289^  1 180.663.62" 

*  "  Order  of  Battle,"  July  15, 1779. 

t  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  refciTed  to :  — 

"extract  of  brigade  Light infantiry  orders. 
"  15-  July.  1779. 
"  the  general  Solemnly  engages  to  Reward  the  1"'  man  who  enters  the  work,  with 
five  hundred  Dollars,  &  immediate  promotion,    to  •  the  Second  400-I'. ;  to  the  third 
300 ;D  to  the  4'"  200-D;  to  the  5'h-  IfiO-^;  &  will  Represent  the  Conduct  of  every 
8 
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—  in  a  tattered  form,  however,  —  the  letter  of  General 
Washington  in  which  he  enclosed  a  warrant,  for  the 
aggregate  amount,  on  the  Dej)uty  Paymaster-General, 
and  ordered  the  payment  of  those  claims.* 

officer,  and  Soldier,  who  Distinguislies  himself  on  this  occasion,  in  the  most  favour- 
able point  of  wiew,  to  his  excellency  who  allwais  Receives,  the  gi'eatest  pleasure 
in  Rewarding  merit, 
"it  is  unanymously  acknowledged  that  the  1"  man  on  the  Eempart  has  been. 

l'<- . .  Lt.    col"-       FLEURY.  — 

2U     Lt KNOX     .     pensylvania  Line. 

3.  .  Serj Baker  -  -  Virginia  ...  4  wounds. 

4.. .  Serjeant. ..SpENCER--virginia-  2  .  wounds. — 
6.. .  Serjeant... DoNLOP — pensylvania,  2  wounds. 
"Dr.  gener.\l 

"I  beg  —  the  money  which  I  am  entitled  to  be  Delivered  to  my  men  2'  Lt. 
KNOX  begs  the  Same. 

"  for  my  promotion.  If  I  am  obliged  afterwards  to  Leave  my  command  in  the 
L-  infantery  I  Decline  it.  but  I  would  be  very  glad  to  Receive  from  his  cxceliencj', 
or  from  Congres  some  public  mark  of  their  satisfaction,  my  military  fortune  at 
home  Depends  on  it. — 

"  I  beg  you  would,  if  j'ou  think  it  proper  communicate  my  letter  to  his  excel- 
lency. 

"  I  am  with  the  greatest  Respect 
"Sir 

"your  Most  obedient  Servant 

"  L.  Fleuky 
"  Fort  mongomery.  21'"t-  July.  1779. 

"  general  watne." 

*  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  referred  to :  — 

"  West  Point  August  the  IS""  1779 
"DB  Sir 

"  I  inclose  you  a  Wan-ant  on  the  Deputy  Pay  Master  General  for  Fifteen  hun- 
dred Dollars  to  pay  the  rewards  promised  to  the  first  five  Men  who  should  enter 

the  Enemys  Works  in  the  attack  upon  Stony  point: also  for  One  Hundred  & 

forty  thousand  Nine  hundred  &  Twenty  Eight  Dollars  &  Eighty  two  Ninetieths 
of  a  Dollar,  being  part  of  the  value  of  the  Stores  taken  there,  the  whole  value  of 
which  the  Honourable  the  Congress  with  the  most  generous  unanimity,  as  you  will 
have  seen  by  their  Resolution  of  the  2G"'  Ult"  published  in  General  Orders,  have 
directed  "  to  be  divided  among  the  Gallaiit  troops  by  whom  the  Post  was  reduced." 
Besides  this  last  sum,  there  is  a  ballance  of  Seventeen  Thousand  Seven  Hun- 
dred &  Twelve  dollars  iu  the  hands  of  the  Quarter  Master  General  for  the  re- 
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As  is  well  known,  the  story  of  this  brilliant  stroke  was 
spread  in  every  direction  with  the  utmost  expedition ;  and 
the  Light  Infantry  and  its  gallant  commander  were  the 
theme  of  every  tongue.* 

On  the  same  day  on  which  the  fort  was  captured,  Gen- 
eral Washington,  in  General  Orders,  returned  his  thanks 
—  no  mean  compliment  —  to  the  victors  ;  f  and  four  days 
afterwards,  the  President  of  his  own  State  awarded  to 
General  Wayne  a  similar  meed  of  praise. J 

niaiiulcr  of  the  Stores  that  were  taken  —  which  he  will  pay  upon  your  application. 
These  Two  Sums  are  to  be  distributed  among  the  Troops  within  the  above  descrip- 
tion and  iu  proportion  to  the  pay  of  the  Officers  &  Jlen. 

"lam  D'  Sir 

"  with  great  regard  &  esteem 
"  Y'  Most  Obed  Sert 

"G"  Washington 
"  Brig  Gen'  Wayne  " 

*  SiiAiir  Delany  to  General  Wayne,  July  27,  1779;  Doctor  Rush  to  General 
Wayne,  August  6,  1779;  Heed's  Life  of  Itetd,  ii.  114;  James  Duane  to  Alex- 
andeu  Hamilton,  September  10, 1779. 

t  The  following  is  a  copy  of  this  Order :  — 

"  Head  Quarters,  New  Windsor,  July  IfiHi 
1779 

"  The  Commander  in  Chief  is  happy  to  congi-atulate  the  Army,  on  the  success 
of  the  Troops,  under  Brigadier  General  Way'NE,  who  last  night  with  the  Corps 
of  Light  Infantry,  surprised  and  took  the  enemy's  post  at  Stony  point,  with  the 
whole  Garrison,  Cannon  iSc  Stores,  with  veiy  inconsiderable  loss  on  our  side  —  The 
General  has  not  yet  received  the  particulars  of  the  aft'air,  but  He  has  the  satisfac- 
tion to  learn,  that  the  otficers  and  men  iu  general,  gloriously  distinguished  them- 
selves in  the  attack.  — 

"  He  requests  the  Brigadier  and  his  whole  Corps  to  accept  his  warmest  thanks, 
for  the  good  conduct  and  signal  bravery,  manifested  upon  tlie  occasion  — 

"  Extract  from  General  Orders 

"  Alexd"  Scammell  Adj'  Gen'  " 

t  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  referred  to:  — 

"  Pliihul.  July  20. 1770 

"  De.VK  GEXEn.VL 

"  Untill  you  receive  more  Substantial  JIarks  of  Honour  &  publick  Keg.ird  accept 
the  kind,  &:  sincere  Congi'atulatlons  of  one  of  your  best  Friends,  on  your  late  Sue- 
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• 

On  the  twenty-sixth  of  July  the  United  States  of 
America,  in  Congress  assembled,  formally  resolved  their 
thanks;*  and  the  letter  of  John  Jay,  the  President  of 
the  Congress,  enclosing  the  resolutions  referred  to,  is  be- 
fore me.  The  importance  which  attaches  to  these  papers 
will  be  my  apology  for  reading  them  ;  and  I  ask  your 
attention  while  I  do  so. 

"Philadelphia  27"'  July  1779 
"Sm 

"  Your  late  glorious  Atchievements  have  merited,  and 
now  receive  the  Approbation  and  Thanks  of  your  Country. 
They  are  contained  in  the  enclosed  act  of  Congress  which 
I  have  the  Honor  to  transmit. 

"  This  brilliant  action  adds  fresh  Lustre  to  our  Arms,  & 
will  teach  the  Enemy  to  respect  our  Power  if  not  to  imi- 
tate our  Humanity.  You  have  nobly  reaped  Laurels  in 
the  Cause  of  your  Country,  &  in  Fields  of  Danger  and 
Death  May  these  prove  the  earnest  of  more  and  may 
Victory  ever  bear  your  Standard,  and  Providence  be  your 

Shield.  — 

"  I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Sir  with  great  Respect 

and  Esteem 

"  Your  most  obed'  &  hble  Servt 
"John  Jay  — 
"  Presid' 
"  Brigadier  General  Wayne  " 

cess.    It  is  not  the  Surprize  of  a  Post,  or  the  Capture  of  500  Men.  that  pleases  me 
so  much,  as  tlie  Manner  &  Aililress  witli  which  it  lias  been  executed.     You  have 
played  tlieir  own  Game  upon  them  &  eclipsed  the  Glory  of  the  British  Eaj-onet,  of 
which  we  have  heard  so  much  — 
"  God  grant  you  Health  &  long  Life  to  enjoy  your  Laurels. 

"  Yours  most  sincerely 

".Jos  Reed." 

See,  also,  President  Reku's  letter  to  Culoncl  P>i!ODHE.\t),  .July  21,  1770. 
*  Journals  of  Congress,  July  20,  1770  (Clai'poole's  edit.  17S2,  v.  206,  200). 
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The  following  are  the  "Thanks"  referred  to  by  Mr. 
Jay  :  — 

"  In  Congress,  July  26  1779 

"  On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

"  Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress 
be  presented  to  brigadier  general  Wayne,  for  his  brave, 
prudent,  and  soldierly  conduct  in  the  spirited  and  well 
conducted  attack  of  Stoney  Point. 

"  Resolved,  unanimously,  That  Congress  entertain  a 
proper  sense  of  the  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers under  the  command  of  brigadier  general  Wayne, 
in  the  assault  of  the  enemy's  works  at  Stoney  Point,  and 
highly  commend  the  coolness,  discipline,  and  firm  intre- 
pidity exhibited  on  that  occasion. 

"  Resolved,  unanimously,  That  lieutenant  colonel  Fleury 
and  major  Stewart,  who  by  their  situation  in  leading  the 
two  attacks  had  a  more  immediate  opportunity  of  distin- 
guishing themselves,  have  by  their  personal  achievements 
exhibited  a  bright  example  to  their  brother  soldiers,  and 
merit  in  a  particular  manner  the  approbation  and  acknowl- 
edgement of  the  United  States. 

"  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  Congress  warmly  approve 
and  applaud  the  cool,  determined  spirit  with  which  lieu- 
tenant Gibbons  and  lieutenant  Knox  led  on  the  forlorn 
hope,  braving  danger  and  death  in  the  cause  of  their 
country. 

^^  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  a  medal,  emblematical 
of  this  action,  be  struck :  — 

"  That  one  of  gold  be  presented  to  brigadier  general 
Wayne,  and  a  silver  one  to  lieutenant  colonel  Fleury 
and  Major  Stewart  respectively.* 

*  I'lic  following  descriptious,  from  Doctor  MiSASK's  Description  of  su7ne  Jlcdals, 
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^^  Resolved,  unanimously,   That  brevets   of  captain  be 
given  to  lieutenant  Gibbons  and  lieutenant  Knox  : 

etc.,  in  the  Collections  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Third  Series,  iv.  301- 
303,  will  interest  the  reader:  — 

General  Wayne's.  "Device.  An  Indian  Queen  crowned;  a  quiver  on  her 
back;  and  wearing  a  short  apron  of  feathers:  a  mantle  hangs  from  her  waist  be- 
hind: the  upper  end  of  the  mantle  appears  as  if  piissed  through  the  girdle  of  her 
apron,  and  hangs  gracefully  by  her  left  side.  She  is  presenting,  witli  her  right  hand, 
a  wreath  to  General  Wayne,  who  receives  it  gi'acefully.  In  her  left  hand,  the  Queen 
is  holding  up  a  crown  towards  the  General.  On  her  left,  and  at  her  feet,  an  alli- 
gator is  stretched  out.  She  stands  on  a  bow:  a  shield,  with  the  American  stripes, 
rests  against  her  left  knee. 

"Legend.  ANTO>;iO  WAYNE,  DUCI  EXERCITUS  COMITIA  AJlEPtl- 
CANA. 

"Reverse.  Device.  A  fort  with  two  turrets,  on  the  top  of  a  hill:  the  British 
flag  flj'ing:  troops  in  single  or  Indian  file,  advancing  in  the  front  and  rear  up  the 
hill:  numbers  lying  at  the  bottom.  Troops  advancing  in  front,  at  a  distance,  on 
the  edge  of  the  river:  another  party  to  the  riglit  of  the  fort.  A  piece  of  :n'tillery 
posted  on  the  plain,  so  as  to  bear  upon  the  fort:  ammunition  on  the  ground:  six 
vessels  in  the  river. 

"Lerjend.     STONEY  POINT   EXPUGNATUJI. 

"Exergue.    XV.  JUL.  MDCCLXXIX." 

It  is  said  of  this  medal,  in  another  place  in  the  same  volume,  (p.  302,)  that  it 
"  is  superbly  executed,  and  most  tastefully  designed.  The  description  is  taken 
from  the  original  in  the  possession  of  General  Wayne's  son.  It  weighs  6.3  dwt. 
18  grains." 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Fleury's.  "Device.  A  soldier  helmetted  and  standing 
ag.ainst  the  ruins  of  a  fort:  his  right  hand  extended,  holding  a  sword  upright:  the 
staff  of  a  stand  of  colours  reversed  in  his  left:  the  colours  under  his  feet:  his  right 
kuee  drawn  up,  as  if  in  the  act  of  stamping  on  them. 

"Legend.  VIRTUTIS  ET  AUDACl.E  JIOXUM.  ET  PR.EJnUJI  D.  DE 
FLEURY  EQUITI  GALLO  PRIMO  SUPER  MUROS  RESP.  AMERIC. 
D.   D. 

"Jieverse.  Two  water  batteries,  three  guns  each:  one  battery  firing  at  a  vessel : 
a  fort  on  a  hill:  flag  flying:  river  in  front:  six  vessels  before  the  fort. 

"Legend.    AGGERES   PALUDES    IIOSTES   VICTI. 

"Exergue.    STONY  PT.  EXPUGN.  XV.  JUL.  MDCCLXXIX." 

The  following,  from  The  Pennsylvania  Packet,  and  General  Advertiser,  No.  16.50, 
Philadelphia,  Thursday,  January  22,  1784,  contains  a  narrative  of  the  presentation 
of  this  medixl:  — 

"Paris,  Oct.  17.  Dr.  Franklin  has  lately  delivered  to  the  sieur  de  Fleury, 
major  of  the  regiment  of  the  Saintouge  and  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  service  of  the 
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"  That  the  brevet  of  captain  be  given  to  Mr.  Archer,  the 
bearer  of  the  general's  letter  and  volunteer  aid  to  brigadier 
general  Wayne  :  * 

"  That  Congress  approve  the  promises  of  reward  made 
by  brigadier  general  Wayne,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
commander  in  chief,  to  the  troops  under  his  command  : 

"  That  the  value  of  the  military  stores  taken  at  Stoney- 
Point  be  ascertained  and  divided  among  the  gallant  troops 
by  whom  it  was  reduced,  in  such  manner  and  proportion 
as  the  commander  in  chief  shall  prescribe." 

Private  letters  of  congratulation,  from  every  quarter, 
also  poured  in ;  and  the  enemy  himself,  in  paying  hom- 

L'nited  States  of  America,  a  medal  which  lias  been  decreed  for  him  by  Congress, 
after  taking  of  Stoney  Point.  That  fort  which  was  defended  by  30  pieces  of  can- 
non and  600  piclied  men,  was  carried  in  the  night  of  the  15th  July,  1779,  by  a  de- 
tachment of  1100  men  under  the  command  of  gen,  Wayne.  The  sieur  de  Fleuky 
•who  commanded  the  van  guard,  leaped  first  into  the  intrenchments,  and  struck 
down  with  his  own  hand  the  English  flag." 

Major  Stewart's.  "i)eivce.  America  personified  in  an  Indian  queen,  is  pre- 
senting a  palm  branch  to  Captain  Stewart:  a  quiver  hangs  at  her  back:  her  bow 
and  an  alligator  are  at  her  feet;  with  her  left  hand  she  supports  a  shield  inscribed 
with  the  American  stripes,  and  resting  on  the  ground. 

"Legtml.  JOHANNI  STEWART  COHORTIS  PEEFECTO  COMITIA 
AMERICANA. 

"Jieverse.  A  fortress  on  a  eminence:  in  the  foreground,  an  ofiicer  cheering  his 
men,  who  are  following  him  over  abulis  with  charged  bayonets,  in  pursuit  of  a  fly- 
ing enemy:  troops  in  Indian  files  ascending  tlje  hill  to  the  storm,  fi-ont  and  rear : 
troops  advancing  from  the  shore:  ships  in  sight. 

"Exergue.     STONEY  POINT  OPPUGNATUM,  XV.  JUL.  MDCCLXXIX." 

*  The  following  paragraph  will  indicate  the  character  and  position  of  Mr. 
Archer:  — 

"  Philadelphia,  October  27.  On  Friday  last  arrived  In  this  city  Henry 
Archer,  Esq;  This  young  gentleman,  we  are  told,  has  been  educated  at  a  mili- 
taiy  school  in  England,  where  he  owned  a  handsome  fortune,  which  he  has  lately 
sold,  in  order  to  emhirrk  as  a  volunteer  in  the  American  army,  in  defence  of  the 
liberties  and  independence  of  America." — Holt's  New  York  Journal,  and  the  Gen- 
eral Advertiser,  No.  1800,  Poughkeepsie,  Monday,  November  23,  1778. 
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age  to  their  daring  as  soldiers,  and  to  tlieir  tempered  mercy 
as  victors,*  rendered  no  insignificant  reward  to  General 
Wayne  and  his  gallant  comrades,  —  the  heroes  of  Stony- 
Point. 

#  Andeews's  History  of  the  War,  iii.  292,  293 ;  Stedman's  ITislonj,  n.  145 ;  An- 
nual liegister  far  1779, 192-194;  Sergeant  Lahib's  Journal  of  Occurrences,  273. 
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I. 

PAPERS  RELATrVG  TO  THE  CAPTURE  OF  STONY-POINT 
BY  THE  BRITISH,  MAY  31,  1779. 


I.   OF^ICL^X  DESPATCHES  FROM  THE  RESPECTIVE 
COMJLVNDEUS. 


1.  SIR  HENRY  CLINTON'S  DESPATCH  TO  LORD  GEORGE   GERJIAIN. 

[From  the  London  Gtizctte,  July  10, 1779.] 

Yesterday  afternoon  Captain  Fraser,  late  of  tlie  Guards,  and  now 
in  the  Fourth  regiment,  arrived  at  this  office  in  twenty  days  from  New- 
York,  with  despatches  from  General  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  Knight  of 
the  Bath,  to  the  Right  Honorable  Lord  George  Gerifain,  one  of  his 
Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  of  which  the  following  are  ex- 
tracts :  — 

extract   of   a    letter    from   general    sir    henry   CLINTON, 
KNIGHT    OF    THE    BATH,   TO   LORD   GEORGE   GERMAIN. 

Mead-quarters,  Phillijisburg,  June  IS""  1779. 

I  had  the  honour  to  transmit  to  jour  Lordship,  in  my  dispatches  of 
the  16th  and  19Hi  ult,  forwarded  by  the  Carteret  Packet,  copies  of  letters 
which  I  had  just  then  received  from  Major-general  ^Iatiiew,  and  Com- 
modore Sir  George  Collier,  giving  an  account  of  their  success  in 
Chesapeake  Bay ;  and  I  likewise  inclosed  a  copy  of  my  instructions  to 
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Major-general  Matiiew.  I  now  send  a  copy  of  the  letter  wliioh  I  re- 
ceived afterwards  from  General  Matiiew.  The  whole  fleet  returned 
here  on  the  29"!  of  May. 

Having  ever  been  sensible  of  the  importance  of  the  posts  of  Stoney 
Point  and  Verplanks,  the  most  direct  and  convenient  communication  be- 
tween the  provinces  on  either  side  of  Hudson's  river,  I  have  conceived 
no  hour  could  be  better  chosen  to  possess  myself  of  them,  than  when  the 
enemy's  works  should  be  nearly  compleated :  in  these  opinions,  it  has  been 
made  the  first  operation  of  the  campaign.  With  the  advantages  derived 
from  the  enemy's  labour,  I  liave  been  able,  with  little  work  and  few  mate- 
rials, to  establish  at  this  pass  a  post  of  tolerable  security. 

I  shall  not  trouble  your  Lordship  with  a  detail  of  the  movements  for 
this  purpose,  but  content  myself  with  informing  you,  that  the  troops  des- 
tined for  this  service,  under  Major-general  Vaugiian,  were  joined  after 
their  embarkation  by  the  corps  from  Virginia,  which  arrived  in  just  time 
to  proceed  with  him  up  the  North  River  on  the  30"i  of  j\Iay. 

In  the  morning  of  the  SI''  Major-general  Vaughax  landed  with  the 
gross  of  his  command  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  eight  miles  below 
Verplanks,  whilst  the  seventeenth,  sixty-third,  and  sixty-fourth  regiments, 
with  one  hundred  Yagers,  which  I  accompanied,  proceeded  to  within 
three  miles  of  Stoney  Point,  where  they  landed  under  Lieutenant  Colouel 
Johnson.  On  the  ships  coming  in  view,  the  rebels  evacuated  their 
works,  which  were  in  some  forwardness,  and  set  fire  to  a  large  block 
house.  As  the  troops  approached  to  take  possession,  they  made  some 
shew  of  resistance,  by  drawing  up  upon  the  hills,  but  did  not  wait  a  con- 
flict. 

Sir  George  Collier  favoured  the  expedition  with  the  assistance  of 
the  galleys  and  gun-boats  of  the  fleet  under  his  own  direction  ;  these  ex- 
changed some  shot  with  Fort  la  Fayette,  a  small  but  compleat  work  on 
the  east  side  of  the  river ;  whilst  the  troops  were  possessing  themselves  of 
the  heights  of  Stoney  Point,  which  commanded  it. 

In  the  night,  the  artillery,  which  I  found  necessary,  was  landed,  and 
Major-general  Pattison  assumed  the  command.  His  exertions  and 
good  arrangements,  seconded  by  the  chearful  labour  of  the  troops,  gave  me 
the  satisfaction  of  seeing  a  battery  of  cannon  and  mortars  opened  at  five 
the  ne.xt  morning  on  the  summit  of  this  difficult  rock.  Their  effect  was 
soon  perceived,  as  well  as  that  of  the  galleys.  General  Vauohan  ap- 
pearing at  this  lime  in  the  rear  of  the  fort,  prevented  the  retreat  which 
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the  enemy  were  concerting.  Under  these  circumstances,  they  doliverod 
themselves  into  our  hands  upon  the  terms  of  humane  treatment,  which  I 
promised  them. 

The  fort  mounted  four  pieces  of  artillery,  and  the  garrison  consisted 
of  one  Captain,  three  Lieutenants,  a  Surgeon's  mate,  and  seventy  pri- 
vates. 

I  have  much  satisfaction  in  acquainting  your  Lordship,  tliat  this  little 
success  was  effected  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man,  and  that  only  one 
Yager  was  wounded  on  the  occasion. 


2.  SIR  GEORGE  COLLIER'S  DESPATCH  TO  THE  ADiMIRALTY. 
[From  the  London  Gazette,  July  13,  1779.] 

Admiraliij  Office,  July  13. 

The  letters  from  Sir  Geouge  Collier,  Commander-in-Chief  of  his 
Majesty's  ships  in  North  America,  to  Mr.  Stephens,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing are  extracts  and  copies,  were  received  on  Saturday  evening  too 
late  to  be  inserted  in  the  Gazette. 

Enisonabk,  off  New  -  i'urk,  June  14.  1779. 

SiK, 

In  my  letter  to  you  of  yesterday,  I  mentioned  the  men  of  war  and 
transports  under  my  command  arriving  here  on  the  29"i  of  last  month 
from  Virginia ;  you  will  be  pleased  to  acquaint  their  Lordships,  that 
immediately  on  my  anchoring,  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  army 
informed  me  of  his  intention  to  proceed  on  an  expedition  up  the  North 
river,  to  reduce  the  works  the  rebels  had  thrown  up  at  Verplanks  and 
Stoney-Point,  for  the  security  of  the  important  pass  of  King's  Ferry; 
the  General  expressing  a  wish  for  my  being  present,  and  to  have  the 
'assistance  of  the  troops  returned  from  Virginia,  I  directed  the  trans- 
ports to  move  up  Hudson's  River  immediately,  and  accompanied  them  in 
the  llaisonable,  having  also  with  me  the  Camilla,  Vulture  sloop,  Co7-n- 
wallis,  Crane,  and  Philadelphia  galleys,  and  two  gun-boats.  We  passed 
the  chevaux-de-frixe  without  any  accident,  and  came  to,  with  the  Raison- 
aUe,  about  eight  miles  above  Dobbs  Ferry  ;  I  then  went  into  the  Camilla, 
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and  procee<ling  on  with  the  transports,  anchored  just  out  of  random  shot 
of  Fort  la  Fayette,  which  the  rebels  had  erected  on  Verplanks  Point; 
Major-general  Vaugiian,  with  a  part  of  the  army,  landing  on  the  East 
side,  and  Sir  Henry  Cli.vton',  with  Major-general  Pattisox  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  troops,  on  the  opposite  shoi'c,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
Stoney  Point,  an  exeeeding  strong  post,  where  the  rebels  were  erecting 
a  block-house,  and  fortifying  the  heights.  On  our  approach  they  quitted 
their  works,  and  set  them  on  fire,  escaping  to  the  mountains.  The  troops 
soon  took  possession,  and,  with  infinite  fatigue  and  labour,  heavy  cannon 
were  dragged  up  a  steep  precipice  from  a  very  bad  landing-place  ;  the 
three  galleys  being  advanced  fired  upon  Fort  la  Fayette,  which  was  re- 
turned by  the  rebels.  Major-general  Pattison,  of  the  artillery,  had, 
with  indefatigable  perseverance,  erected  two  batteries  (one  of  which  were 
mortars)  during  the  night,  and  at  dawn  of  day  began  to  play  upon  the 
rebel  fort ;  the  distance  across  the  river  being  about  a  thousand  yards, 
and  was  commanded  by  the  high  ground  of  Stoney  Point:  the  cannonad- 
ing continued  all  day,  during  which  General  Vaughan  and  his  division 
marched  round,  and  completely  invested  the  enemy's  post. 

So  soon  as  it  was  dark  I  ordered  the  Vnllure  and  Cornwallis  galley, 
to  pass  the  fort,  and  anchor  above  it,  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  rebels 
by  water ;  this  was  done  without  damage,  and  had  the  intended  effect ; 
the  fire  from  our  batteries  and  gallies  being  now  much  superior  to  that  of 
the  enemy,  they  beat  the  chaniade ;  the  cannonading  ceased ;  a  flag  of 
truce  was  sent  in  to  summons  them,  and  they  consented  to  surrender  the 
fort  and  their  arms,  and  become  prisoners  of  war.  We  found  the  fort  a 
small  complete  little  work,  with  a  block-house,  double  ditch,  chevau.x  de 
frize,  and  abatis.  His  Majesty's  troops  have  taken  possession  of  it,  and 
are  also  fortifying  the  strong  post  of  Stoney  Point,  by  which  we  are  mas- 
ters of  King's  Ferry,  and  oblige  the  rebels  to  make  a  detour  of  ninety 
miles  across  the  mountains   to  communicate  with    the    country  east  of 

Hudson's  river. 

I  am  &c 

Geo.  Colliek 
PuiLip  Stephens,  Esq 
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3.  GENERAL  WASHINGTON'S  DESPATCH  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF 
CONGRESS. 

Jlinffwood Iron-Worts,  6  June,  1779. 
Sin  : 

I  am  now  to  inform  yon,  according  to  the  advices  I  Lave  obtained, 
that,  on  the  first  instant  in  the  morning,  the  enemy  opened  a  battery  at 
Stony  Point,  which  lies  on  the  west  side  of  the  Hudson,  at  the  landing 
at  King's  Ferry,  against  a  small  detached  work  at  Verplanck's  Point,  on 
the  east  side,  and  kept  up  a  constant  fire  upon  it,  in  conjunction  with 
their  ships,  till  four  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  party  stationed  in  it,  find- 
ing that  it  was  also  invested  on  the  land  side  in  force,  surrendered  by 
capitulation.  The  next  daj',  that  part  of  the  enemy,  which  was  landed 
on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  computed  at  five  thousand,  advanced  to  the 
Bald  Hill  below  the  Continental  Village,  when  it  was  expected  that  they 
meant  to  attack  our  troops  in  that  quarter  and  to  gain,  if  possible,  Nel- 
son's Point  opposite  to  Fort  Arnold,  while  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  with 
the  remainder  of  the  army,  should  proceed  from  Haverstraw  Bay  against 
the  fort,  by  the  routes  on  the  west  side.  This  however  was  not  attempted, 
and  the  body  of  the  enemy,  that  appeared  before  the  Village,  returned, 
without  making  any  attack,  to  the  ground  from  which  they  had  moved. 
The  enemy  have  since  remained  in  two  divisions  on  the  opposite  sides  of 
the  river.  Their  vessels  have  generally  fallen  down  a  little  below  King's 
Ferry,  and  twelve  square-rigged  vessels,  with  eight  of  a  smaller  size  and 
fifteen  flat  boats,  with  troops  on  board,  stood  down  the  river  yesterday, 
and  were  seen  till  they  turned  the  Points,  which  form  the  upper  part  of 
Tappan  Bay.  The  rest  of  the  fleet  (the  whole  of  which  is  reported  to 
have  consisted  of  about  seventy  sail,  great  and  small,  and  one  hundred 
and  fifty  flat-boats)  keep  their  station  ;  and  the  body  of  troops  on  this 
side,  from  the  latest  advices,  were  very  industriously  employed,  yesterday, 
in  fortifying  Stony  Point,  which,  from  its  peninsular  and  commanding 
form,  is  naturally  strong,  and  which,  from  the  narrowness  of  the  neck, 
that  connects  it  to  the  main-land,  may  be  insulated  and  maintained  with- 
out any  very  great  dilBculty.  This,  Sir,  is  a  summary  of  the  intelligence, 
and  of  the  situation  of  the  enemy. 

Their  movements  and  conduct  are  very  perplexing,  and  leave  it  diffi- 
cult to  determine  what  are  their  real  objects.  However,  as  the  posts  in 
the  Highlands  are  of  infinite  consequence,  and  the  point  in  which  we  can 
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be  most  essentially  injured,  I  shall  take  every  measure  in  my  power  to 
provide  for  their  security,  and  accordingly  shall  make  such  a  disposition 
of  the  army  as  shall  best  promise  to  answer  that  end.  If  they  should  not 
operate  against  those  posts,  it  would  seem  that  one  part  of  their  expedi- 
tion, and  a  principal  one,  is,  by  establishing  garrisons,  to  cut  off  the  com- 
munication by  the  way  of  King's  Ferry. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c 

Go  Wasiiingto.v. 


n.  ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  CAPTURE,  FROM  THE  NEWSPAPERS 
OF  THE  DAY,  BRITISH  AND  AMERICAN. 


1.  [Trom  The  Royal  Gazette,  (RmxGToN's,)  No.  280,  New  York,  Saturday,  June  5, 1779.] 
OPERATIONS  OF  THE  BRITISH  TROOPS  OX  THE  NORTH  RIVER. 

Ax  Officer  on  Service,  at  Verplank's  Point,  has  written  the  following 
particulars  to  his  friend  in  New- York. 

"On  Monday  morning  the  31^'  of  Jlay,  part  of  the  army  under  the 
Command  of  IMajor-Genoral  Vaughax,  landed  on  the  east  siile  of  Hud- 
son's River,  about  eight  miles  below  Verplank's  point;  the  corps  intended 
to  land  on  the  west  side,  under  his  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
with  Major-General  Pattison,  proceeded  up  within  three  miles  of  Stoney 
Point,  where  they  landed,  about  which  time  the  rebels,  who  had  a  block 
house  and  some  unfinished  works  on  a  height  of  that  Point,  commanding 
the  ferry,  as  well  as  Fort  la  Fayette  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  set  fire 
to  the  block  house  and  ran  off  to  the  mountains.  That  corps  about  4 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  continued  their  march  round  and  took  possession 
of  the  heights  ;  during  this  time,  the  gallies  tired  some  shot  at  fort  la 
Fayette,  on  the  east  side  of  Verplank's  Point,  these  were  returned  from 
the  fort,  which  was  a  small,  but  complete  work ;  Artillery  was  now  neces- 
sary in  order  to  expedite  the  business :  His  Excellency  the  General  or- 
dered Major-Gcneral  Pattison  to  command  the  troops  and  carry  on  the 
attack.  In  the  night  the  artillery  for  that  service,  notwithstanding  great 
difficulties  from  a  bad  landing  place  and  a  very  steep  precipice,  were  got 
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up  and  batteries  compleated  by  five  o'Clock  in  the  morning,  when  orders 
were  given  for  firing  upon  the  enemy's  worlcs,  which,  notwithstanding  the 
great  distance,  was  soon  perceived  to  be  eflcctiial ;  the  gallies  and  batter- 
ies continued  the  cannonade  about  two  honrs,  when  the  main  body,  under 
iNIajor  General  Vaugiian,  having  made  a  detour  and  approaching  the 
fort,  the  Commander  in  Chief  being  there  in  person,  sent  orders  to  Gen- 
eral Pattison  and  the  gallics  to  cease  firing,  the  enemy  having  beat  the 
chaniade ;  they  laid  down  their  arms,  became  prisoners  of  war,  and  on 
Thursday  morning  arrived  in  New  York. 

"  The  Commodore  had,  previous  to  the  attack,  ordered  up  the  VuHiire 
sloop  of  war  above  the  fort,  with  a  row-galley,  which  prevented  the  ene- 
my's retreat  from  the  fort. 

"  The  following  is  a  list  of  prisoners  taken  June  1,  at  Fort  la  Fayette. 

Thomas  Armstrong,  Captain,  2'l  battalion  North-Carolinians. 

KicuARD  Andrews,  Lieutenant,       ditto. 

Nathaniel  Lawrence,  Lieutenant  do. 

AiiURGES  Richardson,  Surgeons  Mate,  Massachusetts  Battalion. 

William  Andicew,  Lieutenant  in  Col.  Crane's  artillery,  Massachu- 
setts. 

Seventy  privates. 

"  This  service  has  been  performed  without  any  other  loss  than  the 
wounding  of  a  Ja>ger  in  the  thigh.  We  hope  soon  to  give  further  partic- 
ulars of  these  events." 


2.  [From  The  New  York  Journal,  and  the  Geueral  Advertiser,  (Holt's,)  No.  1S28,  Pough- 
kcepsie,  Monday,  June  7, 1779.] 

FISH    -KILL,        June  3. 

The  latter  end  of  last  week,  a  number  of  British  vessels  made  their 
appearance  in  the  North-Kiver ;  they  consist  of  13  ships,  3  brigs,  4  top-sail 
schooners,  3  gallles,  G  top-sail  sloops,  about  20  smaller  vessels,  and  a 
great  number  of  (lat-bottom'd  boats. 

Last  Lord's  day,  (30th  ult,)  1600  men  landed  8  miles  below  Peeks- 
Kill,  on  Taller's-Point,  consisting  of  British  and  Hessian  grenadiers,  light 
infantry,  volunteers  of  Ireland  and  Yagers.  —  Monday,  the  31st,  the 
enemy  lauded  a  party  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  where  they  burnt 
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some  houses,  and  opened  2  small  batteries,  from  which  they  threw  some 
shells,  and  cannonaded  Fort  de  la  Fayette  across  the  river,  all  that  day ; 
two  gallies  kept  up  a  severe  fire  on  the  fort  at  the  same  time.  They  con- 
tinued their  firing  till  11  o'clock  on  Tuesday  forenoon  ;  meanwhile,  their 
army  max-ehed  from  Teller's  to  Ver  Plank's  Point,  on  which  the  fort  stands; 
by  a  flag  they  demanded  a  surrender  ;  the  parley  continued  two  hours : 
Capt.  Armstkong  thought  fit  to  surrender-- General  M'Dougall  has 
not  yet  received  a  justifiable  reason  why  the  fort  was  given  up.  —  This 
little  fort  was  built  on  purpose  to  secure  King's  Ferry,  from  the  insults  of 
the  enemy's  vessels,  which  had  interrupted  our  boats  from  crossing :  It 
■was  small,  and  would  contain,  with  conveniency,  about  a  company  of  men  : 
The  redoubt  was  strong,  and  covered  a  barbette  battery,  mounting  3 
pieces  of  cannon  :  We  had  in  the  barbette  a  company  of  artillery ;  they 
were  all  drawn  oflfbut  a  Serjeant,  a  Corporal  and  12  privates:  In  the  re- 
doubt were  a  Captain,  two  Subalterns,  three  Serjeants,  and  44  rank  and 
file.     They  had  provisions  and  water  to  serve  them  thirty  days. 

Wednesday  evening --the  wind  now  prevents  the  shipping  from 
advancing  to  Fort  Clinton  on  West-Point  ;  which,  we  suppose,  is  the 
enemy's  main  object:  The  fort  is  now  in  tolerable  order,  well  provided, 
and  the  men  in  fine  spirits  —  the  militia  are  coming  in  fast,  and  every 

appearance  is  promising. The  enemy  have  come  out  in  Ibrce,  and,  it  is 

said,  are  from  7  to  10,000  men.  —  Their  troops  from  their  late  excursion 
to  Virginia,  returned  last  Thursday,  and  without  landing  at  New- York 
pushed  up  the  river. 

Thursday  morning,  4  o'clock,  we  learn  that  the  enemy  are  in  motion, 
as  if  they  meant  to  come  up  the  east  side  of  the  river. 

Athol's  Highlanders,  called  the  74th,  who  arrived  at  New- York 
some  weeks  ago,  are  all  the  reinforcement  the  enemy  have  yet  received, 
that  we  can  learn. 

Since  the  British  landed  we  have  taken  seven  prisoners ;  and  three 
deserters  have  come  in. 


3.  [From  the  SJiiue  paper.] 

Extract  of  a  Letter. 

"  The  subduclion  of  the  North-River  is  the  capital  object  of  the  Tory 
monarch  and  ministry  of  Great-Britain  —  but  to  accomplish  this,  the  re- 
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diiction  of  our  garrison  at  West-Point,  is  absolutely  necessary ;  accord- 
ingly liis  Excellency  the  renowned  Gen.  Sir  IIknry  Clinton,  set  out 
lately  from  New- York,  in  company  with  a  sufficient  council  of  English 
and  Scotch  nobility  and  gentry,  with  an  army  composed  of  all  the  British, 
Foreign,  and  American  Tories  he  could  possibly  muster  -  -  A  small  re- 
doubt of  3  guns,  calloil  La  Fayette,  was  constructed  on  the  bank  of  the 
river  at  Verplanck's  Point,  which  being  planned  with  a  view  to  chastise 
some  pirates  in  the  neighborhood,  as  well  as  to  divert  his  Excellency  on 
his  passage  to  West-Point,  should  he  come  that  way;  it  has,  to  the  joy  of 
all  good  men,  answered  both  those  valuable  purposes ;  for  King's-Ferry, 
near  it,  has  received  many  advantages  by  it  —  and  the  admirable  en- 
tertainment it  has  last  week  afforded  his  said  Excellency,  his  army  and 
navy,  was  beyond  description,  because  the  exhibition  was  as  unexpected 
to  him  as  it  was  elegant  —  In  short,  the  music  was  so  grand  as  to  invite 
the  wliole  country,  who  flocked  from  many  miles  distance,  to  the  dance  — 
And  by  the  time  that  a  sufficient  number  arrived,  to  honor  his  Excellency 
with  the  GitAND  BALI,  at  West-Point,  and  a  country  dance  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, he  unfortunately  got  so  tired  and  sulky,  and  distressed  with  so 
much  new  company,  which  he  was  sorry  that  he  had  invited,  that  it  is  sup- 
posed he  has,  by  the  advice  of  his  said  council,  resolved  shortly,  to  repair 
to  his  lodgings  in  New-York." 

[Mr.  Gaine,  in  The  New  York  Gazette:  and  Ike  Weekly  Mercury,  (No. 
1442,  New  York,  Monday,  June  7,  1779,)  republished  the  article  on  the 
"  Operations  of  the  British  Troops  on  the  North  River  "  which  had  been 
printed  in  The  Royal  Gazelle  of  the  preceding  Saturday ;  and  in  the  suc- 
ceeding number  of  the  same  paper  (No.  1443,  Mondaj',  June  14,  1779) 
Mr.  Gaine  republished  the  description  of  the  operations  which  Mr.  Holt 
had  produced  in  The  New  York  Journal,  and  ihe  General  Adverliser,  on 
the  preceding  Monday. 

Mr.  KoLLOCK,  in  The  New  Jersey  Journal,  (No.  XVII.,  Chatham, 
Tuesday,  June  8,  1779,)  and  Mr.  Collins,  in  The  New  Jersey  Gazelle, 
(Vol.  II.  No.  79,  Trenton,  Wednesday,  June  9,  1779,)  also  republished 
the  narrative  from  Mr.  Holt'.s  New  York  Journal,  and  the  General 
Adcerliser,  already  alluded  to.] 

10 
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II. 


TAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  RECAPTURE  OF  STONY- 
POINT  BY  THE  AMERICANS,  JULY  10,  177U. 


I.  DESPATCHES  TO  THE  CONGRESS  OF  THE  UNITED 

STATES. 


1.  [From  The  New  Jersey  Gazette,  Vol.  II.  No.  S3,  Trenton,  Wednesday,  July  28, 1779.] 

Bead- Quarters,  New  Windsiir,  .luly  IG.  1779. 
Half  after  niue  o'clock,  A.M. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  transmit  your  Exoclleucy  the  inclosed  copy  of 
a  letter  from  Brigadier  Gen.  Wayne,  whicli  tliis  moment  came  to  hand. 
I  congratulate  Congress  upon  our  success,  and  what  makes  it  still  more 
agreeable,  from  the  report  of  Capt.  Fishbourn,  who  brought  me  Gen- 
eral Wayne's  letter,  the  post  was  gained  with  but  very  inconsiderable 
loss  on  our  part.  As  soon  as  I  receive  a  particular  account  of  the  affair, 
I  shall  transmit  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to,  with  great  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  Washington. 

P.  S.  General  Wayne  received  a  slight  wound  in  the  head  with  a 
musket-ball,  but  it  did  not  prevent  him  from  going  ou  with  the  troops. 

His  Excellency  John  J.\t,  Esq. 

[Enclosure.] 

Stoney  Point,  16"'  July,  1779. 
Two  o'clock,  A.M. 
Dear  General, 

The  fort  and  garrison  with  Col.  Johnston  are  ours.  Our  officers 
and  men  behaved  like  men  who  are  determined  to  be  free.  I'our's, 
most  sincerely, 

Antbony  Wayne. 

General  WAsniNcxoN. 

Published  by  order  of  Congress, 

Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 
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2    [From  The  New  Jersey  Gazette,  Vol.  II.  No.  84,  Trenton,  Wednesday,  August  4,  1779.]  » 

Ileail-qunrters,  New  Windsor,  July  21  1779 
Sir, 

On  the  IGth  instant  I  had  the  honour  to  inform  Congress  of  a  success- 
ful attack  upon  the  enemy's  post  at  Stony-Point,  on  the  preceding  night, 
by  Brigadier-General  W.WXE,  and  the  corps  of  light  infantry  under  his 
command.  The  ulterior  operations  in  which  we  have  been  engaged,  have 
hitherto  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  transmit  the  particulars  of  this  inter- 
esting event.  They  will  now  be  found  in  the  inclosed  report,  which  I 
have  received  from  General  Wayne.  To  the  enconiums  he  has  deserv- 
edly bestowed  on  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command,  it  gives  me 
pleasure  to  add,  that  his  own  conduct  throughout  the  whole  of  this  ardu- 
ous enterprize,  merits  the  warmest  approbation  of  Congress.  He  improved 
upon  the  plan  recommended  by  mo,  and  executed  it  in  a  manner  that 
does  signal  honour  to  his  judgment  and  to  his  bravery.  In  a  critical  mo- 
ment of  the  assault,  he  received  a  flesh  wound  in  the  head  with  a  musket 
ball,  but  continued  leading  on  his  men  with  unshaken  firmness. 

I  now  beg  leave,  for  the  private  satisfaction  of  Congress,  to  explain 
the  motives  which  induced  me  to  direct  the  attempt. f 

It  has  been  the  unanimous  sentiment  to  evacuate  the  captured  post 
at  Stony-Point,  remove  the  cannon  and  stores,  and  destroy  the  works, 
which  was  accomplished  on  the  night  of  the  18th,  one  piece  of  heavy 
cannon  only  excepted.  For  want  of  proper  tackling  within  reach  to 
transport  the  cannon  by  land,  we  were  obliged  to  send  them  to  the  fort 
by  water.  The  movements  of  the  enemy's  vessels  created  some  uneasi- 
ness on  their  account,  and  induced  me  to  keep  one  of  the  pieces  for 
their  protection,  which  finally  could  not  be  brought  oiT,  without  risk- 

*  This  Report  and  the  accompanying  Returns  were  published,  in  full,  in  Tlie 
Pmnsijlmnia  Gazette,  and  General  Adcertiser,  No.  2.563,  Philadelphia,  Wednesday, 
July  28, 1770;  in  Tlte  Evenintj  Post,  and  the  General  Advertiser,  No.  44,  Boston,  Sat- 
urday, August  14, 1779;  in  The  Boston  Gazette,  and  the  Countrt/  Journal,  (Edes  and 
Sons',)  No.  130.3,  Boston,  Monday,  August  16.  1779;  and  in  The  Afassachusells  Sj);/: 
Or,  American  Oracle  of  Liberlij,  (Thomas's,)  Vol.  IX.  No.  433,  Worcester,  Thurs- 
day, August  19,  1779.  —  n.  B.  D. 

t  The  passages,  in  the  original,  which  were  omitted  in  the  ofBci.al  publica- 
tion of  the  despatch,  may  be  found  by  comparing  the  latter  with  the  copy  of 
the  former  which  Doctor  Si'ARks  has  given  in  The  Writinf/s  of  Washint/ton,  vi. 
29S-304.  —  n.  B.  D. 
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ing  more  for  its  preservation  tlian  it  was  worth.  We  also  lost  a  galley 
which  was  onlereil  down  to  cover  the  boats.  She  got  under  way,  on  her 
return  the  afternoon  of  the  18th.  The  enemy  began  a  severe  and  con- 
tinued cannonade  upon  her,  from  which  having  received  some  injury, 
■which  disabled  hor  from  proceeding,  she  was  run  ashore.  Not  being  able 
to  get  her  alloat  till  late  in  the  flood  tide,  and  one  or  two  of  the  enemy's 
vessels  under  favour  of  the  night,  having  passed  above  her,  she  was  set  on 
fire  and  blown  up. 

It  is  probable  Congress  will  be  pleased  to  bestow  some  marks  of  con- 
sideration upon  those  otDcers  who  distinguished  themselves  upon  this 
occasion.  Every  officer  and  man  of  the  corps  deserves  great  credit,  but 
there  were  particular  ones  whose  situation  placed  them  foremost  in  dan- 
ger, and  made  their  conduct  most  conspicuous.  Lieut.  Colonel  Fleury 
and  Major  Stkward  commanded  the  two  attacks.  Lieutenants  Gibbons 
and  Kxox  commanded  the  advance  parties  or  forlorn  hopes,  and  all  ac- 
quitted themselves  as  well  as  it  was  possible.  These  officers  have  a  claim 
to  be  more  particularly  noticed. 

Mr.  Archer,  who  will  have  the  honour  of  delivering  these  despatches, 
is  a  volunteer  Aid  to  General  Wayne,  and  a  gentleman  of  merit.     His 
zeal,  activity,  and  spirit,  are  conspicuous  upon  every  occasion. 
I  have  the  lionour  to  be, 

With  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem. 

Your  Excellency's  Most  obedient 
humble  servant 

G.  Wasuington. 

1  forgot  to  mention,  that  two  flags  and  two  standards  were  taken,  the 
former  belonging  to  the  garrison,  and  the  latter  to  the  1  7th  regt.  These 
shall  be  sent  to  Congress  by  the  first  convenient  opportunity. 

[Enclosure.^ 

Stony-Point,  July  17,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  give  you  a  full  and  particular  relation  of  the  re- 
duction of  this  point,  by  the  light-infantry  under  my  command. 

On  the  15th  instant  at  12  o'clock  we  took  up  our  line  of  march  from 
Sandy-beach,  distant  14  miles  from  this  place;  the  roads  being  exceed- 
ingly bad  and  narrow,  and  having  to  pass  over  high  mountains,  through 
deep  morasses,  and  difficult  defiles,  we  were  obliged  to  move  in  single 
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files  the  greatest  part  of  tlie  way.  At  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the 
van  arrived  at  Mr.  .Si-rixgsteki.'s,  within  one  and  a  half  miles  of  the 
enemy,  and  formed  into  colinnns  as  fast  as  they  came  up,  agreeable  to 
the  order  of  battle  annexed  ;  viz.  Colonels  Febigeu's  and  Meig's  reg- 
iments, with  Major  Hull's  detaclunent,  formed  the  right  colnmn  ;  Col. 
Butler's  regiment  and  Major  MuuFitnE's  two  companies,  the  left.  The 
troops  remained  in  tliis  position  until  several  of  the  principal  officers,  with 
myself,  had  returned  from  reconnoitring  the  works.  Half  after  eleven 
o'clock,  being  the  hour  fi.\ed  on,  the  whole  moved  forward,  the  van  of  the 
right  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  volunteers,  properly  officered,  who 
advanced  with  unloaded  muskets  and  fi.xed  bayonets,  under  the  command 
of  Lieut.  Col.  Fleury  ;  these  were  preceded  by  twenty  picked  men,  and 
a  vigilant  and  brave  officer,  to  remove  the  abbatis  and  other  obstructions. 
The  van  of  the  left  consisted  of  one  hundred  volunteers,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  Steward,  with  unloaded  muskets  and  fixed  bayonets, 
also  preceded  by  a  brave  and  determined  officer,  with  twenty  men,  for 
the  same  purpose  as  the  other. 

At  12  o'clock  the  assault  was  to  begin  on  the  right  and  left  flanks  of 
the  enemy's  works,  whilst  Major  Mukfuee  amused  them  in  front ;  but  a 
deep  morass  covering  their  whole  front,  and  at  this  time  overflowed  by 
the  tide,  together  with  other  obstructions,  rendered  the  approaches  more 
diflicult  than  were  at  first  apprehended,  so  that  it  was  about  twenty  min- 
utes after  twelve  before  the  assault  began,  previous  to  which  I  placed 
myself  at  the  head  of  Febiger's  regt.  or  right  column,  and  gave  the 
troops  the  most  pointed  orders  not  to  fire  on  any  account,  but  place  their 
whole  dependance  on  the  bayonet,  which  order  was  literally  and  faith- 
fully obeyed.  Neither  the  deep  morass,  the  formidable  and  double  rows 
of  abbatis,  or  the  strong  works  in  front  and  flank,  could  damp  the  ardor 
of  the  troops,  who  in  the  face  of  a  most  tremendous  and  incessant  fire  of 
musketry,  and  from  cannon  loaded  with  grape-shot,  forced  their  way  at 
the  point  of  the  bayonet,  thro'  every  obstacle,  both  columns  meeting  in 
the  center  of  the  enemy's  works  nearly  at  the  same  instant.  Too  much 
praise  cannot  be  given  to  Lieut.  Col.  Fleury,  (who  struck  the  enemy's 
standard  with  his  own  hand)  and  to  Major  Steward,  who  commanded 
the  advanced  parties,  for  their  brave  and  prudent  conduct. 

Colonels  Butler,  Meius,  and  Feiugkr  conducted  themselves  with 
that  coolness,  bravery,  and  perseverance,  that  will  ever  insure  success. 
Lieut.  Col.  H.\Y'  was  wounded  in  the  thigh,  bravely  fighting  at  the  head 
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of  his  battalion.  I  should  take  up  too  much  of  your  Excellency's  time, 
was  I  to  particularize  every  individual  who  deserves  it,  for  his  bravery 
on  this  occasion.  I  cannot,  however,  omit  Major  Lke,  to  whom  I  am 
indebted  for  frequent  and  very  useful  intelligence,  which  contributed 
much  to  the  success  of  the  enterprize,  and  it  is  with  the  greatest  pleas- 
ure I  acknowhnlge  to  you,  I  was  supported  in  the  attack  by  all  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  under  my  command,  to  the  utmost  of  my  wishes.  The 
officers  and  privates  of  the  artillery  exerted  themselves  in  turning  the 
cannon  against  Verplanck's  point,  and  forced  them  to  cut  the  cables  of 
their  shipping,  and  run  down  the  river. 

I  should  be  wanting  in  gratitude  was  I  to  omit  mentioning  Capt. 
FiSHBOURN  and  Mr.  Archer,  my  two  aids  de  camp,  who  on  every 
occasion  shewed  the  greatest  intrepidity,  and  supported  me  into  the 
■works  after  I  received  my  wound  in  passing  the  last  abbatis. 

Inclosed  are  the  returns  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  light  in- 
fantry, as  also  of  the  enemy,  together  with  the  number  of  prisoners  taken, 
likewise  of  the  ordnance  and  stores  found  in  the  garrison. 

I  forgot  to  mention  to  your  E.Keellency,  that  previous  to  my  march- 
ing, I  had  drawn  General  Muhlenberg  into  my  rear,  who  with  three 
hundred  men  of  his  brigade  took  post  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  marsh 
so  as  to  be  in  readiness  either  to  support  me,  or  to  cover  a  retreat  in  case 
of  accident,  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  his  faithfully  and  effectually  e.xecut- 
jn"  either,  had  there  been  any  occasion  for  him. 

The  humanity  of  our  brave  soldiery,  who  scorned  to  take  the  lives  of 
a  vanquished  foe  calling  for  mercy,  reflects  the  highest  honor  on  them, 
and  accounts  for  the  few  of  the  enemy  killed  on  the  occasion. 

1  am  not  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  I  have  mentioned  the 
conduct  of  Lieutenants  Gibbons  and  Knox,  the  two  gentlemen  who  led 
the  advanced  parties  of  twenty  men  each- — their  distinguished  bravery 
deserves  the  highest  commendation  —  the  first  belongs  to  the  sixth  Penn- 
sylvania regiment,  and  lost  17  men  killed  and  wounded  in  the  attack; 
the  last  belongs  to  the  ninth  ditto,  who  was  more  fortunate  in  saving  his 
men  though  not  less  exposed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  rjreat  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  Most  obedient  humble  servant 
Anthony  Wayne 

General  Washington 
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[Enclosures,  ill  General  Wayne's  letter.] 
[I.  "Order  of  Battle,"  for  a  copy  of  wbicli  see  ante,  page  3G.]* 

II.  ^-1  Return  of  die  killed  and  wounded  of  Ihe  liyhl  infantry,  at  the  storm 
of  Stony-Point,  under  the  command  of  Briijadler  General  Wayxe  Juli) 
15.  1779. 

Colonel  Febiger's  regiment.  Killed,  1  Serjeant,  6  Privates. 
Wounded,  7  Serjeants,  I  Corporal,  29  Privates. 

Colonel  Butler's  regi.ment.  Killed,  1  Serjeant,  2  Privates. 
Wounded,  1  Lieutenant  Colonel,  2  Serjeants,  2  Corporals,  25  Privates. 

Colonel  Meig's  regiment.  Killed,  3  Privates.  Wounded,  2  Cap- 
tains, 2  Lieutenants,  l..Serjeant,  6  Privates. 

M.\J0R  Hull's  detachment.  Killed,  2  Privates.  Wounded,  1 
Lieutenant,  4  Privates. 

Total  Killed,  2  Serjeants,  13  Privates 

Total  Wounded,  1  Lieutenant  Colonel,  2  Captains,  3  Lieutenants, 
10  Serjeants,  3  Corporals,  G4  Privates. 

By  order  of  tlie  General, 

Benjamin  Pisuboukn,  A.  D.  Camp. 

Port  Montgomery,  July  21,  1779. 

in.  General  Return  of  the  prisoners  taken  at  Stony-Point. 

Officers  sent  to  E.\ston  on  parole.  1  Lieutenant  Colonel,  4 
Captains,  12  Lieutenants,  4  Ensigns,  1  Conductor  of  Artiller}-,  1  Assist- 
ant-Surgeon. 

Officers  and  Privates  wounded  and  sent  in.  2  Lieuten- 
ants, 1  Ensign,  1  Surgeon,  39  Privates. 

Left  at  Kakiate.     9  Privates,  2  Attendants. 

Sent  to  Easton.     441  Privates,  25  Servants  to  Officers. 

Total,  543. 

AiiRAUAM  Skinner,  D.  Com.  Prisoners. 
Goshen,  July  20,  1770. 

*  This  "Order  of  Battle"  was  published,  in  full,  in  The  ^fnssnchn$cits  S/iy :  Or, 
American  Oracle  of  Liherlij,  (Thojias's,)  Vol.  IX.  No.  432,  Worcester,  Thursday, 
August  12,  1779.  — /7.  B.  D. 
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IV.   Return  of  the  enemy's  Killed. 

1  Captain,  1  Lieulenaiit,  8  Serjeants,  3  Corporals,  50  Privates. 
Total  63. 

V.  lieturn  of  Ordnance  and  Store/!  taken  at  Stony-Point,  July  15,  1779, 

at  night. 

Ordnance.  Brass,  3  12-poundcrs,  1  3-pounder;  Iron,  2  24-pounders, 
2  18-pounders,  and  1  12-pounder;  Brass  Howitzer,  8  inch,  1  ;  Brass  mor- 
tars, 10  inch,  1 ;  5  and  a  half  inch,  2  ;  4  and  2-5ths  of  an  inch,  2. 

30  spunges,  with  staves  and  rammer-heads;  9  ladles,  with  staves;  11 
wadhooks,  with  staves;  4  drag-ropes,  with  pins;  4  draught-chains;  24 
handspikes  ;  11  aprons  of  lead  ;  12  axes  ;  20  boxes  ;  10  buckets  ;  40  bot> 
toms  of  wood,  10  inch;  5  budge  barrels;  4  brushes  for  kitt;  10  hand-bar- 
rows; 1  cart-sling,  compleat ;  14  large  and  7  small  leather  cartouches;  2 
iron  crows;  5  muzzle-caps;  2  compasses;  10  lbs.  tallow  candles;  15  oil- 
cloths. 

Flannel  Cartiiidges,  Filled,  24-pounders  603,  12-pounders  1174, 
3-pounders  295  ;  20  8-inch  howitz  ;  38  5  and  a  half,  and  40  4  and  2-5ths 
inch  mortars  —  Empty,  146  8  inch  howitz ;  240  5  and  a  half,  and  240 
4  and  2-5ths  inch  mortars. 

Cartridge  p.^per,  filled,  18-poundcrs  158 — Empty,  IS-pounders, 
100  ;  musket,  with  ball,  28,752. 

3  funnels;  1816  fuzes,  drove  and  primed  ;  1261  musket-flints  ;  9  and  half 
pounds  flax  ;  14  hammers  ;  1  powder-horn  ;  1 1  tanned  hides ;  4  hand  and  2 
beam  hooks;  9  and  half  setts  men's  harness;  6  hand  hatchets;  2  and  half 
tons  of  junk;  1  compleat  triangle  gin  ;  3  bars  of  iron  ;  2  cutting  knives; 

2  paring  knives,  with  block  and  staple ;  9  pounds  kltt ;  3  iron  melting 
ladles  ;  1  Muscovy  and  2  dark  lanthorns ;  7  skeins  Hambro  line  ;  3  labo- 
ratory chests  ;  2  copper  measures  ;  11  mallets  and  setters  ;  8  skeins  mar- 
line ;  100  lb.  nails,  and  1000  lb.  clouts;  5  mantelets;  39  barrels  corned, 
4  dusty,  and  4  mealed  powder;  20  dozen  port-fires;  15  punches  for  vents; 

3  pair  pincers  ;  12  jilummets  of  lead  ;  2  quadrants  ;  4  rasps,  half  round  ; 
3  fathoms  of  rope  for  lashing;  12  rockets  with  sticks  ;  18  sticks  port-fire  ; 
40  spikes  for  nailing  guns  ;  3  saws. 

UnoT  fixed  with  powder,  for  li-pounders,  217  round,  and  92  case; 
to  wood  bottoms,  2i-pounders,  304  round,  104  case;  12 pounders,  900 
round;  3-pounders,  200  round,  106  case. 


APPENDIX.  81 

Shot,  case,  fixed  to  wooden  bottoms,  for  howilz,  8-inch,  40; 
for  mortars,  5  and  a  half-inch,  80;  4  2-5ths  of  an  inch,  80.  Grape,  iron 
bottoms,  24-pounclers,  95 ;  in  Bags,  18-pounders  42;  10-inch  mortar  40. 

LoosE-SnoT,  24-pounders  150;  18-pounders  208. 

39  sheep-skins ;  50  fathoms  skid  and  parbuckle  rope ;  2  of  2  feet  and 
1  brass  scales  ;  4  pair  scissars. 

Shells,  10-!hc/(,  fixed,  20,  empty,  74;  ?i-incli,  fixed,  15,  empty,  90; 
0  and  a  half  inch,  fixed,  21,  empty,  141 ;  4  2-5;/iS  of  an  inch,  fixed,  40, 
empty,  160. 

6  scrapers,  for  shells;  3300  spnnge  tackles;  12  spades;  G  shovels;  2 
tarpaulins;  10  tompions ;  2  oflicers  and  1  laboratory  tents;  5790  tubes; 
12  lb.  twine;  30  priming-wires;  1  set  brass  weights,  from  4  lbs.  to  1-4 
of  an  ounce  ;  2  pounds  worsted  ;  84  wads  for  24-pounders. 

For  the  use  of  the  horse  department,  50  sets  large  horse- 
shoes; and  3200  nails  for  ditto 

For  the  use  of  the  Smith,  1  forge  bellows,  1  anvil,  with  beck 
iron,  1  standing  vise,  1  tew  iron,  1  coal  cask. 

Return  op  arms  and  other  articles  not  included  before. 
134  tents;  9  markees ;  8  horsemen's  tents;  9  wall  tents ;  334  muskets, 
with  bayonets;  103  cartouuh-boxes. 

Published  by  Order  of  Congress 

Charles  Thomson, 
Secretary. 
— *— 

[The  following  reply  to  Mr.  Jay's  congratulatory  letter  which  has 
been  introduced  into  the  text  of  the  Paper,  inasmuch  as  it  contains  infor- 
mation which  was  supplementary  to  the  despatch  of  General  Wayne, 
which  had  been  sent  to  Congress  by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  as  already 
noticed,  may  properly  be  inserted  in  this  place.] 

3.  [From  The  Pennsylvania  Packet,  or,  The  General  Advertiser,  (Ddni.ap*s,j  Philadelphia, 
Thursday,  August  26,  1779.] 

West-Point,  August  10,  1779. 
Sir 

Your  very  polite  favor  of  the  1 7th.  ult.  with  the  extract  of  an  act  of 

Congress,  1  have  just  now  received.     The  honorable  manner  in  which 

that  respectable  Body  have  been  pleased  to  express  their  approbation  of 

my  conduct  in  the  enterpiize  on  Stony-Point,  must  be  very  flattering  to 

11 
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a  young  soldier ;  but  ■whilst  I  experience  every  sensation  arising  from  a 
consciousness  of  having  used  my  best  endeavours  to  carry  the  orders  of 
my  General  into  execution,  I  feel  much  hurt  that  I  did  not  in  my  letter  to 
him  of  the  17tb  of  July,  mention  (among  other  brave  and  worthy  officers) 
the  names  of  Lieut.  Col.  SnEK>i.\x,  Majors  Hull,  Mdrpiiy  and  Posey, 
whose  good  conduct  and  intrepidity  justly  entitled  them  to  that  attention. 

Permit  me,  therefore,  thro'  your  Excellency,  to  do  them  that  justice 
now  which  the  state  of  my  wound  diverted  me  from  in  the  first  instance : 
And  whilst  I  pay  this  tribute  to  real  merit,  I  must  not  omit  Slajor  XoiR- 
MOXT  DE  Laxeuville,  a  French  gentleman,  who  (in  the  character  of  a 
volunteer)  stept  amongst  the  first  for  glory. 

I  will  only  beg  to  add,  that  every  officer  and  soldier,  belonging  to  the 
light  corps,  discovered  a  zeal  and  intrepidity  that  did  and  ever  will  secure 

success. 

I  am. 

With  every  sentiment  of  esteem, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Ani''  Watnb. 
His  Excellency  John  Jat,  Esq ; 

President  of  Congress. 

Published  by  Order  of  Congress, 

Charles  Tuomson,  Secretary 


II.  DESPATCHES  TO  THE  BRITISH  GOVERNMENT. 


[From  the  London  Gazette,  October  5, 1779.] 
"Whitehall,  October  5.  1779. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  General  Sir  Henrt  Clixton,  to  Lord  George  Ger- 
main, dated  Head -Quarters,  Dobb's  Ferry,  July  25.  1779 

In  my  despatch.  No.  57,  I  had  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship 
of  my  having  taken  possession  of  Verplanks  and  Stoney  Point  upon  the 
North  lliver. 

On  the  night  of  the  lOtli  instant,  the  enemy  suddenly  assaulted  and 
carried  the  Hues  at  Stoney  Point.     The  greater  part  of  the  garrison,  con- 
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sisting  of  the  17th  regiment  of  Foot,  the  grenadier  company  of  the  71st 
regiment,  a  eompanv  of  the  Lo)-al  Americans,  and  a  small  detachment  of 
the  Roj-al  Artillery,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Johnson, 
of  the  17th  regiment,  were  either  killed  or  taken.  I  have  not  been  able 
to  procure  accounts  sufficiently  satisfactory  to  form  a  decisive  judgment 
upon  this  accident.  I  have  the  honour  to  inclose  Lieutenant-colonel 
Johnson's  account,  as  likewise  that  published  by  the  rebels. 

The  enemy  immediately  began  a  heavy  cannonade,  with  our  guns, 
from  Stoney-Point,  upon  Lieutenant-colonel  Webster,  who  commanded 
at  Verplank's,  with  the  Thirty-third  regiment.  Loyal  Americans,  and 
detachments  from  the  Royal  Ai-tillery,  and  from  the  Seventy-first  regi- 
ment. At  the  same  time  Lieutenant-colonel  AVebster  was  informed 
that  a  considerable  force  was  in  his  rear,  who,  if  they  did  not  mean  to 
attack  him  from  that  quarter,  at  least  would  make  his  retreat,  should  he 
be  driven  to  that  extremity,  very  difficult. 

Upon  the  first  intelligence  I  received  of  this  matter,  I  ordered  the 
army  to  advance  to  Dobb's  Ferry,  pushing  forward  the  cavalry  and  some 
light  troops  to  the  banks  of  the  Croton  river,  to  awe  the  enemy  in  any 
attempt  by  land  against  Verplank's.  Brigadier-general  Stirling  was, 
in  the  mean-time,  embarked  with  the  4  ■2d,  63d,  and  64th  regiments,  for 
the  relief  of  Verplank's,  or  the  recovery  of  Stoney  Point.  The  northerly 
winds,  rather  uncommon  at  this  season,  opposed  Brigadier-general  Stir- 
ling's progress  till  the  19th;  when,  upon  his  arriving  within  sight  of 
Stoney  Point,  the  enemy  abandoned  it  with  precipitation,  and  some  cir- 
cumstances of  disgrace. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Webster,  who  had  with  great  firmness  supported 
the  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy,  had  not,  during  the  whole  time,  deigned  to 
return  a  single  shot,  being  sensible  that  it  would  have  been  of  no  mate- 
rial effect.  The  enemy,  possibly  supposing  from  this  circumstance  that 
he  might  have  no  heavy  cannon,  brought  down  a  galley  to  carry  off  from 
Stoney  Point  part  of  the  artillery  which  would  have  found  difficulty  in 
retiring  through  the  roads  of  that  country.  As  soon  as  the  cannon  were 
aboard  the  galley.  Lieutenant-colonel  Webster  turned  upon  her  an  eigh- 
teen-pounder,  the  only  piece  of  heavy  ordnance  he  had,  which  raked  her 
with  such  effect,  that,  to  prevent  her  sinking,  the  crew  ran  her  ashore, 
and  thei-e  set  fire  to  her.  Such  of  the  cannon  as  remained  upon  Stoney 
Point  were  buried,  or  thrown  into  the  river  by  the  enemy,  who  immedi-- 
ately  made  a  most  precipitate  retreat. 
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Having  been  apprehensive  that  the  ilelay,  occasioned  by  the  contrary 
winds,  might  have  given  the  enemy  time  to  collect  a  force  at  the  Points, 
too  powerful  for  Brigadier-general  Stihi.ing,  and  being  anxious  that  no 
step  should  be  omitted  for  the  security  of  Verplank's  and  recovery  of 
Stoney  Point,  I  !iad  embarked  with  the  Light-Infantry,  and  joined  Gen- 
eral Stiuling  in  Haverstraw  Bay.  My  whole  army  being  within  my 
reach,  I  had  some  hopes  of  being  able  to  betray  Mr.  Washington  into 
an  engagement  for  the  possession  of  .Stoney  Point.  Possibly  he  suspected 
my  view,  and  declined  adventuring  any  measure  which  might  bring  on 
an  action  in  a  country  unfavourable  to  him. 

Brigadier-general  Stirling  is  now  at  Stoney  Point,  with  five  battal- 
ions, preparing  the  works,  which  are  a  good  deal  damaged. 

[Enclosure  in  Sir  IIenky  Clinton's  despatcli.] 

Hardy's  Town,  July  24,  1779. 
SiK, 

The  bearer,  Lieutenant  Armstrong,  of  the  17th  Infantry,  will  give 
you  a  full  and  perfect  account  of  the  unfortunate  event  of  the  morning 
of  the  IGth  instant,  whereon  the  post  of  Stoney  Point  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  upon  a  just  representation 
you  will  be  fully  convinced  that  it  was  not  any  neglect  on  my  part,  nor  of 
the  troops  under  my  command,  but  the  very  superior  force  of  the  enemy 
that  caused  the  capture  of  the  place. 

Inclosed  I  send  a  return  of  the  killed,  wounded,  missing,  and  prisoners, 
as  nearly  as  could  be  collected  by  commanding  officers  of  Corps. 

The  ver}'  distressed  situation  of  our  people,  for  want  of  necessaries  of 
every  kind,  occasioned  my  making  application  for  a  flag,  in  order  to  have 
them  provided.  General  Washington's  permission  to  send  a  subaltern 
officer  of  each  Corps,  I  received  but  this  instant. 

The  Commissary  of  prisoners  being  under  the  necessity  of  returning 
immediately,  obliges  me  to  draw  a  conclusion,  referring  your  Excellency 
to  Lieutenant  Armstrong  for  any  further  particulars. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  servant 
H.  Johnson 
Lieut.  Col.  17"'  Foot 
His  Excellency 
Sir  Heney  Clinton, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 
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[Enclosure  in  Lieutenant-Colonel  Johnson's  letter.] 

Return  of  the  lilled,  woitnded,  missing,  and  talen  prisoners  hy  the  encmi/, 
of  His  AJd/esti/'s  troops,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-colonel 
Henry  Johnson,  at  the  engagement  upon  Stoney  Point,  July  16, 
1779. 

KoYAL  Regiment  of  Artillery.  Four  Rank  and  file,  wounded; 
One  Lieutenant,  missing;  One  Captain,  one  Lieutenant,  one  Conductor, 
one  Drummer,  forty-two  Rank  and  file,  prisoners 

GREN.4.DIERS  OF  THE  Seventy-first  REGIMENT.  One  Sergeant, 
one  Drummer,  five  Rank  and  (An,  kilted;  One  Captain,  two  Lieutenants, 
one  Sergeant,  twenty  Rank  and  file,  wounded.  One  Captain,  one  Ser- 
geant, twenty-three  Rank  and  file,  missing  ;  five  Lieutenants,  three  Ser- 
geants, one  Drummer,  ninety-five  Rank  and  file,  prisoners. 

Seventeenth  regiment  of  Foot.  One  Captain,  two  Sergeants, 
ten  Rank  and  file,  killed ;  one  Lieutenant,  one  Ensign,  fiirty-three  Rank 
and  {i\e,  wounded ;  one  Drummer,  twenty  Rank  and  file,  missing;  one 
Colonel,  two  Captains,  si.x  Lieutenants,  three  Ensigns,  one  Adjutant,  one 
Surgeon,  seventeen  Sergeants,  twelve  Drummers,  and  two  hundred  and 
twenty-two  Rank  and  file,  prisoners. 

Loyal  American  Regiment.  One  Ensign  wounded ;  eleven  Rank 
and  file  ?nissing ;  one  Captain,  two  Ensigns,  two  Sergeants,  two  Drum- 
mers, and  forty-nine  Rank  and  &\e,  prisonei's. 

Volunteers  of  Ireland.     One  Sergeant,  prisoner 

Total.  One  Captain,  three  Sergeants,  one  Drummer,  fifteen  Rank 
and  file,  killed ;  one  Captain,  three  Lieutenants,  two  Ensigns,  one  Ser- 
geant, si.xty-seven  Rank  and  file,  wounded;  one  Captain,  one  Lieutenant, 
one  Sergeant,  one  Drummer,  fifty-four  Rank  and  file,  missing ;  one  Colo- 
nel, four  Captains,  twelve  Lieutenants,  five  Ensigns,  one  Adjutant,  one 
Surgeon,  one  Conductor,  twenty-three  Sergeants,  si.\teen  Drummers,  four 
hundred  and  eight  Rank  and  file,  jjrisoners. 

Names  of  the  officers,  killed,  wounded,  missing,  and  prisoners. 

Royal  Regiment  of  Artillery.     Lieutenant  Roberts,  missing ; 
Captain  Tiffin,  Lieutenant  H.\rden,  Conductor  Enslow,  prisoners. 
Seventy-first  Grenadiers.     Captain  Campbell,  wounded  and 
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missing;  Lieutenants  Ross  and  Gumming,  xcounded ;  Lieutenants  Ddn- 
KiNSON,  Nairn,  Ross,  Gumming  and  Grant,  prisoners. 

Skventekntii  Regiment  of  Foot.  Gaptain  Tew,  killed :  Lieu- 
tenant Simpson  and  Ensign  Sinclair,  woumled ;  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Johnson,  Captains  Dauby  and  Clayton;  Lieutenants  Armstrong, 
Carey,  Williams,  Simpson,  and  Hayman,  Ensigns  Hamilton, 
Sinclair,  and  Robinson,  Adjutant  Hamilton,  Surgeon  Horn, 
prisoners. 

Loyal  American  Regiment.  Ensign  Hugeford,  wounded ;  Cap- 
tain Robinson,*  Ensigns  Hugeford  and  Swords,  prisoners. 

Lieutenant  Marshall,  prisoner.^ 

NB.     Surgeon  AcHMUTy,J  prisoner,  not  included  in  the  above. 

H.  Johnson 

Lieut.  Col.  17tli.  Regt. 


in.  ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  CAPTURE,  FROM  THE  NEWSPAPERS 
OF  THE  DAY. 


1.  [From  The  PennsylvaDi.a  P.ackot.  or,  The  General  Advertiser,  (Ddnlap's,)  Philadelithia, 
Tuesday,  July  20,  1779.] 

E.XTKACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  NeW-WiNDSOR,  Jllll/  IG,  1779. § 

"  I  WROTE  you  by  an  express  a  few  hours  ago,  of  General  AVayne's 
success  this  morning,  in  surprizing  the  British  garrison  at  Stony-Point, 

*  Beverly  Rohinson,  son  of  Bevef.ly  Eonixsox,  a  prominent  Loy.ilist  of 
New  York,  and  nephew  of  Capt.iin  Kiigeii  Morris,  of  the  Provincial  Council.  — 
//.  /?.  D. 

t  Lieutenant  Maksiiall  belonged  to  the  Seventeenth  Ecfjiment  of  foot,  and  it 
is  not  known  why  his  name  was  nol  included  in  the  list  of  oflicers  belonging  to  that 
regiment.  —  II.  B.  D. 

X  So)i  of  Reverend  Doctor  Aciimuty,  Rector  of  Trinitj-  Church,  New  York.  — 

n  B.  D. 

5  This  extract  was  repi-oduced  in  The  Pcnnsi/loania  Gazelle,  and  General  Adver- 
tiser, No.  25G2,  Philadelphia,  Wednesd.ay,  July  21,  1779;  in  Gaine's  iVero  York 
Gazette:  and  the  Weehltj  Mercury,  No.  1450,  New  York,  Monday,  August  2,  1779; 
and  in  Rivington's  Hoyal  Gazette,  No.  297,  New  York,  Wednesday,  August  4, 
1779.  —  //.  B.  D. 
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and  making  them  all  prisoners,  consisting  of  500  men,  with  a  number  of 
cannon,  a  quantity  of  baggage,  stores,  &f.  Our  party  consisted  of  1200 
Light  Infantry  drawn  from  the  whole  army  on  both  sides  the  river. 
Gen.  Wayne  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  head,  but  he,  his  officers  and 
men  have  acquired  the  greatest  honour. 

"  Lieut.  James  Gidboks,  of  the  6th  Pennsylvania  regiment,  a  native 
of  our  city,  commanded  the  advance,  and  first  mounted  their  works.  Col. 
Fleuuy,  and  in  short  all  the  officers,  distinguished  themselves,  and  vied 
with  each  other,  to  acquire  glory  to  our  arms. 

"  A  few  of  the  enemy  were  bayoneted ;  not  a  gun  fired  on  our  side, 
but  the  garrison  was  completely  surprized,  and  not  a  man  escaped. 

"  We  turned  their  cannon  on  their  shipping,  who  immediately  made 
sail  down  the  river. 

"  They  have  a  garrison  yet  in  their  works  on  the  East  side  the  river, 
and  we  are  in  motion  down  towards  them." 


2.  [From  The  New  Jersey  Journal.  (Kollock's,)  Vol.  T.  No.  XXIII.  Chatham,  Tuesday,  July 

20,  1779.] 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Head-Quarters,  dated  July  10. 

"Dear  Sir, 

"  Stoney-Point  was  taken  last  night  by  surprize,  by  General  Wayne, 
with  the  light  infantry  of  the  line.  The  garrison,  consisting  of  500  men 
are  prisonei's.  We  lost  only  four  men.  Goueral  Wayne  is  slightly 
wounded." 

The  prisoners  are  on  their  march  this  way,  and  were  expected  at  Boon- 
Town  last  night. 


3.  [From  The  rennsylvania  Packet,  or,  The  Oeneml  Arlvertiser,  (DUNLAP's,)  Philadelphia, 
Tuesday,  July  20, 1779.] 

Extract  of  a  letter  fiom  Major  Genei'al  Greene  * —  \prohahhj  to  Colonel  Cox.] 

"  I  UAVE  the  pleasure  to  congratulate  you  upon  our  success  last  even- 
ing. 

*  This  extract  was  reproiluced  in  The  Pennsylvania  Gazette,  and  General  Adver- 
tiser, No.  2562,  Philadelphia,  Wednesday,  .July  21,  1779;  in  Gaine's  New  York 
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"  Gen.  Wayne  with  tlie  Light  Infantry  surprized  the  Garrison  at 
Stoncy  Point  and  took  the  whole  prisoners.  The  particulars  we  have 
not  yet ;  but  it  is  not  less  than  five  hundred  men.  Our  troops  behaved 
to  a  charm  marching  in  the  face  of  a  heavy  fire  without  firing  a  gun. 
We  lost  only  four  privates.  Gen.  Wayne  got  a  slight  wound  on  the  side 
of  his  face. 

"  I  have  not  time  to  add,  being  called  upon  to  attend  to  the  orders  of 
the  General. 

"  It  is  more  than  probable  this  event  will  lead  to  a  serious  dispute  for 
King's  Ferry." 


4.  [From  the  same  p.iper.] 
Extract  op  a  lettek  from  New  AVindsor  July  16.* 

"  This  morning,  at  three  o'clock.  General  Wayne,  with  the  light  infan- 
try consisting  of  about  1200  men,  drawn  from  the  whole  of  our  army  on 
each  side  of  the  North  lliver,  surprised  the  British  garrison,  consisting  of 
500  men,  commanded  by  a  Col.  Johnson,  in  their  works  at  Stony  Point, 
on  the  west  side  of  King's  Ferry,  and  made  the  whole  prisoners,  with 
the  loss  of  four  men  killed  on  our  side,  and  General  Wayne  slightly 
wounded. 

"  The  surprise  was  complcat,  and  the  manner  of  executing  it,  reflects 
the  highest  honour  on  the  General,  and  that  fine  body  of  troops  which  he 
commanded  on  the  occasion. 

"  Some  of  the  British  officers  and  men  fell  by  the  bayonet ;  and  it  is  a 
proof  of  our  generosity  and  humanity,  that  so  few  suffered,  when  we  con- 
sider that  the  troops,  lately  employed  in  ravageing  and  burning  the  coast 
of  Connecticut,  have  behaved  with  such  cruelties  and  undistinguished 
barbarities,  to  persons  of  every  age  and  sex" 

Nothinor  can  exceed  the  spirit  and  intrepidity  of  our  brave  country- 
men, in  storming  and  carrying  the  British  fortress  on  Stony  Point.     It 

Gazelle :  and  Ike  Weekly  Mercury,  No.  1450,  New  York,  Monday,  August  2, 1779; 
and  in  Eivington's  Royal  Gazelle,  No.  297,  Now  York,  Wednesday,  August  4, 
171S.  —  B.B.B. 

*  This  extract  and  the  aoconipauying  editorial  reraarlis  were  reproduced  in 
The  Iwlependenl  Chronide:  and  the  Uiiiversnt  Advertiser,  No.  570,  Boston,  Tliurs- 
day,  July  22,  1779.  —  //.  B.  JJ- 
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demonstrates  that  ivg  have  soldiers  equal  to  any  in  the  world  ;  and  that 
we  can  attack  and  vanquish  the  Britons  in  their  strongest  works  :  No 
action  during  the  war,  performed  by  the  British  military,  has  equalled 
this  coup  de  main.  The  generosity  shewn  by  our  men  to  the  vanquished ; 
when  the  parties  of  our  enemies  are  repeating  their  savage  barbarities, 
wherever  they  come  by  surprise,  is  unexampled.  How  much  more 
honourable  and  manly  is  it  to  carry  fortresses  sword  in  hand,  than  to 
burn  defenceless  towns,  and  distress  unarmed  citizens,  and  even  women 
and  children  ?  What  action  has  Clinton  to  boast  of,  this  campaign, 
that  may  be  compared  with  this  master-piece  of  soldiership  by  General 
AVayne  ?  And  how  much  provocation  had  he  to  have  bayoneted  the 
whole  British  garrison,  when  he  recollected  how  cruelly  the  British  had 
massacred  the  men  he  commanded  some  time  ago,  and  who  fell  into  their 
merciless  hands  ?  *  How  many  of  these  brave  men  were  killed  in  cold 
blood,  and  after  they  could  make  no  resistance  ?  Clinton  must  be 
highly  chagrined  at  this  conquest,  and  employ  some  good  pen  to  disguise 
and  palliate  this  affair  at  the  Court  of  London.  He  has  exceeded  Ho\yE 
in  the  ferocity  and  savageness  of  his  e.xploits ;  but  perhaps  will  not  suc- 
ceed better  than  he  in  accomplishing  the  designs  of  Britain. 

We  are  well  informed,  that  a  number  of  British  officers,  employed  in 
the  late  expedition  up  the  North  River,  in  which  they  took  our  little  fort 
LaFayette,  and  built  the  fortification  on  Stony  Point,  upon  their  return 
to  New  York  boasted  that  they  had  taken  one  fortress  from  the  Yankies, 
and  built  another,  which  the  Devil  himself  could  not  take. 


5.  [From  The  Massachusetts  Spy  ;  Or,  American  Oracle  of  Liberty,  (Thomas's,)  Vol.  IX. 
No.  429,  Worcester,  Thursday,  July  22, 1779.] 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  a  Gentleman  at  Fish-Kill,  dated  July  16.t 

"  Should  you  not  have  heard  the  news  before  the  arrival  of  my  ex- 
press, you  may  depend  upon  Stoney  Point  one  of  the  enemy's  late  fortifi- 
cations at  King's  Ferry,  North  River,  being  in  our  possession,  with  all  its 
stores,  ammunition,  &c.  and  about  five  hundred  men  who  composed  the 
garrison.     General  Wayne  commanded. 

*  At  the  Paoli.  —  H.  B.  D. 

t  Tills  extract  also  appeared  in  The  Independent  Chronicle  ;  and  the  Universal 
Aduertiser,  No.  570,  Boston,  Thursday,  July  22, 1779.  —  H.  B.  D. 
12 
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"  Col.  Johnston  of  the  1 7th.  rog,  (British)  commanded  in  the  Fort. 
The  loss  on  our  side,  4  killed,  and  Gen.  Wayne  slightly  wounded.  The 
fort  was  taken  on  the  15th  instant,  at  12  o'clock  at  night." 


6.  [From  The  New  Jersey  Gazette,  (Collins's,)  Tol.  II.  No.  83,  Trenton,  Wednesday,  July  28, 

1779.] 

Extract  of  a  tetter  from  Major  General  Greene  to  Col.  Cox,  dated  Stoney-Point, 
King's  Ferry,  July  17,  1779.* 

"  I  WROTE  you  a  hasty  account  yesterday  morning  of  a  surprize  Gen. 
Wayne  had  effected  upon  the  garrison  at  this  place.  He  marched  about 
two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  from  fort  Montgomery  with  part  of  the  light- 
infantry  of  the  army,  amounting  to  about  1400  men.  The  garrison  con- 
sisted of  between  5  and  600  men,  including  officers.  The  attack  was 
made  about  midnight,  and  conducted  with  great  spirit  and  enterprize, 
the  troops  marching  up  in  the  face  of  an  exceeding  heavy  fire  with  can- 
non and  musketry,  without  discharging  a  gun.  This  is  thought  to  be  the 
perfection  of  discipline ;  and  will  for  ever  immortalize  Gen.  Wayne,  as 
it  would  do  honour  to  the  first  General  in  Europe.  The  place  is  as  diffi- 
cult of  access  as  any  you  ever  saw strongly  fortified  with  lines,  and 

secured  with  a  double  row  of  abatis.  The  post  actually  looks  more  formi- 
dable on  the  ground  than  it  can  be  made  by  description  ;  and,  contrary 
to  almost  all  other  events  of  this  nature,  increases  our  surprize  by  view- 
ing the  place  and  the  circumstances. 

"  The  darkness  of  the  night  favoured  the  attack,  and  made  our  loss 
much  less  than  might  have  been  expected.  The  whole  business  was 
done  with  fixed  bayonets.  Our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  amounted 
to  90  men,  including  officers  —  eight  only  of  which  were  killed.  Gen. 
Wayne  got  a  slight  wound  (upon  the  side  of  his  head)  and  three  or 
four  other  officers,  among  the  number  is  Lieut.  Col.  Hay,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania ;  but  they  are  all  in  a  fair  way  of  recovery. 

"  The  enemy's  loss  is  not  certainly  known,  neither  have  we  any  certain 
account  of  the  number  of  prisoners,  as  they  were  sent  away  in  the  dark 
and  in  a  hurry;  but  it  is  said  they  amount  to  440,  about  30  or  40  were 
left  behind  unable  to  march,  and  upwards  of  30  were  buried. 

*  This  letter  was  reproduced  in  Rivington's  Royal  Gazette,  No.  298,  New  York, 
Saturday,  August  7, 1779.  —  77.  B.  D. 
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"  The  enemy  made  little  resistance  after  our  people  got  into  the  works ; 
their  cry  was,  Mercy,  mercy,  dear,  dear  Americans ! 

"  We  found  in  the  garrison  15  pieces  of  ordnance,  of  different  kinds, 
principally  brass.  There  is  also  a  prodigious  quantity  of  ordnance  stores, 
and  some  few  belonging  to  the  Quartermaster's  department. 

"  The  enemy  are  now  right  opposite  to  us  on  Ver  Plank's  Point.  They 
are  much  more  strongly  fortified  on  that  side  than  this,  having  seven  en- 
closed redoubts.  We  are  now  cannonading  them  across  the  river,  which 
is  little  more  than  half  a  mile  over.  We  ai'e  throwing  at  the  rate  of  an 
hundred  shot  and  shells  an  hour.  Gen.  How  is  on  the  other  side  with  a 
body  of  troops,  and  is  to  open  batteries  to-night." 


7.  [From  The  Royal  Gazette,  (UlTINaTON's,)  No.  292,  New  York.  Saturday,  .luly  17, 1779] 

Yesterday  morning  an  account  was  brought  to  town,  of  an  attack  by 
the  rebels  upon  the  Fort  at  Stoney  Point,  on  Hudson's  River,  the  event 
of  which  will  be  given  in  our  next. 


8.  [From  The  New  York  Gazette :  and  the  Weekly  Mercury,  (Oaine's,)  No.  1448,  New  York, 
Monday,  July  19,  1779.] 

NEW-YORK,  July  19.  The  Fort  at  Stoney  Point,  on  the  West 
Side  of  Hudson's  River,  was  attacked  by  4000  of  the  Rebels,  under  the 
Command  of  General  Wayne,  about  1  o'Clock  last  Friday  Morning : 
The  Garrison  consisted  of  Part  of  the  1 7th  Regiment,  two  Companies  of 
the  71st,  and  one  Company  of  Col.  Beverley  Robinson's  Regiment, 
and  some  Jagers,  all  under  the  Command  of  Colonel  Johnston  of  the 
17th  :  They  behaved  with  the  greatest  bravery,  having  repulsed  the 
Enemy  three  Times,  but  being  overpowered  by  Numbers,  were  obliged 
to  surrender.  The  Killed  on  cither  Side,  we  know  not,  but  we  hear  the 
Commander  of  the  Fort  was  well ;  and  that  Captain  Lawrence  Camp- 
bell of  the  71st,  was  wounded  in  two  Places,  but  is  not  dangerous.  The 
Publick  may  expect  more  Particulars  of  this  Matter  in  our  Next. 
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9.  [From  The  New  York  Journal,  and  the  Qenerol  Advertiser,  (Holt's,)  No.  1834,  Poughkeep- 
sie,  Monday,  July  19, 1779.] 

We  can  assure  our  readers  from  the  best  authority,  that  a  little  after 
midnight  on  Friday  morning,  the  16th.  instant,  the  British  fort  at  Stony- 
Point,  King's  Ferry,  was  taken  by  our  hght  troops  under  the  command 
of  Brigadier  General  Wayne.  The  garrison  consisted  of  about  600 
men,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Johnson,  who  together  with  upwards 
of  500  prisoners,  all  the  ordnance,  ammunition,  stores,  &c.  which  are 
considerable,  fell  into  our  hands. 

In  advancing,  our  men  sustained  a  smart  fire  from  the  enemy,  and 
Gen.  Wayne  received  a  slight  wound  in  the  face  with  a  musket  ball, 
but  not  so  as  to  hinder  his  approach.  Our  men  made  the  attack  with 
fixt  bayonets,  and  did  not  fire  a  gun.  A  considerable  number  of  the 
enemy  were  killed,  and  some,  supposed  to  be  those  that  occupied  their 
out  posts,  made  their  escape,  but  it  is  hoped  some  if  not  all  of  them  may 
have  fallen  into  our  hands.  We  are  told  the  ordnance  consists  of  8  pieces 
of  heavy  cannon,  one  or  two  large  mortars,  &c.  As  soon  as  it  was  light, 
our  people  began  to  fire  upon  the  shipping  before  the  fort,  one  of  which 
mounted  20  or  24  guns,  which  obliged  them  to  get  out  of  the  way  as  quick 
as  possible. 

Our  loss  was  4  killed  and  15  wounded  ;  that  of  the  enemy,  about  100. 
The  troops  killed  and  taken,  are  supposed  to  be  17th  regiment  British,  2 
companies  of  the  71st,  one  company  of  Robinson's  corps,  artillery  men, 
artificers,  &c. 


10.  [From  The  Boston  Gazette,  and  the  Country  Journal,  {Edes  and  Sons'.)  No.  1.302,  Boston, 
Monday,  August  9,  1779.] 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  an  Officer  at  Fort  Constitution,  dated  Jul//  20 

"  Captain  a  few  Days  before  the  Action  at  Stoney-Point, 

went  into  the  Fort  as  a  Flag :  The  Commander  ask'd  him  if  our  People 
intended  to  attack  his  Little  Gihralter ;  he  said  he  could  not  tell :  The 
Commander  said  he  would  give  us  Liberty  to  send  in  our  best  Engineer 
to  take  a  Plan  of  his  Works,  as  he  should  be  willing  we  should  be  per- 
fectly acquainted  with  the  Works  before  we  attacked  (this  by  way  of 
Hum.)     When  we  carried  the  Works  one  of  our  Officers  very  politely 
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waited  upon  the  Commander  of  the  Fort,  and  told  him,  We  were  lolh  to 
trouble  him  with  one  of  our  Engineers,  but  had  come  in  a  body  to  take  a 
Plan  of  his  Works." 


11.  [rrom  The  Itoyal  Gazette,  (RmsaiON's,)  No.  293,  New  York,  Wednesday,  July  21, 1779.] 

The  following  is,  at  present,  the  best  account  yet  obtained  of  the  late 
operations  on  Hudson's  River  : 

We  are  informed  that  a  large  detachment  of  the  Rebel  Army,  com- 
manded by  Mr.  Wayne,  last  Friday  morning  about  one  o'clock,  attacked 
the  fort  at  Stoney  Point,  on  Hudson's  River,  garrisoned  by  the  seven- 
teenth regiment,  two  companies  of  grenadiers  of  the  71st,  one  company 
of  Col.  Beverly  Robinson's  regiment,  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Johnson,  of  the  1 7th  regiment.  The  enemy  were  re- 
pulsed several  times,  and  lost  a  considerable  number  killed  on  the  spot, 
but,  being  supported  by  Mr.  Washington  with  the  main  body  of  the 
rebel  armv,  the  garrison  gave  way  to  a  vast  superiority  of  numbers ;  the 
loss  of  the  enemy,  tho'  considerable,  is  not  yet  known.  —  Of  the  Brit- 
ish troops  thirty  were  killed,  including  Captain  Tew  of  the  17th  regt, 
43  wounded  and  two  hundred  and  six  prisoners.  On  Sunday  some  rebel 
provision  vessels,  attempting  to  pass  down  the  river  by  Verplank's  to 
Stoney  point,  were  prevented  by  a  severe  cannonade  from  Lieut.  Colo- 
nel Webster,  who  commands  at,  and  has  very  effectually  defended  that 
post,  which  is  now  become  perfectly  secure,  as  the  rebels,  baffled  in 
their  attempts  upon  Verplank's  point,  on  Monday  evacdated  Stoney 
Fort,  and  it  was  that  evening  again  taken  possession  of  by  the  British 
forces.  Amongst  the  enemy's  wounded  was  Mr.  Wayne  who  commanded 
the  attack. 


12.  [From  The  New  York  Packet,  and  the  American  Advertiser,  (LoDDON's,)  No.  135,  Fish- 
KiU,  Thursday,  July  22,  1779.]  • 

FISH-KILL,  July  22.  With  pleasure  we  can  inform  the  public,  that 
the  fort,  lately  erected  by  the  British  on  Stony-Point,  was  taken,  be- 

♦  This  editorial  was  copied,  in  full,  in  The  Independent  Chronicle :  ami  the 
Universal  Advertiser,  No.  871,  Boston,  Thursday,  July  29,  1779;  and  in  The  Mas- 
sttchmetts  Spy:  Or,  American  Oracle  of  Liberty,  (Thojias's,)  Vol.  IX.  No.  430, 
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tween  one  and  two  in  the  morning  of  the  16th  inst.  by  a  detached  party 
of  our  army,  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Wayne.  Thej'  marched  in 
two  divisions,  and  came  up  to  the  enemy's  picket  about  one  o'cloclc,  who 
fired  ofl'  their  pieces,  gave  the  alarm,  and  ran  to  the  fort  with  all  possible 
speed ;  in  a  short  time  they  blazed  away  from  all  quarters  of  the  fort. 
—  Our  troops  were  ordered  to  attack  with  fixed  bayonets,  and  not  fire  a 
gun,  —  they  advanced  in  quick  motion  through  a  heavy  tire  of  mus- 
quetry  and  cannon.  We  had  about  25  men  killed  and  above  60  wounded, 
among  whom  were  six  officers ;  General  Wayne  received  a  slight  wound, 
with  a  ball,  above  his  temple —  Lieut.  Col.  Hay,  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
wounded  in  the  thigh and  the  following  officers,  belonging  to  the  East- 
ern troops,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Mj;ig8,  viz.  Capt.  Phelps,  in 
the  arm;  Capt.  Selden,  in  the  hip,  badly;  Lieut.  Palmer,  in  the  arm 

and  thigh  ;  Ensign  Hall,  his  left  arm  broke,  and  a  ball  in  his  hip ; 

about  five  of  the  wounded  soldiers  are  dead,  or  dying  of  their  wounds 
the  rest  are  like  to  do  well. The  bravery  of  this  enterprize  out- 
shines everything  of  the  kind  since  the  commencement  of  the  war  —  our 
enemies  themselves  being  judges. 

Colonel  Fleury,  who  commanded  the  van-guard,  behaved  with  his 
usual  gallantry,  was  the  first  man  who  mounted  the  bastion,  and  struck 
the  British  flag :  All  the  officers  and  men  behaved  with  unparalleled 
bravery. 

We  took  14  pieces  of  ordnance,  700  stands  of  arms,  tents,  several  hogs- 
heads of  rum,  Cheshire  cheese,  wine,  and  a  variety  of  stores.  The  enemy's 
killed  were  about  60,  and  their  wounded  about  the  same  number.  They 
had  only  one  officer  killed,  Capt.  Tew,  of  the  17'i>,  who  was  too  obstinate 
to  submit.  About  400  were  made  prisoners,  including  Col.  Johnson 
their  Commandant,  and  25  Officers. 

Our  men  have  destroyed  the  Fort,  and  brought  ofi"  all  the  artillery  and 
stores. 

The  evening  of  the  20th  inst.  26  of  the  enemy's  ships  fell  down  the 
river,  and  their  troops,  foot  and  horse,  are  returned  as  far  as  Tarry- 
Town. 

Worcester,  Thursday,  July  29, 1779;  and  the  first  three  paragraphs  in  The  Even- 
ing Post :  and  the  General  Advertiser,  No.  42,  Boston,  Saturday,  July  31, 1779.  — 
H.  B.  D. 
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13.  [Prom  The  New  York  Gazette :  and  the  Weekly  Mercury,  (Gaine's.)  No.  1449,  New  York, 
Monday,  July  26,  1779.] 

NEW-YORK,  July  26.  The  Rebels  evacuated  Stony-Point  last  Mon- 
day, when  the  British  Forces  took  immediate  Possession  thereof,  and  are 
now  building  a  new  Fort.  The  Loss  of  the  Royal  Army  was  30  killed,  in- 
cluding Captain  Te\v  of  the  1 7th,  43  wounded,  and  206  Prisoners.  There 
were  no  Hessian  Yagers  in  the  Fort  when  taken,  they  having  been  ordered 
back  to  Philipse's  by  his  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief  some  Time 
before  the  Attack  was  made.  The  whole  of  the  British  Artillery  that 
was  in  the  Fort,  is  recovered,  having  been  found  in  a  Rebel  Galley  that 
was  sunk  by  a  severe  Cannonade  from  Colonel  Webster,  who  com- 
mands at  Verplank's  Point. 


14.  [From  The  New  EampsUie  Gazette,  Vol.  II.  No.  75,  Portsmouth,  Tuesday,  July  27, 

1779.] • 

BOSTON,  July  22  —  Tuesday  at  twelve  o'Clock,  arrived  here  an  ex- 
press from  Major  General  Gates,  to  the  Honorable  President  of  Council 
of  this  State,  with  the  following  agreeable  and  important  intelligence,  viz. 

Providence,  July  19,  1779,  2  o'Clock,  P.  M. 
Sir 

I  have  infinite  satisfaction  in  sending  your  Hon.  Council  an  e.xtract 
of  a  letter  I  this  moment  received  from  Fish  Kill.  The  express  left  the 
North  River  the  IGth,  in  the  morning.  The  glorious  circumstances  of 
this  victory,  will  convince  the  world  of  the  superiority  of  the  American 
arms 

I  am  Sir,  &c 

Horatio  Gates 
President  of  Council, 

*  This  paragraph  had  been  published,  previous  to  its  appear.ance  in  The  New 
Uampshire  Gazette,  in  The  Independent  Chronicle:  and  the  Universal  Advertiser, 
No.  570,  Boston,  Thursday,  July  22,  1779;  in  The  Evening  Post,  and  the  General 
Advertiser,  No.  41,  Boston,  Saturday,  July  24,  1779;  in  The  Boston  Gazette,  and 
the  Country  Journal,  (Edes  and  Sons',)  No.  1300,  Boston,  Monday,  July  26,  1779; 
and  it  appeared,  subsequently,  in  Tlie  ^fassachllsetts  Spy ;  Or,  American  Oracle  of 
Liberty,  (Thomas's,)  Vol.  IX.  No.  430,  Worcester,  Thursday,  July  29,  1779.  — 

n.  B.  D. 
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[Enclosure.] 

Extract  of  a  letter,  from  an  officer  of  distinction,  at  Fisn  Kill 
DATED  JnLT  16, 1779. 

"  About  two  o'clock  this  morning,  Gen.  Wayne  marched  with  the  hght 
infantry,  in  two  seperate  columns,  for  Stony  Point  fort.  The  one  com- 
manded by  Gen.  Wayne,  appeared  to  be  discovered  just  before  they 
got  to  the  breast  work  ;  upon  which  the  enemy  gave  them  a  very  heavy 
fire,  which  retarded  their  march  ;  mean  while,  the  other  column  advanced, 
without  observation,  into  the  fort.  The  Gen.  continued  pressing  forward, 
mounting  the  works,  and  unfortunately  received  a  wound  in  the  cheek, 
from  one  of  the  enemys  bayonets ;  after  which  the  enemy  appeared  re- 
fractory, and  many  of  them  felt  the  force  of  Yankey  bayonets.  We  have 
four  men  killed  and  fifteen  wounded.  The  enemy  were  100  killed,  and 
381  taken  prisoners,  and  sent  out  of  the  fort  properly  guarded.  A  quan- 
tity of  ordnance,  provisions,  &c  fall  into  our  hands.  No  one  escaped  from 
the  fort.  Twenty  officers  were  taken,  among  whom  was  a  Col.  Jounson, 
the  commander." 


15.  [From  The  PennsylTania  Gazette,  and  General  Advertiser,  No.  2563,  Philadelphia, 
Wednesday,  July  28,  1779.] 

For  the  Pennsylvania  Gazette 

HARK  !  hear  the  Trumpet's  pleasant  Sound  ! 
Behold  yon  brave  young  Men  ! 
With  British  Ensigns  half  display'd 

The  Trophies  of  our  Wayne, 
Welcome,  young  Heroes,  from  the  Field, 

Where  ye  did  Laurels  gain  ; 
Let  ev'ry  Heart  exult  with  Joy, 

And  praise  our  gallant  Wayne. 
See  G1BBON8  on  the  Barriers  mount ! 

Each  Soldier  darts  a-main  — 
And  ev'ry  Youth  with  Ardour  burns, 

To  emulate  our  Wayne. 
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The  British  Butchers  hang  their  Heads, 

Their  Shame  for  to  sustain  ; 
Whilst  ev'ry  Heart,  with  Freedom  fraught, 

Praises  the  humane  Wayne. 
No  more  let  Faction,  Fraud,  Intrigue, 

Our  Cause  and  Councils  stain  ; 
Since  Envy's  Shafts  no  Hold  can  take 

Of  WASHINGTON  !ind  WAYNE. 
See  Freedom's  Banner's  high  unfurl'd. 

They  spread  from  Shore  to  Shore  ; 
And  Malice  from  her  Seat  is  hurl'd. 

She  falls  — •  to  rise  no  more. 


16.  [From  The  New  York  Packet,  and  the  American  Advertiser,  (Loudon's,)  No.  136,  Fish- 
Kill,  Thursday,  ,7uly  29,  1779.]* 

FISH-KILL,  July  29.  Our  gallant  Light  Infantry,  who,  under  the 
brave  and  intrepid  General  Wayne,  have  gained  immortal  honour,  by 
storming  the  British  garrison  at  Stoney  Point,  were  composed  of  drafts 
from  each  State.  The  firm  coolness  with  which  they  marched  up  to  the 
attack  of  what  our  enemies  stiled  the  American  Gibraller,  was  never  ex- 
ceeded by  any  troops  whatever,  ancient  or  modern,  and  cannot  be  suffi- 
ciently extolled.  The  Officers  and  men  were  even  emulous  to  go  upon 
the  Forlorn  Hope,  which  was  decided  by  lot,  when  one  Gentleman,  dis- 
appointed in  that  command  by  the  lots  favouring  his  neighbour,  expressed 
himself  as  a  child  of  misfortune  from  the  cradle,  while  the  other  bounded 
from  the  ground  with  joy.  They  proceeded  without  a  bullet  in  their 
pieces,  or  a  whisper  in  their  mouths,  till  getting  over  the  abbattees,  and 
scrambling  up  the  precipices,  the  enemy  called  out,  "  Come  on,  ye  damn'd 
rebels,  come  on."  Some  of  the  brave  fellows  softly  answered,  "  Don't  be 
in  such  a  hurry,  my  lads,  we'll  be  with  you  presently."  It  was  upwards 
of  twenty  minutes  from  the  time  the  firing  from  the  fort  began,  to  the 
surmounting  of  the  parapets  ;  besides  the  enemy  were  fully  prepared,  as 

*  The  first  paragraph  of  this  editorial  was  reproduced  in  The  Massachusetts  Spy: 
Or,  American  Oracle  nf  Liberty,  (Thomas's,)  No.  431,  Worcester,  Thursday,  Au- 
gust 5, 1779,  and  in  The  Evening  Post,  and  tlie  General  Advertiser,  No.  43,  Boston, 
Saturday,  August  7,  1779.  — ^.  B.  D. 
13 
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appeai'3  by  an  orderly  book,  wherein  directions  were  given  that  night 
'at  nine  o'clock,  for  the  garrison  to  mann  the  walls  and  lay  on  their  arms; 
the  place  was  carried  by  the  pure  bravery  alone  of  nine  hundred  assail- 
ants, against  a  garrison  of  upwards  of  six  hundred,  overcoming  every  ob- 
struction and  resistance  !  But  if  the  courage  exhibited  in  the  assault  is 
not  to  be  set  forth  adequate  to  their  merits,  what  pen  can  depict  their 
humanity  and  benevolence,  which  are  the  inseparable  attendants  of  true 
magnanimity  ?  Although  they  entered  the  fort  with  the  full  resolution 
of  putting  every  man  to  the  sword,  spurred  on  by  their  ardor,  by  their 
resentment  of  former  cruel  bayoneting,  which  many  of  them  had  experi- 
enced, and  still  more  by  the  recent,  the  savage  barbarity  of  burning  un- 
guarded towns,  of  insulting  and  even  deflowering  defenceless  women,  and 
reducing  to  the  last  distress  the  innocent  and  the  helpless ;  yet  the  cry  of 
"  Mercy  !  Mercy  !  dear  Americans  I  Mercy  !  Quarter !  brave  Americans  ! 
Quarter  !  Quarter  !"  disarmed  their  resentments  in  an  instant ;  insomuch, 
that  even  Colonel  Johnson,  the  Commandant,  has  freely  and  candidly 

acknowledged,  that   not   a  drop  of  blood  was   spilt   unnecessarily. 

Blush !  Oh  Britain,  blush  !  To  what  a  depth  art  thou  now  sunk !  Go  on, 
make  bonfires  of  the  sacking  villages,  until  fell  retaliation  open  your  eyes 
with  a  vengeance,  and  make  you  repent  in  tears  of  blood  !  But  a  British 
American  still  feels  for  you,  notwithstanding  all  that  you  have  done,  and 
even  now  wishes  that  other  tears,  if  possible,  might  expiate  thy  crimes  ! 
Yet,  alas !  what  else  can  wash  out  the  stain  of  your  East-India,  your  West- 
India,  your  American  murders  ?  You  yourselves  have  acknowledged  this 
war  to  be  unjust,  both  in  its  commencement  and  its  prosecution,  by  your 
too  late  and  untimely  oifers.  What  then  remains  ?  You  pretend  now 
to  be  our  enemies  on  account  of  that,  which  your  own  act  in  casting  us  off, 
tacitly  confirmed  long  ago  :  Confirm  then  our  Independence  publicly  too, 
execute  justice  upon  the  authors  of  this  horrid  and  infernal  war ;  and 
then,  for  the  sake  of  the  virtuous  which  remain  among  you,  and  from  the 
memory  of  the  soil  from  whence  the  Tree  of  Liberty  was  transplanted, 
we  may  yet  shake  hands  as  friends,  and  you  may  yet  reap  those  emolu- 
ments from  our  benevolence,  which  you  can  never  acquire  by  force. 

The  return  of  the  prisoners  taken  at  Stoney  Point  Fort,  we  learn,  are 
as  follows,  viz.  466  privates,  23  officers,  and  43  wounded  sent  into  the 
enemy  to  be  exchanged.  Total,  532.  The  killed  is  supposed  to  be,  be- 
tween thirty  and  forty. 
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17.  [From  the  same  paper.] 


From   RIVINGTON's   GAZETTE. 
NEW-YORK,   July  12. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Stoney-Point,  dated  July  7. 

"  Yesterday  Mr.  AVasiiington,  with  several  other  rebel  officers  were 
reconnoitring  our  post,  attended  with  about  500  men,  13  of  which  num- 
ber chose  to  come  in  to  us  in  the  course  of  the  day,  by  whom  we  learn, 
that  the  report  among  them  is,  that  an  attack  on  the  post  is  intended.  I 
have  not  a  doubt  that  it  will  prove  a  very  serious  affair  to  them." 

[Serious  indeed  Mr.  Rivington to  the  British  it  has  proved  so  in 

reality ;  and  if  you  mean  to  give  a  true  paragraph  in  the  Royal  Gazelle, 
tho'  the  truth,  as  fame  reports,  seldom  makes  its  appearance  there.  I  tell 
you  seriously  yet  truly,  that  the  brave  Americans,  in  the  space  of  thirty 
minutes,  stormed  your  strong  fortress  and  made  the  garrison  prisoners  of 
wai'.  Rather  than  retaliate,  by  putting  them  to  the  sword  (for  but  few 
were  killed)  mercy  and  humanity  triumphed.  —  Retaliation  was  forgot, 
when  the  prostrate  Britons  were  at  their  conquerors  feet,  imploring 
mercy.    While  your  Tr  YON  was  plundering  defenceless  villages,  burning 

and  consuming  the  property  of  peasants,  abusing  women  and  children 

Ignoble  task  !     Our  troops  were  storming  your  fortress,  and  leading  your 

best  soldiers  into  captivity  : Who  were  the  most  honorably  employed  ? 

For  further  particulars  of  this  serious  aifair,  I  refer  you  to  my  last 

paper,  as  well  as  to  this ;  out  of  both  you  may  collect  a  very  serious  par- 
agraph for  the  Royal  Gazette.^ 


18.  [From  The  New  York  Journal,  and  the  General  Advertiser,  (IIoLT's,)  No.  1836,  Pough- 
keepsie,  Monday,  August  2, 1779.] 

In  our  paper  of  the  19th  ult.  was  inserted  a  short  account,  of  the  tak- 
ing Stony  Point,  at  King's  Ferry,  on  the  west  side  of  the  North-River, 
[a  strong  fort,  which  the  enemy  had  been  for  many  weeks  laboriously 
constructing,  and  e.xpensively  furnishing  with  ample  supplies  of  artillerj-, 
small  arms,  ammunition  and  stores ;  and  which  they  ostentatiously  shewed 
to  some  of  our  people,  and  afTected  to  call  a  second  Gibraller,  impregnable 
to  any  attack  of  the  American  forces.]     This  fort  was  attacked  about  2 
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o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  16th  of  July  last,  by  a  detachment  consisting 
of  about  1200  men  drafted  from  the  troops  of  each  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General  Wayne.  In  addition  to  the 
account  already  published,  of  this  affair,  we  now  add  the  following  further 
particulars. 

The  detachment  marched,  in  two  divisions,  and  about  one  o'clock  came 
up  to  the  enemy's  pickets,  who  by  firing  their  pieces  gave  the  alarm,  and 
with  all  possible  speed  ran  to  the  fort ;  from  every  quarter  of  which,  in  a 
short  time,  they  made  an  incessant  fire  upon  our  people.  They  with  fixt 
bayonets  and  uncharged  pieces,  advanced  with  quick  but  silent  motion, 
thro'  a  heavy  fire  of  cannon  and  musquetry,  till  getting  over  the  abbatties, 
and  scrambling  up  the  precipices,  the  enemy  called  out,  "  come  on  ye 
damn'd  rebels,  come  on."  Some  of  our  people  softly  answered,  "  donH  be 
in  such  a  hurry  my  lads,  loe'U  be  with  you  presently."  And  accordingly, 
in  a  little  more  than  20  minutes  from  the  time  the  enemy  first  began  to 
fire,  our  troops  overcoming  all  obstructions  and  resistance,  entered  the 
fort ;  and  spurred  on  by  their  resentment  of  the  former  cruel  bayonet- 
ing, which  many  of  them,  and  others  of  our  people  had  experienced,  and 
of  the  more  recent  and  savage  barbarity  of  plundering  and  burning  un- 
guarded towns,  murdering  old  and  unarmed  men,  abusing  and  forcing 
defenceless  women,  and  reducing  multitudes  of  innocent  people  from 
comfortable  livings,  to  the  most  distressful  want  of  the  means  of  subsist- 
ence ;  -  -  Deeply  affected  by  these  cruel  injuries,  our  people  entered  the 
fort  with  a  resolution  of  putting  every  man  to  the  sword  ;  but  the  cry  of 
"  Mercy,  Mercy  !  dear  Americans  !  Mercy  !  Quarter  !  brave  Americans, 
Quarter !  Quarter !  disarmed  their  resentment  in  an  instant ;  insomuch 
that  even  Colonel  Johnson,  the  Commandant,  has  freely  and  candidly 

acknowledged,  that  not  a  drop  of  blood  was  spilt  unnecessarily Oh  ! 

Britain  !  turn  thy  eye  inward Behold,  and  tremble  at  thyself! 

Colonel  Fleuuy,  who  commanded  the  van  guard  and  behaved  with 
his  usual  gallantry,  was  the  first  man  who  mounted  the  bastion,  and 
struck  the  British  flag.  All  our  officers  and  men  behaved  with  remark- 
able bravery They  were  even  emulous  to  go  upon  the  Forlorn  Hope, 

which  was  decided  by  lot,  when  one  gentleman  thereby  excluded  from 
that  command,  spoke  of  himself  as  a  child  of  misfortune  from  the  cradle, 
while  the  other  leaped  for  joy. 

We  have  received  no  official  returns  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on 
either  side ;  nor  of  the  prisoners,  arms,  ammunition  and  stores,  taken  in 
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the  fort ;  but  according  to  the  accounts  we  have  received,  they  were  as 
follows,  viz. 

Of  our  people,  about  25  killed,  and  upwards  of  50  wounded ;  among 
which  Gen.  Wayne  received  a  slight  wound  on  the  side  of  his  face. 
Col.  Hay,  of  Pennsylvania,  a  wound  in  the  thigh  ;  and  of  Col.  Meigs's 
regiment,  Capt.  Phelps  wounded  in  the  arm ;  Capt.  Seldon,  badly  in 
the  hip;  Lieut.  Palmer  in  the  arm  and  thigh;  Ensign  Hall,  in  the  hip, 
and  his  arm  broke :  5  of  the  wounded  privates  are  dead,  the  rest  likely 
to  recover. 

Of  the  enemy.  Killed,  about  60,  one  of  whom  was  Capt.  Few  of  the 
17th  grenadiers,  who  was  too  obstinate  to  submit,  and  another  officer  who 
died  of  his  wounds.  Their  wounded  were  also  supposed  to  be  about  60, 
among  whom  were  2  or  3  officers.  Prisoners  of  the  enemy  405,  includ- 
ing the  Commandant,  Lieut.  Col.  Johnson,  of  the  17th  regiment;  and 
23  other  officers,  all  of  whom  were  sent  off  for  Pensylvania. 

Amon"  the  prisoners,  we  hear,  were  two  sons  of  Beverly  Robin- 
son (of  New  York,  now  a  Colonel  in  the  service  of  the  enemy,  against 
Lis  country  !)  and  a  son  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Auchmuty,  late  Rector  of 
Trinity  Church.  We  hear  it  was  with  great  difficulty  these  3  were  saved 
by  our  officers  from  being  sacrificed  to  the  resentment  of  the  soldiery ; 
who  being  about  to  retaliate  upon  them  with  bayonets,  the  usage  our 
people  have  repeatedly  received  from  the  British  troops,  they  begged  for 
mercy,  and  to  excite  pity,  said  they  were  Americans.  This  plea,  proving 
them  to  be  traitors,  as  well  as  enemies,  naturally  increased  the  fury  of 
our  soldiers,  who  were  upon  the  point  of  plunging  bayonets  into  their 
breasts,  when  they  were  restrained  by  their  officers. 

Since  the  above  account,  it  is  said,  the  following  returns  of  the  killed, 
wounded  and  prisoners,  at  Stony  Point,  have  been  made,  viz. 

Killed,  supposed  to  be  between  30  and  40.  Prisoners,  466  privates,  23 
officers,  and  43  wounded,  sent  in  to  the  enemy  to  be  exchanged  ;  in  all 
532,  besides  the  killed. 

Our  troops  brought  off  all  the  artillei'y,  stores,  &c.  consisting  we  are 
told  of  15  pieces  of  brass  and  iron  cannon,  mortars  and  howitzers,  among 
which  were  two  24  pounders,  two  brass  12*3,  sundry  field  pieces,  one  12 
inch  mortar,  four  howitzers,  10  inches  to  five  and  a  half,  a  full  comple- 
ment of  cartridges,  ball,  shells,  &c.  for  the  above  ;  700  stands  of  arms, 
tents,  several  hogsheads  of  rum,  wine,  cheese,  a  variety  of  other  stores, 
and  a  small  quantity  of  provisions. 
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By  one  of  the  enemy's  orderly  books,  which  fell  into  our  hands,  it  ap- 
pears, that  they  were  apprised  of  our  design  of  attacking  the  fort,  and 
had  prepared  for  it,  by  giving  directions  at  9  o'clock  that  night,  for  the 
garrison  to  man  the  walls,  and  lie  on  their  arms.  It  appears  also  from 
Rivington's  Roi/al  Gazelle  of  the  12th  of  July,  that  13  deserters,  or 
rather  traitors  (seduced  by  bribery  and  false  pretences  of  the  British 
emissaries,  to  become  enemies  to  their  country)  had  informed  the  enemy 
of  our  design  to  attack  the  fort,  tho'  it  is  not  probable,  that  they  had 
any  knowledge  of  the  intended  attack,  but  by  conjecture.  Rivington's 
paper,  tho'  it  might  with  great  propriety,  be  called  A  magazine  of  lies, 

yet  sometimes  contains  articles  of  truth That  is  when  a  matter  of 

truth,  happens  to  coincide  with,  and  favour  their  designs  of  fraud  and 
villainy  —  In  this  instance  therefore  we  may  believe  him,  when  to  in- 
jure our  cause,  he  tells  us  they  knew  of  our  design  of  attacking  the  fort 

Tho'  it  is  probable  they  had  such  confidence  in  their  own  strength, 

that  they  did  not  make  a  necessary  improvement  of  the  information. 


19.  [From  The  Pennsylvania  Packet,  or,  The  General  Advertiser,  (Dn.vLiP's,)  Plulaaelphia, 
Tuesday,  August  3,  1771).] 

August  2,  1779 
Mr.  Dunlap, 

On  my  return  from  General  Wayne's  seat  to  this  city  on  Sunday 
last,  I  repeatedly  heard  the  following  report  -  -  "  That  the  General  was 
dangerously  wounded,  and  his  life  despaired  of"  Such  reports  (inde- 
pendent of  what  the  Generals  family  and  friends  must  feel)  are  evidently 
raised  from  malicious,  and  tory  principles.  I  have  been  informed  the 
assertion  originates  with,  and  is  propagated  by  the  Sheriff  of  Chester 
county,  and  that  he  had  his  information  from  me.  In  justice  to  myself 
and  the  public,  who  must  be  interested  in  a  brave  man's  safety,  I  declare 
I  never  gave  such  information,  am  entirely  unacquainted  with  Mr.  Sher- 
iff, and  that  the  whole  is  a  lie ;  and  it  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure  I 
assure  the  public,  that  the  General's  wound  is  so  slight,  and  his  recovery 
so  near  being  perfected,  that  he  will  very  soon  be  again  at  the  head  of  his 

troops. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  Immble  servant 

H.  W.  Akcher,  A.D.Camp, 

to  General  Watne 


APPENDIX.  103 


20.  [From  The  New  Jersey  Gazette,  (Collins's.)  Vol.  II.  No.  84,  Trenton,  Wednesday.  August 

4,  1779.] 

TnE  British  prisoners  taken  at  Stony-Point,  arrived  at  Philadelpbia 
on  Friday  evening  last,  and  were  conducted  to  the  new-gaol. 


21.  [From  The  Pennsylvania  Packet,  or,  The  General  Advertiser,  (Ddnlap's,)  Philadelphia, 
Thursday,  August  5,  1779.] 

August  3,  1779. 
Mn.  Bradfoed 

In  your  last  paper,  where  you  give  a  list  of  the  stores  taken  at  Stony- 
Point,  you  mention  but  334  firelocks  and  103  cartouch  boxes,  this  sur- 
prised me  greatly,  as  tlie  number  of  fighting  men  said  to  be  in  the  works, 
greatly  exceeded  the  highest  of  the  above  numbers,  and  must  have  done 
so,  as  there  have  been  435  prisoners  brought  into  the  new  goal,  besides 
the  killed,  wounded,  and  officers,  together  with  their  servants,  many  of 
whom  are  probably  soldiers.  To  satisfy  myself,  I  enquired  into  the  cause 
(from  persons  well  informed)  and  was  told,  that  immediately  on  the  sur- 
render many  of  the  inhabitants  got  into  the  fort  and  carried  off  every 
thing  they  could,  while  the  troops  were  employed  in  securing  the  prison- 
ers, and  before  the  hurry  and  confusion  incident  to  such  occasions  could 
be  suppressed,  possibly  the  property  of  some  British  officers  may  have 
been  included  in  the  plunder,  and  the  blame  laid  on  our  brave  soldiers. 
I  am  further  told,  that  plunder,  to  the  value  of  five  or  six  hundred 
pounds,  was  found  in  a  neighboring  house,  but  the  lenity  of  our  General 
prevented  any  other  punishment  being  inflicted  on  the  owners  but  carry- 
ing on  his  back. 

In  the  night  of  the  first  day  the  prisoners  were  on  their  march,  a  num- 
ber of  them  rushed  out  of  a  barn,  one  man  crying  fire,  and  many  others, 
soldiers  bundle  up  your  knapsacks,  we  are  free ;  the  guards,  not  finding 
it  possible  otherwise  to  suppress  the  tumult,  were  obliged  to  fire,  by  which 
two  of  the  prisoners  were  killed  and  15  wounded  ;  unfortunately  one  of 
our  Serjeants  lost  his  life. 

I  am  told  Mr.  Rivington  has  made  our  loss  so  considerable,  that  he 

asserts,  the  English  would  willingly  loose  a  fort  every  week  on  the  same 

terms.    I  believe  you  may  safely  venture  to  assure  him,  we  shall  gladly 

embrace  the  offer. 

I  ai!,  Sir,  your's,  &c.  &c. 
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22.  [From  The  Ponnsylvania  Packet,  or,  The  General  Advertiser,  (DuNLAP's,)  Philadelphia, 
Saturday,  August  7, 1779.] 

An  Anecdote 

When  the  gallant  General  Wayne  received  his  wound  in  storming 
Stony-Point,  he  was  a  good  deal  staggered,  and  fell  upon  one  knee  — 
But  the  moment  he  recovered  himself,  he  called  to  his  Aids  who  sup- 
ported him  —  and  said  "  lead  me  forward  —  If  I  am  mortally  wounded, 
let  me  die  in  the  Fort." 


23.  [From  The  New  York  Gazette :  and  the  Weekly  Mercury,  (Gaine's,)  No.  1452,  New  York, 
Monday,  August  16,  1779.] 

Mr.  Printer, 

I  Have  just  met  with  a  rebel  newspaper  of  the  3d  inst.  which  contains 
a  very  curious  article  relative  to  the  attack  on  Stoney-Point. 

The  article  is  written  in  that  turgid  stile,  and  in  that  little  spirit  of 
triumph,  which  distinguish  almost  all  the  rebel  publications,  on  the  acqui- 
sition of  any  trifling  advantage.  It  is  at  once  a  just  sample  of  the  elo- 
quence and  temper  of  the  Rebels.  The  article  begins  thus  -  -  "  Our 
"  gallant  light  infantry,  who,  under  the  brave  intrepid  general  Wayne, 
"  have  gained  immortal  honour  by  storming  the  British  garrison  at  Stoney- 
"  Point,  were  composed  of  drafts  from  each  state.  The  firm  coolness  with 
"  which  they  marched,"  &c.  It  proceeds  in  the  same  style  of  bombast  and 
exaggeration  to  describe  the  amazing  fortitude,  iconderful  prowess,  and 
astoni»hin(j  humanity  which  marked  the  conduct  of  the  rebel  troops  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  whole  business. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  detract  from  any  bravery  or  humanity  which  may 
have  been  shewn  by  the  rebels  on  this  occasion.  I  respect  those  qualities 
even  in  an  enemy ;  and  so  far  as  the  rel>els  exhibited  either,  or  both,  at 
Stoney-Point,  (of  which  however  I  am  unable  to  judge  at  present)  I  give 
them  full  credit. 

But  the  writer  of  the  above  article  was  not  aware  that  by  extolling  the 
bravery  and  humanity  of  General  AVayne  and  his  men  so  extravagantly, 
he  induces  his  readers  to  conclude  that  such  instances  are  very  rare  among 
the  rebels.  People  who  would  make  a  figure,  and  have  but  slender  means, 
must  make  the  most  of  the  little  they  possess.    This  writer  tells  us  that  the 
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men  destined  for  the  attack  of  Stoney-Point,  "  were  composed  of  drafts 
from  each  state ; "  and  we  are  elsewhere  assured  that  they  amounted  to 
upwards  oi  twelve  hundred  —  some  say  to  double  that  number.  Is  it  so 
extraordinary  a  matter  that  all  the  states,  as  he  calls  them,  should  furnish 
twelve  hundred  men  (reckoning  them  at  the  lowest  calculation,  and  of 
whom  many  were  Europeans)  who,  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  and  after 
taking  every  precaution  to  conceal  their  design  —  even  killing  all  the 
dogs  in  the  neighborhood  of  Stoney-Point  to  prevent  an  alarm  —  is  it  ex- 
traordinary, I  say,  that  such  a  body  of  men,  thus  picked,  and  culled,  and 
circumstanced,  would  venture  to  attack  about  four  hundred  men  V  for  if 
my  information  be  right,  the  effective  men  at  Stoney-Point  did  not  exceed 
that  number.  Among  troops  accustomed  to  face  and  meet  their  enemies, 
I  am  sure  this  would  not  be  esteemed  any  mighty  afl'air.  When  the 
British  troops,  not  amounting  to  1200  men,  really  stormed  the  rebel  forts 
at  the  Highlands,  in  open  day,  forts  that  were  defended  by  a  garrison 
three  times  as  numerous  as  that  at  Stoney-Point,  there  was  not  half  so 
much  said  about  it,  as  there  is  said  here  of  General  Wayne's  exploit. 
Such  things  are  expected  from  British  troops,  there  is  nothing  unusual  in 
it ;  and  therefore  little  is  said  about  it. 

Our  writer  reminds  me  of  a  passage  in  De  Solis's  history  of  the  con- 
quest of  Mexico.  —  While  CoR  TEZ  was  subduing  that  empire,  a  Span- 
iard was  killed  in  a  fray  with  the  natives.  The  Mexicans  got  possession  of 
the  corpse  and  viewed  it  with  a  mixture  of  admiration  and  joy  —  admira- 
tion at  their  own  prowess  in  killing  a  Spaniard,  and  joy  to  find  that  the 
Spaniards  were  vulnerable  and  mortal !  Similar  to  this  is  an  incident  re- 
lated by  JosEPHUs,  when  Titus  besieged  Jerusalem.  The  Roman  gen- 
eral constructed  works,  and  planted  engines  on  them  to  batter  the  walls. 
The  Jews  made  a  sally,  destroyed  the  works,  and  burnt  the  engines. 
They  exulted  most  extravagantly  on  this  little  success,  which  only  served 
to  confirm  their  obstinacy,  hasten  their  ruin,  and  stimulate  them  to  greater 
cruelties  against  their  wretched  brethren,  who  groaned  under  all  the  hor- 
rors of  foreign  and  domestic  war. 

This  writer  is  so  hugely  elated  with  the  afiair  at  Stoney-Point,  that  he 
thinks  Britain  should  now  "  confirm  the  independency  of  America  pub- 
licly!"  Can  any  one  be  so  stupid  as  to  imagine  that  such  a  trifling  affair 
could  be  any  way  decisive  at  present,  or  influence  the  conduct  of  Britain  ? 
Or  are  incidents  of  this  kind  unusual  in  the  course  of  war  ?  1  could  men- 
tion several  instances  where  out-posts  belonging  to  the  greatest  Generals 
14 
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that  ever  led  armies  into  the  field,  have  been  attacked  and  carried  —  and 
in  wars  too  where  those  Generals  have  been  most  successful.  People 
who  are  so  easily  elated,  betray  their  own  weakness,  both  in  judgment 

and  resources;  and  generally  are  as  easily 'depressed their  minds, 

like  a  pendulum,  will  vibrate  to  either  extreme  exactly  as  circumstances 
occur;  and  it  is  an  indubitable  proof  how  low  the  affairs  of  the  rebels  are 
sunk,  when  so  trivial  an  advantage  is  puffed  off  with  so  much  parade.  It 
evidently  shews  that  they  are  oliliged  to  seize  every  little  incident  which 
£an  serve,  by  exaggeration,  to  support  the  flagging  spirits  of  their  parti- 
zans.  Let  me  add,  that  the  rebels,  about  the  same  time,  lost  more  men 
at  Stono  Ferry,  and  Minisink,  than  we  lost  at  Stoney-Point. 

After  all,  what  great  effects  have  attended  this  affair  ?  Did  not  the 
rebels  precipitately  abandon  Stoney-Point  in  a  few  days  ;  —  unable  either 
to  retain  it,  or  injure  the  garrison  at  Verplank's  Point.  However  con- 
scious the  possession  of  that  place  would  be  of  the  greatest  advantage  to 
the  King's  army,  and  attended  with  numberless  inconveniences  to  them- 
selves ;  yet  their  courage  failed  when  the  possession  of  it  was  to  be  dis- 
puted, in  open  day,  with  British  troops.  They  prudently  declined  that 
dispute,  and  sneaked  off  before  the  matter  became  too  serious.  Stoney- 
Point  is  ours ;  and  things  are  in  the  same  situation,  with  respect  to  the 
contest,  as  before :  and  I  have  not  a  doubt  but  this  flurry  will,  in  the  end, 
be  of  service  to  us. 

Our  writer  goes  on  to  extol  the  "  humanity  "  of  the  rebels  ;  and  con- 
trasts it  with  the  "  savage  barbarity  of  burning  unguarded  towns,  deflow- 
ering defenceless  women,"  &c.  As  far  as  truth  will  permit  I  am  willing 
to  believe,  for  the  honour  of  America,  that  the  rebels  on  this  occasion 
relaxed  in  their  usual  barbarity.  As  it  is  the  first  instance,  it  should  be 
recorded ;  though  it  would  have  lost  nothing,  had  it  been  expressed  in 
less  exaggerated  terms. 

The  Rebels  have  hitherto  been  infamous  for  their  wanton  cruelties. 
Their  brutal  treatment  of  Governor  Franklin,  Col.  Campbell,  Major 
Hamilton,  and  many  other  persons  of  distinction  whom  I  could  mention 
—  their  barbarity  to  Loyalists  in  general,  and  at  this  present  hour  — 
hanging  men  for  acting  according  to  the  dictates  of  conscience  —  whip- 
ping men  almost  to  death,  because  they  will  not  take  up  arms  —  pub- 
lickly  whipping  even  women,  whose  husbands  would  not  join  the  mili- 
tia —  their  confiscations  fines  and  imprisonments  :  These  things  which 
they  daily  and  indubitably  practise,  very  ill  agree  with  the  character  of 
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humanity  so  lavishly  bestowed  on  them  by  this  writer.  Nothing  but  a 
long,  ver)'  long  series  of  conduct  the  reverse  of  this  can  wipe  off  the  in- 
famy whicli  they  hereby  incurred. 

The  charge  of  "  deflowering  defenceless  women,"  is  one  of  those  delib- 
erate, malicious  falshoods  which  are  circulated  by  the  Rebels  purely  to 
incense  the  inhabitants  against  the  British  troops.  As  to  "  burning  un- 
guarded towns,"  this  writer  should  know  that  the  King's  troops  burn  no 
houses  except  public  magazines,  and  those  from  which  they  are  fired  at, 
or  otherwise  annoyed.  This  was  lately  the  case  at  Fairfield  and  Nor- 
walk,  the  towns  to  which,  I  suppose  the  author  alludes ;  and  when  houses 
are  thus  converted  into  citadels,  it  is  justifiable  to  burn  them  by  the  rules 
of  war  among  all  civilized  nations. 

New  Haven  was  in  the  possession  of  the  King's  troops  ;  yet  they  did 
not  burn  it :  The  reason  was,  they  were  not  fired  at  from  the  houses  dur- 
ing their  Approach  to,  or  retreat  from  the  town.  Some  of  the  inhabi- 
tants however  did  what  would  have  justified  the  British  troops  in  consign- 
ing it  to  the  flames.  Sentries  placed  to  guard  particular  houses,  have 
been  fired  at  from  those  very  houses,  and  killed.  An  oflicer  of  distinction 
took  a  prisoner  who  was  on  horseback,  and  had  a  gim  ;  the  prisoner  ap- 
parently submitted ;  but  watching  for  an  opportunity,  he  discharged  his 
gun  at  the  oflicer,  and  wounded  him.  The  wounded  officer  was  carried 
into  an  adjoining  house  to  have  his  wound  dressed :  The  owner  of  the 
house  seemed  to  be  kind  and  attentive  to  the  oflicer  ;  the  latter,  in  grati- 
tude for  his  attention,  ordered  the  soldiery,  on  his  departure  to  be  partic- 
ularly careful  of  the  house,  that  no  injury  should  be  oflered  to  it.  Yet 
no  sooner  was  the  oflicer  gone,  and  at  the  distance  of  fifty  yards,  than 
this  very  man  discharged  a  loaded  musket  at  him  !  These  are  samples  of 
rebel  humanity,  which  sweetly  harmonize  with  our  writers  sentiments. 

In  fine.  This  writer  and  all  others  of  his  stamp,  should  remember,  that 
the  colonies  are  now  in  a  state  of  revolt  and  rebellion  against  their  right- 
ful Sovereign.  The  British  legislature  is  imalterabli/  determined  to  bring 
them  back  to  their  allegiance.  The  most  generous  overtures  have  been 
made  to  them  —  A  redress  of  grievances,  an  exemption  from 
TAXES,  AND  A  FREE  TRADE  have  been  offered.  These  liberal  terms 
would  indubitably  make  America  the  happiest,  freest  and  most  flourish- 
ing country  in  the  world.  But  the  American  Congress  have  madly  and 
insolently  rejected  these  terms.  The  Congress  therefore,  and  their  par- 
tizans,  are  justly  chargeable  before  God  and  the  world,  with  all  the  calam- 
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ities  which  America  now  suffers ;  and  with  all  those  other  and  greater 
calamities  which  it  will  probably  hereafter  suffer  in  the  course  of  this  un- 
natural contest. 

CAiroiDUS. 
August  13, 1779. 


24.  [From  The  New  York  Packet,  and  the  American  Advertiser,  (LoroON's,)  No.  139,  Fish- 
Kill,  Thursday,  August  19, 1779.] 

For    the     NEW-YORK     PACKET. 

Sir     Henry      Clinton's     SOLILOQUY, 

upon  his  recovery  from  the  phrenzy  into  which  he 
was  thrown  hy  the  storming  of  Stonet-Point. 

"  rp  O  fgJii,  —  or  not  to  fght  ?  —  that  is  the  question ! " 

J-  Whether  'tis  hest  within  *ManhaUen's  isle, 
Smig  to  encamp,  secure  from  war's  alarms  ! 
Or,  mounting  Hudson's  oft  atiempled  wave, 
.  Encircled  with  my  British,  German  bands. 
At  once  let  loose  the  terrors  of  my  arm, 
And  crush  rebellion  at  its  farthest  source  ! 
"  To  fight  -  -  Perchance  be  beat .'---"  ah,  there's  the  rub." 
{Conscience  makes  a  coward  of  Sir  Harry!) 
Well  I  remember  the  opprobious  time 
When  TRYON  and  Sir  George,  by  my  command. 
O'er  poor  Connecticut's  defenceless  towns 
Pour'd  out  the  jlaming  vials  of  my  wrath, 
Murder'd  the  old,  and  plunder'd  the  infirm  ; 
Torrent-like,  when  brave  Wayne's  determined  corps 
Resistless  rush'd  o'er  all  my  boasted  works. 
And  in  an  instant  quench'd  the  British  fire  I 
What  dread  ideas  fill  my  tortured  brain  ! 
West-Point  still  rises  to  my  troubled  view  ! 
Unnerves  my  heart !  —  and  damps  my  ardent  passion 

For  the  charge ! 

There,  proud  Ameiica's  undaunted  host 
With  vict'ry  flush'd,  and  pulses  beating  high, 
*  Torh-Island. 
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Unfurl  their  glitt'ring  ensigns  to  the  air, 
And  claim,  impatient  claim,  the  promis'd  fight  1 
There  god-like  Washington  triumphant  stands, 
Smiles  at  my  losses,  and  defies  my  power  ! 
What's  to  he  done'?  —  at  Charlestown  bafBed  twice, 
At  Monmouth  routed  with  a  dire  disgrace  ! 
Britannia  blushing!  —  my  sovereign's  hopes, 
So  fiatt'ring  late,  all  vanishing  to  nought ! 
"  It  must  be  so  ! "  soon  as  to-morrow's  sun 
Thro'  Ether  darts  his  horizontal  rays. 

Strait  I'll  embark! 

Unfold  the  spreading  canvass  to  the  winds. 

And  bend  my  course  to  England's  peaceful  shore; 

Join  Gage,  Bvrgoyne,  and  Howe,  ill-fated  chiefs. 

Who  trod  before  me  this  disastrous  round  ; 

Beneath  their  wither'd  laurels  lay  me  down, 

And  sleep  the  hours  away  !  nor  dream  again 

Of  conqu'ring  Freedom's  all  subduing  Sons  ! 

S.  . 


IV.  VARIOUS  PAPERS  CONCERNING  THE  ASSAULT  ON 
STONY-POINT. 


1.  [From  the  original  manuscript.] 

Ace'  &  Appraisement  of  the  Quarter  Master's  Stores,*  taken  from  the 
Enemy  at  Stoncy  Point  the  IG""  of  July  1779,  Vizt 


Dollars 

9  Marquees     . 

@  600  Dolls       . 

.     5400 

1  Horseman's  Tent 

. 

160 

9  Wall    DO     . 

120    . 

.      1080 

121  Common    D"     . 

80 

9680 

*  By  reference  to  General  Washington's  letter  of  August  ISth,  1779,  {ante, 
pages  58,  59,  note,)  it  will  be  seen  that  these  goods,  together  with  the  artillery 
and  ordnance  stores,  were  purchased  by  the  Congress  for  the  use  of  the  Conti- 
nent. -  H.  B.  D. 


no 
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16  Sets  of  Tent  Poles  . 

5 

80 

94  Spades   . 
47  Picks 

4 
3 

376 
141 

1  Augur    . 

3 

2  Wliipsaws    . 
2  Crosscut  Do 

100 
80 

200 
160 

1  Handsaw 

15 

1  Broad  Ax 

12 

27  Narrow  Axes 

6 

162 

8  Hammers 

4 

32 

3  Crow  Bars 

20 

60 

3  Trowels 

3 

9 

4  Clevers 

4 

16 

1  small  Sein 

. 

100 

1  Speaking  Trumpet 

1  Bundle  of  Nail  Rods  w*  abt 

201b 
Attest 

• 

6 

20 

A  True  Copy 

Doll-M7 
Geo.  Olnet  Aud 

,712 

2.  GENERAL  ST.  CLAIR  TO  GENERAL  WAYNE. 

[From  the  origmal  manuscript.] 

New  Windsor  July  l"*  1779 
Dear  General 

It  was  with  true  Pleasure  that  I  received  the  News  of  your  Success  at 
Stony  Point  on  which  I  beg  leave  to  present  you  my  Cordial  Congratu- 
lation It  is  an  Event  that  makes  a  very  great  Alteration  in  the  Situation 
of  Affairs  and  must  have  important  Consequences,  and  the  more  Glorious 
from  its  being  effected  with  so  little  loss.  It  is  in  short  the  compleatest 
Surprise  I  have  ever  heard  of —  Please  to  present  my  Compliments  to 
the  Gentlemen  of  your  Family  and  all  our  Friends  and  believe  me  with 

much  Esteem 

Dear  General 

Your  very  humble  Serv' 
A.  S''  Clair 

[Addressed,  "  The  HonWe  Brigadier  General  Wayne."] 
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3.  FROM  A.  SKINNER,  DEPUTY  COMMISSARY-GENERAL  OF  PRISON- 
ERS, TO  COLONEL  BUTLER. 

[From  the  original  manuscript.] 

18'i>  July  1779 
Sir 
■with  this.  I  have  Sent  two  of  the  Negroe  Boys  who  were  taken  in  the 

Fort  * I  wrote  you  abt  half  an  hour  ago  relative  to  my  Situation 

respecting  the  officers  of  the  British  in  my  Care,  they  say  that  what  they 
have  was  given  them  and  I  wou'd  wish  to  have  yours  or  the  General's 
Direction.! 

AVhatever  it  is.  it  shall  be  done. 

I  am  In  haste 

D'  Col"  Yours  &o 
A.  Skinner 

DCGPris' 
Colo  Butler 

[Addressed,  "  Colo  Butler  at  Stoney  Point  or  Major  Stewart."] 

*  Further  reference  to  the  negro  captives,  their  slalus  among  the  spoils,  ami  the 
dispo.^ition  of  them,  —  not  as  men,  but  as  public  property,  subject  to  sale  for  the 
benefit  of  the  captors,  —  may  be  found  in  General  Wayne's  letter  to  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Meigs,  July  25th,  1779,  post,  page  118.  —  H.  B.  D. 

t  It  is  probable  the  following  refers  to  the  subject  here  alluded  to;  — 

[From  the  original  manuscript.] 
Inventory  of  Bayyage  taken  from  the  British  Officers  viz'. 

(  Superfine  Scarlet  Cloth  (Supposed)  a  Pattern  for  a  Coat  of  narrow  Cloth. 

I  1  Small  piece      d»    %  Yards 

r  2.5  Y''»  White  Shalloon  or  thereab" 

<  p»  Buckram,  2  Sticks  red  4  White  Twist 

C  Some  red  and  White  Silk 
y/  1  Spy  Glass  Elegant  of  Dollaud's  make 
V  2  Red  Silk  Sashes  &  2  Black  Leather  Belts 

1  fur  Cap. 

3  p   Breeches    1  p'  Overalls    &  1  Jacket 

2  p'  Worsted    2  p'  Silk    1  W  Thread    &  1  pair  of  Buckskin  Stocks' 

1  Table  Cloth 

1  pillow  Case 
1  pocket  Handkf. 

1  Towell 

2  Night  Caps    1  Woollen  D" 
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4.  GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  WAYNE. 
[From  the  original  manuscript.] 

Heiul  Q"  July  the  19:  1779 
Deak  Sie 

I  request  that  you  will  transmit  me  as  soon  as  possible  —  Keturns  of 
our  killed  and  wounded  in  the  attack  on  the  night  of  the  1.5  —  also  of  the 
Enemys  loss  in  killed  -  wounded  &  prisoners.  Congress  will  be  impa- 
tient to  receive  the  particulars. 

I  am  D'  Sir  with  great  regard 

Y'  Most  Obed'  Sert. 
P.  S.  It  will  be  necessary  Go  ■Washington 

for   you    to    transmit    a 
formal    report    of    your 

a/  Bundle  of  Flints 

1  p'  Boots 

1  p'  Gaiters  &  1  odd  one 

1  Candlestick 
a/  1  Powder  Bag. 

V'  2  Books  on  Fortification  &  Navigation 

1  Horse  Canteen  Contains 

2  White  Flasks 
1  Long     Ditto 

3  Bowls  &  Saucers 
3  Tin  plates 

1  Tea  pot 
Nutmeg  Grater 
Mustard  Bottle 
a  Tin  KuUender 

2  Horse  Canteens  Cont? 

2  Flasks 

1  Tea  pot    Tin 

2  Saucers 
Oil  Bottle 

1  Tin  KuUender  &  Tin  Box 
Knife  &  i  Forks 

4  Black  Leather  Portmautua's 

3  Portmantua  Trunks 
2  Hair  Trunks. 

[Endorsed  by  General  Wayne,  "  Invoice  of  Baggage  taken  from  the  British  by 
the  Com?  G  Pris"."]  —  U.  B.  D. 
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proceedings  from  the  time  of  your  inarch  till  the  reduction  of  the  Garri- 
son —  with  the  Returns.* 

[Addressed,  "  public  Service.     To  Brigad  Geni  Wayne."] 


5.  HON.  THOMAS  BUEKE,  MEMBER  OF  CONGRESS,  TO  GENERAL 
WAYNE.t 

[From  the  original  manuscript.] 

Philadelphia  July  19">  1779 
D"  Sib 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  Signal  and  brilliant  Success  of  your  Enter- 
prize  against  Stoney  point. 

This  gallant  and  Important  affair,  has  filled  us  all,  with  very  high  Satis- 
faction, and  mine,  I  assure  you  is  peculiarly  improved ;  because,  an  Offi- 
cer, of  whom  I  had  conceived  a  very  high  Apinion,  and  for  whom  I  have 
very  great  Esteem  and  Regard,  has  conduted  it,  and  obtain'd  Such  Sin- 
gular glory. 

The  happy  Eifect  of  your  good  Conduct,  has  saved  your  humanity,  the 
pain  it  would  have  felt,  haid  your  Enterprize  Cost  you  the  lives  of  many 
of  your  brave  Soldiers,  and  gallant  Officers  ;  and  even  had  you  been  un- 
der the  Necessity  of  Slaughtering  many  of  the  Enemy,  to  the  humane, 
(and  Such  are  all  the  brave  and  good)  this  is  a  very  pleasing  Circum- 
stance attending  your  Success,  every  one  Remarks,  that  your  Magnan- 
imous Generosity,  has  triumphed  over  the  Enemy,  as  much  as  your  Cour- 
age and  Conduct. 

I  was  much  concerned  when  I  beared  you  were  wounded :  but,  learning 
on  Enquiry,  that  it  was  but  Slight,  I  considered  it  as  not  worth  attention 
in  so  great  an  affair,  and  I  find,  by  your  letter  to  General  Washington, 
you  did  not  think  it  of  Consequence  enough  to  mention  it. 

Having  mentioned  your  letter,  I  must  declare,  I  think  it  a  Just  Model 
of  martial  eloquence  ;  equal'd  by  none,  but  C-ESAk's  Vent  Vidi  Vici  I 
wish  your  example  may  be  followed  in  this,  as  well  as  in  the  other  parts 

*  For  these  Returns,  and  the  detailed  Report,  here  referred  to,  see  pages  76-81, 
ante.—  n.  B.  D. 

t  The  reply  to  this  letter,  dated  "  Fish  Kill  lands  1"  Aug'  1779,"  may  be  found 
on  page  123.  —  B.  B.  D. 

15 
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of  your  Military  Character.     I  wish  you  long  life ;  I  need  not  add  glory, 

for  you  will  have  it. 

and  am  D'  Sir  very  truly 

your  Friend  &  S" 

Tno^  Burke 
Gen'  Watne 

— • — 

6.   EXTRACT   OF  A  LETTER  FROM   GOVERNOR   TRUMBULL  TO  THE 
BARON  STEUBEN. 

(From  the  original  manuscript,  in  The  Steuben  Papers,  Vol.  I.] 

Lebanon  lO'ii  July  1779 

SiK 

I  congratulate  you  on  our  happy  Success  at  Stony-Point.     The  Lord 
reigneth,  let  us  rejoyce. 

I  am,  with  great  Esteem  &  Regard 
Sir. 

Your  Obedient 

humble  Servant 

JoN™  Tkumbuli, 
Maj'  General  Stedben  — 


7.  GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  WATNE. 

[From  the  original  manuscript.] 

July  the  20:  1779 
CSlK 

I  observe  in  your  Letter  of  the  IG'h  of  July  by  Mr  Akcher  that  you 
make  particular  mention  of  his  intrepidity  and  firmness  in  the  Assault 
on  Stony  point.  Is  it  your  wish  that  he  should  be  the  Bearer  of  my 
dispatches  to  Congress  ?  His  circumstances  are  peculiar  —  he  has  no 
appointment  in  the  Army.  It  will  be  impossible  to  provide  for  him  in 
any  particular  line ;  but  perhaps  he  might  obtain  a  Brevet  Commission 
without  giving  any  uneasiness.*     I  shall  be  glad  to  know  your  sentiments 

*  The  "uneasiness"  of  the  officers  of  the  Continental  army,  to  wliicli  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief referred  in  the  above  letter,  was  the  soui-ce  of  constant  troiible  to 
him,  and  proves  that  selfishness  formed,  as  generally  as  it  does  in  tliese  days,  an  im- 
portant element  of  the  "  patriotism  "  of  the  army  of  the  Revolution.  —  II.  B.  D. 
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upon  the  occasion  and  of  the  operation  such  an  appointment  and  the  send- 
ing him  with  the  dispatches  miglit  have. 

You  do  not  mention  the  names  of  the  two  Officers  who  led  the  ad- 
vanced parties  to  the  two  Columns.  You  will  be  pleased  to  do  it  with 
all  the  circumstances  of  conduct  —  and  loss  which  they  sustained.  I  must 
request  you  will  transmit  me  the  report  which  I  asked  in  my  Letter  of 
Yesterday*  and  the  matters  now  requested  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am  D'  Sir  with  great  regard 
Y'  Most  Obed' 

Go  WASniNGTON 

Gen'  Wayne 


8.   THE  COUXCIL  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  TO  GENERAL  GATES. 
[From  the  original  manuscript,  in  The  Gates  Papers,  Vol.  XV.  p.  171.] 
State  of  Massachusetts  Bay 

Council  Cliamier  July  20'i>  1779 
Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  Nineteenth  currt  came  to  hand  this  Morning.f     The 

Council  are  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  important  intelligence 

which  you  was  pleased  to  communicate  to  them  &  are  hajipy  to  hear 

of  the  Glorious  Conquest  made  by  the  American  Forces  on  the  North 

River  —  The  Council  are  induced  to  believe  that  the  manner  in  which 

this  Victory  was  obtained  will  reflect  great  Honor  on  the  American  Arms 

&  be  productive  of  yet  greater  Events  in  favor  of  the  great  Cause  in 

which  We  are  engaged 

In  the  Name  &  behalf  of  tlie  Council 

I  am,  AVith  Sentiments  of  Esteem 

Sir,  Your  Obed'  &  very  hble  Serv' 

Jer.  Powell  Presid' 
Major  Gen'  Gates. 

*  Vide  pages  112, 113.  — fl;  J3.  D. 

t  The  letter  here  referred  to  may  be  found  in  the  extract  from  The  New  Hamp- 
shire Gazette  of  July  27th,  1779,  ante,  pages  95,  96.  —  3.  B.  1). 
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9.  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  UDNEY  HAY  TO  GENERAL  GATES. 
[From  the  original  manuscript,  in  Tlie  Gates  Papers,  Vol.  XV.  p.  172.] 

Fish  Kill,  22"<i  July  1779 
Dear  General 

I  wrote  you  by  a  very  small  express  that  you  might  have  the  news  the 
sooner  of  our  having  gott  possesion  of  Stony  Point,  I  hope  he  arrived 
safe  —  Our  loss  was  very  considerably  more  than  I  at  that  time  imagined, 

being  in  killed  and  wounded  not  much  short  of  a  hundred 

It  is  generally  thought,  if  there  had  not  been  a  mismanagement  some- 
where, that  Verplanks  point,  where  the  Enemy  had  about  five  hundred 
men  would  have  fiilln  likewise,  the  blame  at  first  was  laid  upon  me  for 
not  having  furnished  intrenching  tools ;  as  soon  as  I  knew  this,  I  remon- 
strated to  General  Howe  who  commanded  there,  and  reo*  a  letter  of 
thanks  for  the  attention  I  had  paid  to  all  his  commands,  I  know  not 
where  it  will  rest  at  last,  the  two  Brigades  who  were  sent  on  that  Duty 

reed  their  orders  to  march  from  General  M'^dougal 

Just  as  every  thing  was  in  readiness  for  an  attack,  the  Enemy  appeared 
below  and  our  troops  were  ordered  to  retreat  — 

We  have  abandoned  Stony  point  after  bringing  away  the  Cannon  and 
Stores.     The  Cannon  taken  were  as  follows  — 
r  2  —  24  Pounders 
IronK  2  —  18  -  -Do 
(l  —  12-  -Do 
2  —  12       Do  heavy 
1  —  12  — Do  light 
1  —    3  —  Do    Do 
Brass «(  i  _    8  inch  Ilowitz 

1  —  10  inch  mortar 

2  —  Royals 
2  —  Coherns 

Please  excuse  this  very  unconnected  scrawl,  for  I  have  been  interrupted 

above  times  while  writing  it 

Believe  me  to  be  w*"  great  respect 
Dear  General 

Your  most  obed'  humble  Ser' 
Udney  Hat 
General  Gates 

[Addressed,  "  The  Honourable  Major  General  Gates  commanding  at 
Providence."] 


APPENDIX.  117 

10.  DOCTOK  WILLIAM  GORDON  TO  GENEEAL  GATES. 
[From  the  original  manuscript,  in  Tlio  Gates  Papers,  Vol.  XV.  p.  173.] 

Jamaica  Plain  July  22.  1779 

Pray  Friend  Gates  what  can  be  the  reason  of  your  late  conduct  ? 
You  know  that  I  like  a  piece  of  good  news  better  than  the  best  turtle  in 
the  world  ;  how  came  it  about  then  that  the  express  was  not  ordered  to 
call  upon  me  with  a  few  words  containing  the  substance  of  such  agreeable 
intelligence  as  you  sent  to  the  Council  ?  *  News  you  know  is  always  best 
while  piping  hot :  besides  Hazard  is  now  one  of  my  family ;  so  that  you 
have  missed  making  two  of  your  warm  friends  extremely  happy  in  the 
success  of  our  American  arms.  Mcthinks  I  see  Clinton,  Tkyon  &c 
gnashing  their  teeth  in  fury,  at  finding  that  the  Yankees  dare  storm  forts 
&  can  do  it  with  such  adroitness.  What  a  pitiful  figure  will  they  now 
cut  at  home  &  in  the  courts  of  Europe  !  British  courage  will  sink  below 
par  &  American  rise.  The  capture  of  a  strong  fort  |  well  provided  &  gar- 
risoned by  Britons  |  with  insignificant  loss,  will  form  a  fine  contrast  for 
the  friends  of  America  in  our  native  land  to  work  upon,  when  they  come 
to  compare  it  with  the  burning  of  unfortified  defenceless  towns  &  vil- 
lages. I  hope  to  hear  or  see  that  Ludgate  is  decorated  with  the  heads 
of  the  present  corps  of  rascals  that  constitute  the  British  ministry  —  the 
ring-leaders  of  them.  The  corporation  have  prepared  &  will  soon  send 
you  your  diploma.  We  made  your  son  a  batchelor  of  arts  yesterday. 
Dr  Cooper  was  the  primum  mob,  *  *  *  fore-horse  in  these  move- 
ments, &  the  others  followed  his  lead  with  the  greatest  *  *  willingness. 
It  may  tickle  the  D''  if  you  take  notice  of  it,  when  you  write  to  him  ; 
we  all  like  tickling,  some  one  way  some  another.  You  will  tickle  me, 
by  letting  jne  hear  as  oft  as  possible  from  you.  Hazard  &  all  join  in 
sincere  respects  to  Self  &  from  thence  onwards  to  Lady  &  Son,  with 

your  aSectionate 

friend  William  Gordon 

[Addressed,  "  The  Honio  Horatio  Gates  Esq'  Major  General  Prov- 
idence."] 

*  The  "intelligence"  which  General  Gates  had  sent  to  the  Council  may  be 
seen  by  reference  to  his  letter,  ante,  page  95.  —  U.  B.  D. 
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11.  GENERAL  WAYNE  TO  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  MEIGS. 

[Troni  the  origiual  draught,  in  General  Wayne's  autograph.] 

New  Windsor  25'i'  July  1779 
Dear  Sir 

The  wish  of  the  Officers  to  free  the  three  Negroes  *  after  a  few  Years 
Service  meets  my  most  hearty  approbation  but  as  the  Chance  of  War,  or 
Otiier  Incidents  may  prevent  the  Officer  from  Compling  with  the  Inten- 
tion of  the  Officers  it  will  be  proper  for  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  to 
sign  a  Condition  in  the  Orderly  book 

I  wou'd  chearfuUy  join  them  in  their  Immediate  manumition  — 

if  a  few  days  makes  no  meterial  dilFerence  I  could  wish  the  Sale  put  oiF 
until  a  Consultation  may  be  had,  &  the  Opinion  of  the  Officers  taken  on 
this  buisiness  —  my  best  Comjjlimeuts  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Corps  & 
am 

Yours  most  Sincerely 

Ant^  Watne 


12.  GENERAL  WAYNE'S  CERTIFICATE  TO  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL 

FLEURY. 

[From  the  original  draught,  in  General  ^yAYNE's  autograph.] 

1  do  Certify  that  Lieut  Col°  Flurt  who  had  the  Command  of  the 
Van  of  the  Right  Column  in  the  Assault  on  Stoney  point  on  the  Night  of 
the  15H1  Instant  was  the  first  man  who  entered  the  main  Works  of  the 
enemy  &  with  his  own  hand  Struck  the  British  Flag 

he  has  not  only  on  this,  but  on  every  Other  Occation  whilst  under  my 
Command  shewn  the  greatest  Intrepidity  with  the  Conduct  &  Address  of 
an  Able  &  good  Officor 

Given  at  New  Windsor  this  25^^  day  of  July  1779 

Anty  Watne  B  G 

Comi.'  the  American 
L  Infantry 

*  It  is  pi'obable  that  two  of  these  negroes  were  referred  to  by  Commissary 
Sklnnek  in  his  letter  to  Colonel  Butler,  ante,  page  111.  —  n.  B.  D. 
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13.  GENERAL  WAYNE'S  REPLY  TO  PRESIDENT  REED.* 

[From  the  origiual  draught,  in  General  Wayne's  autograph.] 

New  Windsor  26ih  July  1779 
Dear  Sir 

Your  very  vcr)-  polite  favor  of  tlic  20">  I  had  the  pleasure  of  Recs  last 
evening — and  am  much  honored  by  the  manner  in  which  you  are  pleased 
to  express  your  Approbation  of  the  Enterprize  against  Stoney  Point  — 
the  particulars  of  which  you  undoubtedly  have  seen  before  this  time 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  Inform  your  Excellency  of  the  good  Conduct  of 
Mr  Gibbon's  of  the  O'h  &  Mr  Knox  of  the  9th  Penns"  Regiments  the  two 
young  Gentn  who  led  the  Van  of  each  Column  —  &  who  are  Entitled  to 
some  mark  of  Distinction  for  an  lutripidity  &  Address  that  would  have 
done  honor  to  the  oldest  Soldiers  — 

I  have  not  put  pen  to  paper  on  the  Occation  except  to  His  Excellency 
Gen'  WASHINGTON' — Indeed  my  head  has  been  too  much  disordered  to 
attempt  it  —  You  will  therefore  have  the  goodness  to  excuse  a  seeming 
neglect  &  do  me  justice,  but  attributeing  it  to  the  cause  I  have  mentioned 
■which  will  also  Appologize  for  the  shortness  of  this 
my  best  Wishes  to  Mrs  Reed  &  believe 

with  every  Sentiment  of  Esteem 

Your  Excellencies  most  Ob' 

&  very  Hum'  Ser' 

Ani^  Wayne 
His  Excellency 

Gov'  Eeed 

—* — 

U.  SHARP  DELANY  TO  GENERAL  WAYNE. 
[From  the  original  manuscript.] 

Accept  My  Dear  General  the  sincere  congratulations  of  a  Friend  on 
your  Safety  &  Success,  they  go  to  you  with  tenfold  pleasure,  as  I  knew 
You  determined  on  every  opportunity,  to  raise  the  reputation  of  your 
Countrys  Arms,  convinced  on  them  only  her  safety  depended,  I  knew 
You  wore  determined  to  do  this  without  any  thought  of  self,  and  therefore 
fear  much  for  my  Friend. 

*  The  letter  to  which  this  is  a  reply  may  bo  found  on  pages  69,  60,  nole,  of  this 
work. 
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The  sentiments  of  Congress  ■will  be  handed  to  you  by  tliis  conveyance, 
and  I  assure  you  every  Breast  liere  is  filled  with  a  due  sense  of  Your 
Bravery,  &  the  Service  You  have  done  Your  Country.  At  a  Town  Meet- 
ing Yesterday,  You  had  all  our  Hats  &  Hands  in  repeated  Acclamations, 
and  all  agree  Our  Annals  has  nothing  equal  to  Stoney  Point,  nor  the 
European  superior.  Let  Major  Fishbourn,  Let  CoU  Butlek,  and 
such  others  of  your  worthy  companions  as  are  of  my  acquaintance,  know 
I  truly  rejoice  in  the  Success  their  Brave  efforts  justly  met  and  merited 
—  I  sent  an  express  to  M.'^  Wayne  immediately  when  the  News  arrived, 
and  I  now  inclose  a  Line  from  her.  She  has  been  ill,  but  is  getting  bet- 
ter, as  Kacuell  tells  us  who  is  just  gone  — 

You  tell  me  your  Head  is  not  in  order,  This  alarms  me  The  sensa- 
tions You  must  feel  while  in  Camp,  will  not  be  of  advantage  to  it  —  and 
the  Country  around  you  I  fear  has  no  safe  Place  to  retire  to,  I  would 
advise,  if  you  are  against  coming  this  way,  to  go  to  some  safe  &  agree- 
able Village  15,  or  20  miles  at  least  from  Camp,  for  a  few  weeks  —  but 
of  this  You  &  Your  Surgeons  must  be  best  Judges 

We  have  strange  doings  with  some  People,  in  our  little  sphere  of  Poli- 
ticks here,  Some  under  the  specious  pretence  of  supporting  the  Consti- 
tution, overturn  all  order  &  decency  leaving  no  kennell  unraked  to  daub 
such  as  they  deem  their  opponents  —  alarming  the  fears  of  the  People 
with  different  Lies  framed  on  purpose,  and  raising  their  passions  with 
false  insinuations,  knowing  as  soon  as  the  People  are  allowed  to  think  & 
judge  coolly,  their  consequence  must  fail,  and  an  End  put  to  their  conse- 
quence 

I  have  a  long  Journal  to  give  you  of  particulars  which  shall  send  by 
Major  Archer,  when  you  will  be  more  able  to  read,  &  bestow  a  thought 
on  our  domestic  Affairs —  write  me  by  every  opportunity  if  only  a  Line 
or  your  name  —  I  shall  punctualy  write  you  weekly  —  I  shall  indeed  — 
Adieu  and  beheve  me  with  true  affection 

Yours 

Sharp  Delast 

July  27th  1779 

I  send  agreeable  to  your  direction  to  Don  John  for  a  few  Segars  —  & 
he  sent  a  Box  —  he  would  not  send  less  to  Genl  AVayne,  he  is  in  rap- 
tures 

I  have  got  a  little  one  since  you  left  us  — 

[Addressed,  "  To  The  Honble  General  Wayne,  Camp."] 
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15.  CAPTAIN  ARCHER  TO  GENERAL  WAYNE. 

[From  the  original  manuscript.] 

Philadelphia  July  asth  1779 
Mt  dear  General, 

I  arrived  here  on  Sunday  morning  at  half  past  10  o  Clock.  From  vari- 
ous impediments  I  could  not  get  from  New  Windsor  till  near  four  Thurs- 
day afternoon 1  rode  that  Eveng  to  Mr  Wickham's  21  miles 

from  N.  W.  —  Made  46  miles  the  next  day,  &  slept  at  Rackets  town  — 
Got  up  in  the  morning  at  2  o  Clock  &  made  the  Billet  by  9  o  Clock  in  the 
Evening  being  63  miles  that  day,  and  wilhin  16  of  Phil^  at  which  place  I 
breakfasted,  at  the  Presidents'  of  Congress 

I  was  obliged  to  press  a  horse  for  one  of  the  dragoons  on  the  road 
which  I  suppose  Nero  will  complain  of  at  Head  Quarters.  —  I  came  into 
the  City  with  Colours  flying,  Trumpet  sounding,  and  heart  elated,  drew 
crouds  to  the  doors  and  windows  and  made  not  a  little  parade  I  assure 
you  —  these  Sir  were  Baron  Stubens  instructions  and  I  pursued  them 
litterally,  tho'  I  could  not  help  thinking  it  had  a  little  of  the  appearance 
of  a  puppet  shew. 

I  made  a  point  of  waiting  on  the  French  Ambassador,  and  Mr  Reed 
in  your  name,  who  as  well  as  others  speak  of  your  atcheivement  with 
wonder  and  praise  —  Had  there  been  a  Soldier  on  the  other  side.  Say 
the  Political  Speculators,  the  war  would  have  ended  with  the  taking  of 
Verplanks  point.  I  have  sent  you  the  News  papers  of  the  day.  Adieu 
Sir,  may  you  long  enjoy  you  present  laurels,  and  quickly  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  acquiring  new  ones  —  I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  Singular 
esteem 

Your  very  hble  Ser' 

H  W  Archek 

P.  S.  This  little  affair  has  in  a  great  measure  reconciled  people  to  me 
again  and  they  begin  to  forgive  my  faux  pas.  I  have  had  the  happiness 
of  treating  some  of  the  male  Butterflies  with  the  most  humiliating  con- 
tempt, most  respectful  Comp'«  to  the  Genl  &  family  and  the  brave  fel- 
lows of  the  L'  Infantry,  according  as  you  approve  the  inclosed  to  his 
Excellency,  you  will  or  will  not  sent  it  to  him.     Is  it  not  too  laconic  ? 

Gen'  Ant^  Wayne 

[Addressed,  "  The  Honi  Ant^  Wayne  Esq^,  Brigr  Gem  commanding 
the  Light  Infantry  of  the  United  States,  Head  Quarters."] 
16 
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16.  JIAJOK  HENRY  LEE,  Jr.,  TO  GENERAL  WAYNE. 

[From  the  original  manuscript.] 

Mt  Dear  Geni 

My  feelings  are  very  much  hurt  by  a  report  which  Capt  Handy  has 
communicated  to  me,  viz.  that  the  three  companys  of  Infantry  undr  my 
command  which  joind  you  on  the  night  of  the  15"i  are  to  be  excluded  from 
a  share  of  booty.     Observe,  I  am  Speaking  of  the  common  Soldiers. 

Confident  that  no  injustice  can  take  place  where  you  are  arbiter,  I  am 
perfectly  satisfied  &  only  wish  to  hear  from  you  on  the  subject,  that  I 
may  quiet  the  apprehensions  of  the  troops.  Rtjoulph  makes  me  happy 
concerning  the  state  of  your  wound.    No  news. 

I  am  my  d.  Sir 
Your"  affy 

Henby  Lee  Jun 
Haverstraw 
July  SO'i"  1779 

* 

17.  GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  GENERAL  WAYNE. 
[From  HAZiBS's  Jiegister  of  Pennsylvania,  Vol.  IV.  p.  66.] 

Saratoga,  July  31st,  1779. 
Dear  Sir 

Yesterday  I  was  honoured  with  a  line  fi-om  our  amiable  General,  ad- 
vising me  of  the  reduction  of  Stony  Point,  and  dwelling  on  the  propriety 
with  which  it  was  executed.  It  was  not  the  least  part  of  my  satisfaction 
to  learn  that  you  conducted  it ;  and  I  most  sincerely  congratulate  you  on 
the  increase  of  honor  which  you  have  acquired.  Such  of  the  enemy  as 
have  hitherto  held  erroneous  ideas  of  the  bravery  and  military  prowess  of 
our  troops,  must  now  be  perfectly  convinced  of  their  mistake. 

Pray  make,  not  my  comphments  only,  but  my  love,  to  Gen.  St.  Clair, 
and  especially  to  that  great  and  good  man,  General  Washington,  to 
whom  we  are  all  so  much  indebted. 

I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

Most  sincerely, 

Your  obdt.  humble  servt. 

Ph.  Schutleb 
Gen.  Watne. 
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18.  GENERAL  WAYNE'S  REPLY  TO  HON.  THOMAS  BURKE.* 

[From  the  ori^nal  draught,  in  General  Wayne's  autograph.] 

Fish  Kill  land!  1"  Aug'  1779 
Dear  Sir 

Your  kind  remembrance  of  me  give's  a  Sensation  which  I  can  much 
better  feel  than  express  —  if  I  have  fought  with  some  success  the  pleasure 
I  experience  in  the  Approbation  of  my  Country  &  friends,  is  to  me  a  rich 
reward 

You  are  pleased  to  Compliment  me  very  politely  for  my  Laconick  note 
to  His  Excellency  Genl  Washington,  on  the  Reduction  of  the  enemies 
post  at  Stoney  Point  —  but  the  loss  of  blood  which  Continued  to  Issue  in 
a  torrant  from  my  Wound  rendered  it  expedient  for  me  to  be  Concise,  I 
therefore  am  not  entitled  to  the  merit  you  give  me  —  as  you'l  see  by  an 
Official  Letter  to  the  General  wrote  two  day's  after  on  that  Occation 

The  American  Soldier  is  not  yet  so  Viciated  &  divisted  of  every  ten- 
der feeling,  —  of  all  humanity,  as  to  strike  a  prostrate  &  unresisting  foe 
—  that  is  a  buisness  suited  only  to  a  Cruel  &  Degenerate  Briton,  who  has 
refined  upon  every  Species  of  Villainy but  a  truce  to  this 

I  begin  to  find  that  I  am  not  proof  against  every  kind  of  Wapon  —  but 
that  which  I  most  dread  is  the  eye  of  a  fine  Woman  —  the  force  of  which 
I  have  neither  the  fortitude  or  Inclination  to  resist  —  Aprnpo's  will  you 
be  so  Obliging  as  to  present  my  best  &  kindest  wishes  to  the  Charming 
Miss  ViNEING 

&  believe  me  yours  most  Sincerely 

Ant^  Watne 

Hon''"!  Xho'  BtJEKE  Esq  ) 

Member  of  Congress     ) 


19.  DOCTOR  BENJAMIN  RUSH  TO  GENERAL  WAYNE. 

[From  the  original  manuscript.] 

PhiladI'  August  6  1779 
Mt  Deak  Sir  | 

There  was  but  one  thing  wanting  in  your  late  successful  Attack  upon 

Stoney  point  to  complete  your  happiness,  and  that  is  —  the  wound  you 

received,  should  have  afiected  your  hearing  —  for  I  fear  you  will  be 

Stunned  thro'  those  Organs  with  your  own  praises Our  Streets  for 

*  For  the  letter  to  which  this  is  a  reply  see  pages  113, 114,  ante.  —  H.  B.  D. 
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many  days  rung  with  nothing  but  the  name  of  General  Wayne.  You 
are  remembred  constantly  next  to  our  great  &  good  General  Washixg- 
TON  over  our  Claret,  and  Madeira.  You  have  established  the  national 
character  of  our  country.  You  have  taught  our  enemies  that  bravery 
—  humanity  &  magnanimity  are  the  national  Virtues  of  the  Americans: 
Accept  my  Dear  Sir  of  my  Share  of  Gratitude  for  the  honor  &  Services 
you  have  done  our  cause  and  country.  —  Mrs  Rush  joins  in  the  offering, 
and  when  our  little  Ones  are  Able  to  repeat  your  name  we  shall  not  fail 
to  tell  them  in  recounting  the  exploits  of  our  American  heroes  how  much 

they  are  indebted  to  you  for  their  freedom  &  happiness. 

Adieu  —  my  Dear  friend,  and  be  asured  of  the  sincere  affection  and 

Yours  most 

sincerely 

Benj"  Rush. 

P.S :  Many  congratulations  upon  Count  D^  Estang's  Victories  in 
the  West  Indies.  —  Britain  I  hope  will  soon  enjoy  the  heroic  pleasure  of 
dying  in  the  last  ditch.  Are  not  peace  —  liberty  —  &  independance  be- 
fore us  ?  —  There  will  be  no  end  to  our  commerce  —  freedom  —  and 
happiness.  —  I  had  like  to  have  added  Grandeur  —  but  grandeur  be- 
longs not  to  republics. 

Best  comp's  to  Colo  Butler  &  Major  Stewart  who  Shared  so  largely 
with  you  in  the  danger  &  glory  of  your  late  victory. 


20.  EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  GENERAL  WAYNE  TO  PRESIDENT 

REED. 


Dear  Sir 


[From  the  original  draught,  in  General  WirNE's  autograph.] 

Fish  Kill  Lands  6">  Aug'  1779 


When  I  last  did  myself  the  Honor  of  writing  to  you* —  my  head  was 
too  much  disordered  to  think  of  sending  your  Excellency  a  Copy  of  my 
Letter  to  Gen'  Washington  &  of  the  Order  of  Battle  together  with  a 
Sketch  of  Stony  Point  —  but  as  the  former  has  appeared  in  the  papers 
I  now  transmit  the  latter  which  will  help  to  explain  the  whole 

I  am  much  pleased  at  the  promotion  of  Mess"  Gibbons  &  Knox  —  & 

*  Letter  of  July  26, 1779,  page  119,  ante.  —  H.  B.  D. 
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Archer,  as  it  is  not  only  a  Reward  for  Superior  Merit  —  but  the  only 
one  that  can  Satisfy  the  feelings  of  a  man  of  Spirit ;  &  which  will  have 
the  most  happy  Effect  in  Stimulating  other  young  Gentlemen  to  acts  of 
equal  bravery  on  Similar  OccatiMB. 

I  hope  soon  to  be  in  a  Condition  to  take  the  field  again.  Interim  be- 
lieve me  yours 

most  Affectionately 

Anist  Wayne 
His  Excellency 

Jos  Heed  Esq' 

— • — 

21.  COLONEL  SPOTSWOOD  TO  GENEEAL  WAYNE. 

[From  the  original  manuscript.] 

Fredenclcslurg  Aug'  9">  1779 
Sb 

Altho  I  had  not  the  pleasure  of  being  intimately  Acquainted  with 
you,  whence  I  once  had  the  honf  of  bearing  a  commission  in  the  Conti- 
nental army  —  yet  from  the  Character  you  bore  as  a  good,  &  worthy 
man,  &  from  my  Knowledge  of  you,  as  a  brave  Officer  —  give  me  leave 
to  Congratulate  you,  on  y"^  Success  Ag'  the  fort  at  Stoney  point  —  which 
according  to  my  Judgement  is  the  greatest  Stroke  that  has  been  Struck 
this  war  —  &  may  you  be  crowned  with  success  in  all  y  future  attempts 

is  the  wish  of 

D'S' 

Y'  Ob'  S' 

A  Spotswood 

[Addressed,  "  Brigadr  Geni  Wayne  at  Camp  Head  Quarters."] 


22.  FKAGMENT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  GENERAL  STEPHENS  TO  GEN- 
ERAL WAYNE.* 

[From  the  original  manuscript.] 
Mt  Dear  General 

I  beg  Leave  to  Congratulate  you  on  your  late  Noble  Atchievement  in 
Eeducing  the  Strong  Post  on  Stoney  Point  without  the  Use  of  Powder  — 

*  The  remainder  of  this  letter  has  been  cut  out  by  some  autograph  hunter,  to 
secure  the  signature  of  the  writer.  —  H.  B.  D. 
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You  have  added  dignity  to  the  American  Arms  &  acquir'd  immortal  Re- 
nown —  There  are  but  few  such  Exploits  re    ...    . 

[Indorsed  by  General  Wayne,  "1(^  August  1779  from  Genj  Adam 

Stephens."] 


23.  GENERAL  WAYNE  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
[From  the  original  draught,  in  General  Wathe's  autograph.] 

West  Point,  10">  Augt  1779 
Sir 

Tour  very  polite  favor  of  the  27th  Ultimo  with  the  extract  of  an  act  of 
Congress  I  have  just  now  Reel* 

The  Honorable  manner  in  which  that  Respectable  body  have  been 
pleased  to  express  their  Approbation  of  my  conduct  in  the  Enterprize  on 
Stoney  Point  must  be  very  flattering  to  a  young  Soldier  —  but  whilst  I 
experience  every  Sensation  arrising  from  a  Conciousness  of  having  used 
my  best  endeavours  to  carry  the  Orders  of  my  General  into  execution, 
—  I  feel  much  hurt,  that  I  did  not  in  my  letter  to  him  of  the  17tli  of  July 
Mention  (among  Other  brave  &  Worthy  Officers)  the  Names  of  Lieut. 
Colo  Sherman,  Majors  Hull,  Murphey,  &  Posey  —  whose  good  Con- 
duct &  Intrepidity  justly  entitled  them  to  that  attention. 

Permit  me  therefore  thro'  your  Excellency  to  do  them  that  Justice  now 
which  the  state  of  my  Wound  diverted  me  from  in  the  first  Instance  — 
&  whist  I  pay  this  tribute  to  real  Merit  I  must  not  omit  Major  NoiRMOXT, 
De  Laneuville  a  french  Gentleman,  who  (in  the  Character  of  a  Vol- 
unteer) step't  among  the  first  for  Glory 1  will  only  beg  leave  to  add 

that  every  Officer  &  Soldier  belonging  to  the  Light  Corps  discover'd  a 
Zeal  &  Intrepidity  that  did,  &  ever  will  secure  Success 

I  am  with  every  Sentiment  of  Esteem 
Your  Excellencies  most 
Ob'  &  very  Hum'  Ser' 

Anti  Watne 
His  Excellency 
John  Jay  Esqr 
Pres'  of  Congress 

*  For  the  letter  and  the  "  extract "  here  referred  to  see  anle,  pages  60-63.  — 
E.  B.  D. 
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24.  GENEEAL  LEE  TO  GENERAL  WAYNE  * 

[From  The  Analcctic  Magaidne,  Vol.  Xm.  pp.  302,  303.] 

Berkely  County,  August  ll"i  1779 
Sir, 

You  will  do  me  the  justice  to  acknowledge  that  at  the  time  I  was  taught 
to  think  (I  am  sure  without  foundation)  that  you  were  one  of  the  most  ac- 
tive in  my  persecution,  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion  that  you  were  a  brave 
officer,  and  an  honest  man.  You  must  likewise  recollect,  that  when  you 
sent  me  a  certain  message  at  Elizabeth  Town,  I  told  you  that  if  I  was 
appointed  to  a  command,  and  had  my  choice  of  Brigadiers,  you  should 
be  one  of  my  first  election  ;  I  hope  therefore  that  what  I  am  going  to  say 
you  will  not  consider  as  paying  my  court  in  this  your  hour  of  glory,  for 
as  it  is,  at  least,  my  present  intention  to  leave  this  continent,  where  I  have 
been  so  scurvily  and  ungratefully  treated,  I  can  have  no  interest  in  pay- 
ing my  court  to  any  individual :  what  I  shall  say,  therefore,  is  dictated 
by  the  genuine  feeling  of  my  heart. 

I  do  most  sincerely  declare,  that  your  action  in  the  assault  of  Stony- 
point  is  not  only  the  most  brilliant,  in  my  opinion,  through  the  whole 
course  of  this  war,  on  either  side,  but  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  brilliant  I 
am  acquainted  with  in  history :  —  upon  my  soul,  the  assault  of  Sweidnitz, 
by  marshall  Laudun,  I  think  inferior  to  it.  I  wish  you  therefore,  most 
sincerely,  joy  of  the  laurels  you  have  deservedly  acquired,  and  that  you 
may  long  live  to  wear  them, —  and  if  you  have  leisure  as  I  am  curious  in 
these  details,  to  inform  me  of  the  particular  order  of  your  disposition,  you 
•will  much  oblige  one  who  is,  without  flattery. 

With  respect  and  no  small  admiration, 

Your  most  humble  servant 

Chakles  Lee. 

*  For  answer  to  this  letter  see  pages  144, 145  of  this  volume.  —  H.  B.  D. 
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25.  MAJOR  THOMAS  POSEY  TO  GENERAL  WAYNE.* 

[From  tbo  original  manuscripts.] 

Fort  Montgomery  12"'  Aug'  1779  — 
Sir 

I  have  inclos'd  you  the  coppy  of  a  Letter,  which  I  wrote  to  His  Excel- 

lencey  Gen'  Washington. 

I  am  Sir 

Your  Hum'"  Ser' 

Thomas  Poset  Maj' 


Brigad'  Gen'  Wayne 

[Addressed  "Brigade  Gen'  Wayne."] 


1"  Battalion  Light  Infantry 


[Enclosure.] 

Fort  Montgomery  lO""  August  1779  — 
Sir 

In  perusing  Gen'  Waynes  Letter  to  your  Excellency,  (which  was 
transmitted  to  Congress  and  by  that  Honourable  Body  Ordered  to  be 
Published)  Relative  to  the  Reduction  of  Stoney  Point ;  I  feel  a  most 
Sensiable  Mortification ;  and  am  most  feelingly  hurt,  by  finding  my  self 
totally  Neglected.  —  It  is  not  even  mentioned  that  such  a  field  Officer 
was  at  the  Attack.  — 

It  is  perfectly  well  known  to  Gen'  Wayne,  that  I  led  the  Battalion 
which  Composed  the  front  of  the  Right  CoUura,  where  he  himself  march'd 
untill  we  Came  to  the  Beach,  Where  Gen'  Waynk  left  the  head  of  the 
Collum,  After  which  I  had  the  sole  Guidance  and  direction  of  it.  — 

I  would  wish  to  ask  Geni  Wayne  whither  I  did  not  do  my  duty  in 
every  respect ;  and  whither  I  did  not  keep  my  Battalion  in  as  perfect 
order  as  any  Officer  whatsoever  could  possibly  do ;  did  I  not  Cross  the 
Beach,  and  without  any  stop  whatsoever,  (save  what  was  Occasioned  by 
Crossing  the  Abbaties)  did  I  not  march  with  the  Greaset  expedition  into 
the  main  work  of  the  enemy  ;  Had  I  not  the  honour  of  being  the  second 
Field  Officer  within  their  main  Work  and  gave  the  word  the  Forts  our 
own.  —  The  latter  part  of  this,  Geni  Wayne  may  not  knotv,  But  L'  Col" 
Fleuky  and  the  other  Officers  of  Col°  Feisegkrs  Reg*  can  Testify  it, 
as  they  were  eye  witnesses  of  the  fact.  —  Gen'  Wayne  must  undoubt- 

*  For  the  reply  to  this  letter  see  pages  139-141.  —  B.  B.  D. 
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edly  know  that  my  Battalion  sustained  a  Greater ;  much  Greater  loss 
than  any  other  in  that  service.  — 

After  I  entered  the  main  works  I  took  possession  of  the  Battery  where 
an  Eighteen  and  Twenty  Four  pounder  lay,  at  which  post  I  made  num. 
bers  of  the  enemy  prisoners.  Tliis  work  I  had  in  possession  several 
minutes,  when  a  party  of  the  enemy  Retreating  before  Major  Stewart 
(the  advance  of  the  CoUum  on  the  left)  was  taken  at  the  same  place. 
Major  Stewart  came  through  the  ambrazure  and  as  he  entered  the  fort 
I  took  him  by  the  hand,  a  Circumstance  which  he  well  remembers. 

I  should  not  have  troubled  your  E.xcellenoy  with  these  particulars, 
did  not  I  think  there  was  room  for  censure  by  being  neglected,  in  Genl 
Waynes  representation,  where  every  other  field  Officer  Engaged  in 
Storming  Stony  point  is  mention',  except  L'  Col°  Sheakman  and  my- 
self, — 

When  I  say  I  did  my  duty,  I  claim  no  particular  merrit  from  it ;  neither 
do  I  want  any  reward  for  so  doing,  farther  than  being  mention'd  as  a  field 
Officer,  who  had  made  use  of  all  his  endeavours  in  the  place  that  he  was 
then  in,  to  promote  the  Success  of  the  enterprizo ;  This  I  have  certainly 
a  Just  claim  to,  but  even  this  has  been  denied  me; 

I  shall  not  trouble  your  E-tcellenoy  with  a  detail  of  my  past  Services, 
during  almost  four  campaigns,  wherein  I  believe  your  Excellency  is  fully 
satisfy'd,  that  I  have  exerted  myself  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  and  abili- 
ties, to  promote  in  every  manner  the  Cause  of  my  Country. — 

I  am  well  Assured  that  I  have  been  in  as  many  engagements  with 
the  enemy  as  any  Officer  who  has  not  been  longer  in  the  service  of  the 
Continental  Army.  —  my  reward  is  a  consciousness  of  having  always 
Attempted  to  do  my  duty,  and  of  having  faithfully  discharged  the  trust 
reposed  in  me  by  my  Country;  — 

As  I  have  had  an  equal  share  in  the  danger  and  fatiegue  attending  the 
reduction  of  Stoney  point  I  expected  an  equal  share  of  the  honour  result- 
ing from  the  Success  of  that  enterprize.  I  expected  to  have  been  men- 
tioned to  my  Countrymen  ;  this  is  all  I  ask,  all  I  want,  and  all  I  wish  to 
receive 

It  must  occur  to  your  Excellency,  that  under  such  circumstances  as  the 
foregoing,  where  I  had  all  the  right  iu  nature  to  e.xpect  to  be  mintioued  _ 
with  men  of  the  same  rank ;  instead  thereof  to  be  utterly  forgotton,  would 
give  uneasiness  to  a  man  of  the  least  sensibelity,  and  would  enduce  the 
most  modest  being  that  ever  had  an  existance  to  speak  his  complaints;  — 
17 
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I  win  not  trespass  farther  on  your  Excellency's  time,  than  to  assure 
you,  that  I  am  with  due  respect  and  esteem 

Your  Excellency's 
Most  Obed' 

most  devoted 
His  Excellencey  i  Humble  Servant 

Gen'  Washington  J  Thomas  Posey  Maj' 

!•'  Battalion  Light  Infantry 


2G.  COLONEL  MEIGS  TO  GENERAL  WAYNE.* 

[From  the  original  manuscript.] 

Light  Infantry  Camp  22^  Aug.  1779. 
Sir 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  your  honor,  that  the  account  contain'd  in 
your  honors  letter  to  his  Excellency  of  the  Reduction  of  Stony  Point,  is 
exceptionable  to  many  Officers  in  the  Brigade — It  is  thought  that  as  the 
Acco'  now  Stands,  the  Public  must  be  induced  to  believe,  that  L'  Cob 
Fleury,  Major  Stewart,  Lieuts  Gibbons  &  Knox,  forced  their  way 
into  the  Works,  which  made  the  advancing  of  the  Columns  comparatively 
easy  —  While  the  fact  is  that  the  volunteers  of  the  Right  Column  did  not 
Suffer  more  in  proportion  than  the  Colums  in  General  —  the  Gentlemen 
don't  object  to  the  encomiums  given  in  your  honors  letter  of  any  one  of 
the  Officers  there  mentiou'd,  who  upon  ev'ry  principle  ought  to  be  distin- 
guishingly  noticed  But  think  that  there  is  the  appearance  of  partiallity, 
in  not  mentioning  any  wounded  Officer  except  L'  Colonel  Hay,  whose 

wounds  are  equally  honorable,  &  no  more  so  than  the  Others the 

Officer  who  voluntarily  took  charge  of  the  Pettiaugre  on  board  of  which 
were  a  considerable  part  of  the  Stores,  &  under  a  Severe  cannonade 

rowed  her  off,  it  is  thought  deserves  some  notic 1  would  not  think 

that  your  honor  would  deliberately  shew  a  partiallity  to  any  particular 
Corps  or  State,  On  the  contrary  I  am  convinced  that  you  are  actuated 
by  Sentiments  as  groat  as  the  magnitude  of  the  cause  in  which  we  are 
mutually  combin'd. 

The  multiplicity  of  matters  which  crouded  upon  your  honor  at  the  time 
you  wrote  his  Excellency,  exclusive  of  the  attention  necessary  to  your 
*  For  the  reply  to  this  letter  see  pages  133-136.  — fl.  B.  D. 
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own  wound,  made  it  impossible  for  you  to  talie  up  ev'ry  circumstance  of 
the  attacli  —  I  beg  leave  to  submit  it  to  your  honor  Whether  the  names 
of  the  other  wounded  Olficers ;  &  two  or  three  others  who  enter'd  the 
Fort  nearly  at  the  same  instant  with  Col"  Fleury;  ought  not  to  be  nien- 
tion'd  in  a  subjoiu'd  account.  I  know  they  claim  it  as  due  to  them  Since 
others  are  mention'd  —  Our  feelings  in  these  matters  are  exquisite,  &  are 
absolutely  necessary  to  us  as  Soldiers  —  The  honorable  mention  made 
of  my  name  with  the  Other  Colonels  is  to  the  utmost  of  my  wishes  — As 
Major  Hull  Commanded  a  Reg'  in  the  Attack,  I  could  have  wish'd  that 
his  name  had  been  mentiond  with  the  Colonels  —  A  Sincere  wish  that 
the  most  cordial  harmony  may  ever  Subsist  thro:  the  States  &  Army  — 
and  more  particularly  in  the  Light  Corps  at  this  time,  has  induced  me  to 
write  — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  esteem  &  respect 

your  honors  Obed'  Serv' 

R  J  Meigs  Col" 
General  Watnb 

[Addressed,  "  The  Hon'''''  Brigadier  General  Wayne  Camp."] 


27.   LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  SHERMAN  TO  GENERAL  WAYNE.* 

[From  the  original  manuscript.] 

Liyht  Infantry  Camp  22''  Aug.  1779 
Sib, 

Can  it  be  supposed  that  the  officers  of  the  New  England  line  are  totally 
void  of  sentiment,  that  those  fine  and  delicate  feelings  which  ever  distin- 
guish the  generous  and  manly  soul  are  incapable  of  making  any  impres- 
sion on  them.  Honor  and  glory  are,  together  with  a  desire  of  rendering 
our  country  great,  happy,  and  respectable  the  grand  incentives  to  our 
continuing  in  the  army.  And  what  can  be  more  agreeable  to  the  man 
of  feeling,  or  what  can  be  a  greater  inducement  to  urge  him  on  to  the 
performance  of  actions  great  and  hazardous,  as  well  as  glorious,  but  the . 
happiness  of  his  country,  a  desire  of  the  grateful  applause  of  his  fellow 
citizens,  and  of  transmiting  his  name  in  an  amiable  point  of  view  to  the 

*  For  the  reply  to  this  letter  see  postscript  of  General  Wayue's  letter  to  Colonel 
Meigs,  pages  135, 136.  —  H.  B.  D. 
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world.  These  are  the  united  motives  that  have  inspired  you  to  tread  the 
scenes  of  carnage ;  for  no  one  will  believe  the  welfare  of  your  country 
seperate  from  every  other  consideration,  was  the  only  incentive.  The 
glory  you  have  acquired  by  the  last  daring  and  well  conducted  enter- 
prise, has  gained  you  a  name  which  will  be  coeval  with  the  annals  of 
ameriean  history ;  which,  perhaps,  time  herself  will  be  unable  to  efface. 
Similar  motives  you  must  think  warm  our  bosoms,  and  stimulate  us  to 
similar  actions. 

When  first  appointed  to  the  Light  Infantry  was  happy  to  hear  the  com- 
mand was  given  to  you.  Your  brave  and  spirited  behaviour  in  the  action 
of  Monmouth  endeared  you  to  your  brethren  in  the  field,  and  merited  the 
highest  applause ;  but  your  letter  to  gen'  Washixgton^  on  the  reduction 
of  Stony  Point,  in  the  minds  of  many  judicious  persons,  has  in  some 
measure  tarnished  the  lustre  of  your  character,  and  rendered  your  com- 
mand less  agreeable.  However,  we  wish  to  believe -it  was  owing  to  the 
variety  of  business  that  demanded  your  attention  at  that  time,  rather 
than  any  other  cause  —  that  your  only  view  was  to  give  an  impartial 
history,  to  state  facts  as  they  really  were,  without  any  design  of  par- 
tiality — 

1  wish  not  to  depreciate  the  merit  of  any  officer,  neither  would  I  pre- 
sume to  do  it,  as  it  is  descriptive  of  a  base  degenerate  mind  ;  but  I  wish, 
if  any  discrimination  was  necessary  to  be  made,  that  every  officer  might 
be  noticed  according  to  his  merit  in  the  action,  and  if  any  were  deficient 
in  duty,  they  may  be  particularly  pointed  out. 

There  appears  in  the  account  you  have  given  evident  marks  of  a  State 
partiality ;  all  distinctions  of  which  kind  I  detest,  and  ardently  wish  they 
may  be  for  ever  banished  from  the  mind  of  every  friend  to  his  country  ; 
they  have  a  tendency  to  lay  a  foundation  for  future  broils :  for  when  once 
a  man  is  sensibly  injured,  if  he  is  possessed  of  the  least  feeling  he  doth 
not  soon  forget  it.  Why  cannot  we  consider  ourselves  as  one  and  walk 
hand  in  hand  like  brethren  ?  Are  we  not  embarked  in  the  same  cause, 
and  does  not  our  independance  rest  on  our  united  efforts  ?  But  rather 
than  be  injured,  rather  than  be  trampled  upon  and  considered  as  insig- 
nificant beings  in  the  scale  —  my  blood  boils  at  the  thought.  Nature  recoils, 
and  points  out  a  mode,  the  only  one  of  redress 

I  am  not  anxious  to  have  my  name  transmited  to  pubUck  view,  neither 
do  I  think  any  thing  can  be  said  of  me  more  than  barely  attending  to 
duty  —  I  am  not  writing  for  myself,  but  I  feel  for  those  officers  under  my 
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command  as  well  as  others  who  merit  as  much  as  those  most  distinguished 
by  you. 

Duty,  seperate  from  the  ties  of  friendship  is  sufBcient,  to  induce  me  to 
acquaint  you  with  the  sentiments  and  uneasiness  of  many  otHcers  under 
your  command,  which,  perhaps,  is  more  extensive  than  you  may  imagin. 
It  is  still  in  your  power  to  place  things  in  their  proper  channel,  to  gain 
our  affection,  and  confidence,  and  then,  when  called  into  the  field,  inspired 
by  your  example,  animated  with  a  desire  of  crowning  you  with  fresh  lau- 
rels, every  thing  will  conspire  to  induce  us  to  play  the  man. 

However  conspicuous  you  may  appear  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  you 
cannot  imagin  your  reputation  is  so  firmly  established  as  never  to  be 
sullied,  and  that  the  affections  and  confidence  of  your  officers  is  unworthy 
your  consideration.  You  have  not  arrived  beyond  the  regions  of  censure, 
and  our  feelings  as  well  as  interest  require  that  there  should  be  a  more 

full  and  impartial  representation  of  facts  than  you  have  made. The 

integrity  of  my  intentions  I  hope,  will  apoligize  for  my  troubling  you  on 

this  subject. 

1  have  the  lienor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  respect, 

Your  most  Obed'  Serv' 

Isaac  Shekman 
L'  Col 
Gen'  Wayne 


28.   GENERAL  WAYNE'S  KEPLY  TO  COLONEL  MEIGS.* 

[From  the  original  draught,  in  General  Watne's  autograph.] 

Fori  Montffomertj  23^  Aug'  1779 
Sir 

I  was  presented  with  yours  of  yesterday  on  my  way  to  Head  Quarters 
—  &  as  I  sincerely  believe  your  Inducement  for  writing  that  Letter  pro- 
ceeded from  the  motive  you  mention  —  I  shall  therefore  answer  it  with 
that  Candor,  which  I  hope  will  always  govern  my  Actions  whilst  honored 
with  the  Command  I  now  hold 

If  I  know  my  own  heart,  —  I  am  as  clear  of  Local  prejudices  as  any 
Gentleman  on  this  ground  —  perhaps  full  as  much  so,  as  those  who  effect 

••     *  For  the  letter  to  which  this  is  a  reply  see  a?i(e,  pages  130, 131.  —  Zf.  B.  D. 
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to  suspect  me  of  it,  —  &  wlio  Jed  themselves  so  much  hurt  at  my  Letter 
oi  the  17"'  Ultimo  to  His  Excellency  Gen'  Washington  on  the  Reduc- 
tion of  Stoney  Point, 

I  have  re-examined  that  letter  with  Attention,  &  am  well  convinced 
that  it  contains  atrue  &  Impartial  relation  of  tacts,  too  well  hioivn  to 
admit  of  aContradiction, —  &  that  the  mention  made  of  such  Officers 
only,  wliose  particular  Commands,  Situation  or  Circumstances,  rendered 
it  Necessary,  is  warranted  by  example,  &  founded  upon  just  &  Military 
principles  — 

let  us  suppose  for  a  moment,  that  Iwas  to  name  every  Officer  who  had 

—  or  in  Similar  Circumstances  would  have  equally  distinguished  himself 
on  that  Occation, — I  am  confident  that  I  shou'd  have  to  recapitulate  the 
names  of  every  Officer  in  the  Corps,  otherwise  not  have  done  justice  to 
their  merit, —  &  perhaps  it  would  not  have  rested  here,  but  must  have 
gone  down  to  every  Non  commissioned  Officer  &  private,  —  the  Absurd- 
ity is  too  Obvious  to  admit  of  a  serious  comment,  —  no  but  says  Suspicion 

—  „you  ought  to  have  placed  Other  Officers  at  the  head  of  the  Fb/iHi/eer,'!, 
„  and  not  have  given  one  Command  to  Lieu'  Coin  Fleury  —  who  was 
„afrenchman,  &  not  belonging  to  any  particular  Slate,  —  and  the  other 

„  to  Major  Steward a  Marylander,  &  the  forlorn  hopes  to  Mess'* 

„  Gibbons  &  Knox  who  were  Pennsylvanians  „ 

In  answer  to  which  Ineed  only  observe  —  (&  it  will  strike  every  Mili- 
tary Gentleman  — )  that  the  two  former  were  the  only  Field  Officers  in 
the  Corps  except  Colonels  Butler,  &  Febeger,  Lieut  Col°  Hay  and 
Major  Posey  (who  had  other  Commands  Assigned  them)  that  had  a 
Competant,  if  any  knowledge  of  the  Situation  of  the  Enemies  works,  or 
Approaches  to  them,  —  and  which  they  had  for  many  days  previous  to 
the  Storm,  made  it  their  particular  buisness  to  Obtain,  —  I  therefore  say, 
that  upon  every  Principle,  Military,  as  well  as  Prudencial,  they  ought  to 
have  been  placed  at  the  Head  of  the  Columns,  and  on  this  Ground  I  trust 
Ishall  stand  justified  to  my  General,  &  in  they  eye  of  the  World  for  my 
Conduct, 

„but  why  Gibbons  &  Ivnox,  —  why  are  two  Officers  belonging  to 
„the  State  of  Penns^  to  be  Tionored  with  the  forlorn  hopes,  &  so  par- 
„  ticularly  mentioned  to  in  your  Letter  of  the  1 7"i  July  „ 

As  to  the  first,  I  am  Informed  they  Obtained  it  by  lot,  —  for  my  own 
part  I  did  not  even  know,  that  they  were  among  the  Volunteers  until 
they  had  taken  post  in  their  Respective  Commands,  ' 
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The  following  extract  of  a  Letter  from  His  Excellency,  added  to  their 
own  good  Conduct,  will  best  answer  the  latter 

„In  yours  of  the  16"^,,  you  do  not  mention  Oie  names  of  the  two  OlH- 
„cers  who  led  the  Advanced  parties  to  the  two  Columns, —  you  will  be 
„  pleased  to  do  it  with  all  the  Circumstances  of  Conduct,  &  loss  which 
„  they  Sustained  „ 

so  that  after  I  had  despatched  my  first  Letter  to  His  Excellency,  I 
again  wrote  it  over  &  Inserted  the  very  particulars  which  seem  to  give  so 
much  uneasiness  —  and  shou'd  Certainly  have  done  the  same  had  they 
been  Officers  belonging  to  any  Other  State,  than  that  of  Penns" 

but  why  was  not  the  Gentlemen  mentioned  who  Voluntarially  took 
charge  of  the  Boats  with  the  Ordnance  &  Stores  on  the  Evacuation 

Of  Stoney  Point, for  the  very  reasons  already  Assigned,  and  because 

every  Officer  &  Soldier  are  Generally,  &  honorably  mentioned,  in  that 
very  exceptional  Letter  to  His  Excellency,  &  because  it  is  actually  dated 
two  day's  previous  to  the  Circumstance  you  allude  to 

„  But  why  was  not  Major  Hull  &  some  Other  field  Officers  taken  no- 
„tice  of — they  were  not  many,  &  surely  might  have  been  mentioned,, 

true,  &  Iwas  not  alittle  hurt  on  account  of  the  Omission, but 

the  politeness  of  Congress  put  it  in  my  Power  to  do  that  justice  to  their 
Merit,  which  they  certainly  deserved &  which  you'l  find  in  the  En- 
closed copy  of  a  Letter  to  His  Excellency  John  Jay  Esq"^  —  &  which  I 
flatter  myself  was  Published  by  Order  of  Congress  previous  to  the  date 
of  your's 

I  must  therefore  Request  you  to  place  this  matter  in  it's  proper  point  of 

View not  only  to  the  Officers  of  your  Regiment  —  but  to  Others 

who  may  have  read  my  Letter  &  Returns  with  a  Prejudiced,  or  Inatten- 
tive eye,  —  and  assure  them  that  I  wish  for  nothing  more  than  an  Op- 
pertunity  of  Producing  a  Conviction  to  the  World  that  I  detest  Local 
Prejudices,  as  much  as  I  pity  the  man  who  would  unjustly  suspect  me  of 
them  —  and  that  I  hope  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  an  Other  Brill- 
iant Action  or  Actions  may  put  it  in  my  Power to  do  justice  to  their 

Merit  &  to  recapitulate  thirgood  Conduct  on  aformer  Occation  i.  e.  when 
I  can  do  it  in  a  Military  way 

Interim  I  am  Your  most  Ob' 

&  very  Hum'  Ser' 

AxT^  Wayne 

[^^^^  I  have  reci  aletter  dated  yesterday  from  Lieu'  Col"  Sher- 
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MAN,  of  avery  extraordinary  Nature,  —  -which  at  aProper  Season  will  re- 
quire a  very  Serious  &  particular  explaination,  —  for  allho'  I  don't  wish 
to  Incur  an  Gentlemans  displeasure,  yet,  I  put  up  with  no  mans  Insults* 

A.  Wayne 

Col"  Meigs 

— « — 

29.  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  SHERMAN  TO  GENERAL  WAYNE. 

[From  the  original  manuscript.] 

Lif/ht  Infantry  Camp  24'''  Aug.  1779 

Sir, 

I  find  In  the  Postscrip  of  your  letter  to  Col  Meigs,  you  think  mine  of 
the  22'!  instant  to  be  of  an  extraordinary  nature  ;  and  which  will  require 
a  serious  and  particular  explanation  ;  that  you  wish  not  to  incur  the  dis- 
pleasure of  any  gentleman,  and  that  you  mean  not  to  receive  an  insult 
from  any  man. 

These  are  sentiments  which  ought  to  inspire  the  mind  of  every  man  of 
honor,  and  are  entirely  correspondent  with  my  own  feelings.  An  expla- 
nation of  my  letter,  I  wish  and  am  ready  to  give  when  required.  To  in- 
sult you,  I  declare  upon  my  honor,  never  was  my  intention  ;  ray  view  was 
to  acquaint  you  there  was  an  uneasiness  among  the  Officers  of  your  com- 
mand, and  the  cause.  —  They  imagined  themselves  sensibly  injured,  and 
wished  you  to  be  acquainted  with  it.  I  therefore  wrote  you  on  the  sub- 
ject, with  an  expectation  that  matters  would  be  adjusted  to  our  mutual 
satisfaction. 

I  am  sensible,  that  I  express'ed  myself  with  a  good  deal  of  warmth,  aris- 
ing from  my  feelings  at  that  time  —  While  on  the  one  hand,  I  considered 
we  had  attended  to  duty,  and  merited  at  least  your  notice ;  so  on  the 
other,  I  thought  we  were  viewed  of  no  consequence  in  the  scale  of  Be- 
ings —  The  thought  awoke  all  my  sensations  —  it  would  have  animated  a 

dead  man. So  far  from  thinking  to  make  use  of  compulsive  measures 

to  gain  redress,  that  I  can  assure  you,  it  never  entered  my  mind  — 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  Esteem 
Your  Obed  Serv' 

Isaac  Sherman 

Geni  Wayne  — 

[Addressed,  "  Gen'  Wayne  Present."] 

*  For  the  letter  here  referred  to  see  ante,  pages  131-133.  —  3.  B.  D. 
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30.  GENERAL  WAYNE  TO  MAJOR  HENRY  LEE. 

[From  tho  original  draught,  in  General  Wayne's  autograph.] 

Fori  Montgomery  24"'  Aug'  1779 
Dear  Lee 

The  pleasure  I  experience  in  your  Success  I  can  much  better  feel, 
than  express,  —  what  a  Second  Stoney  Point  affair  —  and  that  in  the 
center  of  their  own  Ground  —  S"^  IIarry  you  have  nothing  for  it  but  to 
Strike  Lee  or  Waxne  or  both,  —  the  Lustre  of  the  British  Arms  is 
tarnished  thier  Military  fame  depends  upon  a  Brilliant  action  —  be  well 
guarded  my  friend  —  I  ask  your  pardon  f6r  this  unnecessary  caution  — 
but  believe  me  that  there  are  not  afew,  who  would  not  feel  much  pain 
on  asmall  Desaster  happening  to  either  you  or  me  * 

I  wish  to  god  that  we  could  once  form  ajunction  in  a  Christian  Coun- 
try  I  am  d d  tired  of  this  CaiVi/f  place 

My  best  wishes  attend  the  Corps 

Y'our  most  Aflectionately 

Anty  Wayne 
— • — 

31.   GENERAL  WAYNE  TO  SHARP  DELANY. 

[From  the  original  draught,  in  the  autograph  of  General  Watne.] 

Liyht  Infanlnj  Fort  Monti  24"'  Aug'  1779 
Dear  Delani' 

I  acknowledge  myself  Indebted  to  you  for  two  Letters,  i.  e.  one  of  the 
5th  Instant  &  the  Other  of  the  5'*  Sep'  that  will  he 

Your  kind  enquiry  about  the  state  of  my  Wound  —  help't  not  alitle  to 
Expidate  the  cure  —  it  is  almost  closed  &  I  feel  no  unasy  Symptoms  nor 
am  I  under  any  Apprehension  of  much  further  trouble  from  it  —  tho' 
Imust  acknowledge  that  at  one  time  I  was  not  without  some  disagreeable 
sensations  about  the  Effects  of  it 

The  bearer  of  this  Lieu'  M^'Callister  Struck  the  British  flag  in  the 
Fort  at  Powles  Hook  under  the  Command  of  the  Gallant  Major  Lee  — 
the  particulars  you  will  reieve  from  him  —  give  me  leave  to  Congratu- 
late you  ou  the  Occation  —  this  Affair  following  so  Close  on  the  heels  of 
that  of  Stoney  Point — ^must  Rouze  S"^  Harry  Clinton  —  the  Lustre  of 

*  Allusion  is  here  made  to  the  assault  on  I'owlos  Hook  by  Major  Lee,  ou  the 
niueteeuth  of  August,  1779.  —  U.  B.  D. 
18 
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the  British  Arras  are  tarnished  in  his  hands  —  his  Military  Reputation  — 
tottering  on  the  brink  of  men  —  from  which  Nothing  can  reclaim  it,  but 
some  hardy  push  —  the  burning  a  defensless  Town  will  not  Restore  the 
one  or  Briten  up  the  Other  —  you  may  therefore  hourly  expect  to  hear  to 
hear  of  some  attempt  on  this  Corps  we  look  &  are  prepared  for  it  —  I  wish 
we  were  in  more  Open  Ground  where  our  Little  Hero  Lee  could  dash  in 
with  his  Horse  when  we  put  them  to  the  rout  —  but  we  are  in  such  a 
D — d  place  that  we  can  neither  pursue  or  Retreat  but  at  the  Utmost 
hazard  —  &  the  Spirits  of  our  fellows  are  so  up  that  if  we  come  to  Action 
&  are  Obliged  to  give  way  the  Carnage  will  be  Deadful 
My  kindest  Wishes  Attends  M™  Delany  &  family 

Your's  Most  Sincerely 

Anti^  Wayne 


32.   MAJOR  HULL  TO  GENERAL  WAYNE.    ' 
[From  the  original  manuscript.] 

Light  Infantry  Camp  25"' 

Aug- 1779 
Sir 

When  I  first  saw  your  Honours  Letter  to  his  Excellency  giving  an 
Account  of  the  Expedition  against  Stoney  Point,  no  Arguments  that  I 
could  use  with  myself  could  convince  me,  that  a  Degree  of  Injustice  was 
not  done  me  —  Lest  I  should  judge  wrong  in  the  Matter,  I  consulted 
some  of  my  Judicious  Friends  on  the  Subject,  and  found  their  Senti- 
ments coincided  with  mine desirous  that  no  Broils  should  be  created 

in  the  Corps  on  my  Account,  I  pointed  out  to  his  Excellency  with  as  much 
Modesty  as  my  Situation  would  admit,  the  Grounds  of  my  Uneasiness, 
and  only  requested  Permission  to  retire  to  my  Reg*  In  Consiquence  of 
this  Request,  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to  send  me  a  Note,  desiring  my 
Company  at  his  Quarters  for  the  Purpose  of  giving  me  a  Satisfactory 

Explanation  of  the  Subject  of  my  Letter 1  was  happy  to  find  the 

Explanation  satisfiictory,  and  have  been  made  doubly  happy  since  in 
seeing  your  Letter  of  the  10"i  inst  (to  the  Presid'  of  Congress,  wherein 
ample  Justice  is  done  me,  and  the  Cause  of  the  first  Omission  clearly 
pointed  out  —  I  am  only  unhappy  that  I  imputed  the  Neglect  to  the 
wrong  Cause,  and  am  now  firml}'  persuaded  that  you  was  actuated  by  no 
other  Principles,  than  equal  and  impartial  Justice  to  your  Corps  —  I  shall 
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now  Sir,  consider  myself  happy  to  remain  in  your  Corps,  and  shall  make 

it  my  Study  to  cherish  &  cultivate  Harmony  &  Union  with  my  Brother 

Oflieers  —  I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  perfect  Esteem  your  most  Obe- 

bedt  Serv* 

W»i  HnLL 

[Addressed,  "  Geni  Wayne  Present."] 


33.  GENERAL  WAYNE'S  REPLY  TO  MAJOR  HULL. 

[From  the  original  ilrauglit,  in  the  autograph  of  General  Wayne.] 

Light  Infantri)  Camp.  25"ii  Aug'  1779 
Deak  Sir 

The  Candid  manner  in  which  you  have  in  yours  of  this  date  deliver  d 

your  Sentiments,  gives  a  Sensation  which  I  can  much  better  feel  than 

express —  my  highest  Ambition  is  to  Merit  the  Esteem  &  Confidence  of 

every  Officer  of  the  Light  Corps  — 

Concous  of  the  Rectitude  of  my  Heart  I  feel  doubly  happy  in  your 

Approbation  of  my  Conduct &  I  have  the  most  happy  presages,  that 

by  Mutual  Confidence  and  a  Strict  &  duo  Observance  of  Orders  &  De- 

cipline  this  Corps  will  produce  a  Conviction  to  the  world  that  the  sons  of 

Amereca  deseve  to  be  free 

I  am  with  true  Regard  yours 

Most  Sincerely 

Ani^  Watne 

[Indorsed,  by  General  Wayne,  "  25Hi  Augt  1779  to  Major  Hull."] 


34.  GENERAL  WAYNE'S  REPLY  TO  MAJOR  POSEY.* 

[From  the  original  draught,  in  Genex-Jil  Wayne's  autograph.] 

Fart  Montgomery  28'i>  August  1779 
Sir 

Your  very  Laconic  note  of  the  12"!  Instant  enclosing  a  Copy  of  along 
letter  to  His  Excellency  Gen>  Washington  —  I  purposely  delayed  An- 
swering until  you  had  an  Oppertunity  of  being  convinced  that  I  had 
made  use  of  the  first  Opening  of  doing  justice  to  your  merit 

*  For  the  letter  to  which  this  is  a  rejily  see  ante,  page  128.  —  B.  B.  D. 
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You'l  now  permit  me  to  make  some  Observations  on  your  Letter  to 
bis  Excellency  of  the  lO""  Instant,  you  say — „  it  is  perfectly  well 
„  known  to  General  Wayne  that  I  led  the  Battalion  which  Composed 
„  the  front  of  the  Right  Column,  where  he  himself  marched  until  we 
„came  to  the  beach  —  when  G'en'  Wayne  left  the  Head  of  the  Column 
„  After  which  /  had  the  sole  Guidance  ^'  Direction  of  it  „ 

surely  Sir  you  bad  forgot  that  abrave  &  Intrepid  Lieu'  Col°  Fleury 
was  Immediately  in  front  of  you  who  had  some  claim  to  the  Guidance  of  it, 
&  that  if  Gen'  Wayne  had  left  the  Column  Inlireh),  yet  a  Meigs,  a  Febi- 
GER,  a  Sherman,  &  a  Hull  (were  present)  and  each  of  them  Senior 
Officers  to  you)  would  have  claimed  the  Direction  of  it 

but  I  am  Certain  they  have  too  much  Modesty  to.  assume  it  —  as  it's 
too  well  known  that  I  myself  continued  to  direct  it  even  after  I  had  Rec'' 
my  wound  —  &  that  at  the  point  of  my  Spear  —  I  at  least  helpt  to 
direct  the  greater  part  of  theColumn  over  the  Abbatis  and  into  the 
Works,  &  to  take  measures  to  Secure  them  &  the  Prisoners  after  (which 
perhaps  may  not  be  so  well  known  to  you  Sir  as  to  Other  Gentlemen) 

You  ask  a  number  of  Queries  of  Gen'  Wayne  all  tending  to  prove 
that  you  did  at  least  your  duty, —  Gen'  Wayne  answers  you,  that  you 
did,  —  &  that  he  highly  approved  of  your  Conduct  appears  in  his  letter 
of  the  17th  Ultimo  Viz 

„  I  should  take  up  too  much  of  your  Excellency's  time  was  I  to  part ic- 
„  ularise  every  Individal  who  deserves  it  for  their  bravery  on  this  Oc- 

„  cation  „  —  (&  again) „  Its  with  the  greatest  pleasure  I  acknowl- 

„  edge  to  your  Excellency  that  I  was  supported  in  the  Attacks  by  all  the 
„  Officers  &  Soldiers  to  the  utmost  of  my  wishes  „ 

but  not  Content  with  this,  as  soon  as  Congress  put  it  in  my  power,  I 
did  that  further  Justice  to  your  Merit  which  I  thouglit  you  Entitled  to  — 
as  you'l  see  by  the  enclosed  Copy  of  a  Letter  to  John  Jay  Esq"^  on  the 
Occation 

I  now  request  you  to  read  my  Letter  to  His  Excellency  Gen'  AVash- 
INGTON  &  the  Returns  of  the  killed  &  wounded  with  an  Attentive  &  un- 
prejudiced ej'e,  together  with  the  Copy  of  a  letter  herewith  transmitted  — 
Re  examine  yours  of  the  lO'ii  to  His  Excellency  Gen'  Washington  — 
&  then  consult  your  own  feelings,  — -  perhaps  on  cool  reflection  you  may 
find  that  there  are  some  expressions  made  use  of  tending  to  hold  up  an 
Idea  o(  want  of  Proivess  in  me  —  which  was  Supplied  hy  you 

Was  that  realy  your  Intention,  and  you  still  Continue  iu  the  same  Opin- 


APPENDIX.  141 

ion  —  I  know  that  you  will  have  Candor  enough  to  acknowledge  it, — 
(not  to  me  as  your  Superior  Officer)  but  to  rae  as  a  Private  Gentleman 
very  tanacious  of  my  Honor,  —  which  honor  is  now  plighted  to  meet  you 
on  that  ground  only, 

But  should  }'0u  have  no  Intention  to  cast  a  Shade  on  my  Military 
Character  (as  a  Gentleman  of  those  nice  feelings  which  I  believe  you  to 
possess)  —  I  now  call  on  you  to  place  that  matter  in  a  proper  point  of 

View 

Literim  I  am  with  due  Esteem 

Your  most  Hum'  Ser' 

Anti  Wayne 
Major  PosET 

[Indorsed,  by  General  Wayne,  "  28'i'  Aug'  1779  to  Major  Posey."] 


35.   MAJOR  POSEY  TO  GENERAL  WAYNE. 

[From  the  original  manuscript.] 

Fori  Montgomery  28">  Aug'  1779 
Sir 

Yours  bearing  this  present  date  in  answer  to  a  copy  of  a  letter  which 
I  had  Occation  to  trouble  his  Excellency  with  on  y  10'>i  Inst.  I  have 
received  a  few  hours  ago,  &  fiud  inclos'd  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  Con- 
gress. 

I  have  notio'd  each  &  every  paragraft  of  your  letter,  &  find  you  appear 
princoapaly  hurt  in  my  letter  to  his  Excellency  Gen'  Washington;  you 
imagine  I  have  cast  some  reflections  on  your  courage  or  conduct  in  your 
military  Character.  I  can  aver  to  you  upon  the  word  of  a  man  of  honor, 
of  a  Gent"  that  I  had  no  intention,  (in  any  sense  of  the  word)  to  cast 
any  reflection  upon  your  military  Character,  or  your  character  in  any 
manner  whatsoever.  My  design  was  only  to  state  the  matter  as  it  realy 
was,  in  Justice  to  my  own  feelings,  without  diminishing  or  grasping  at 
any  part  of  the  honor  which  you  deserved  through  the  course  of  the  en- 
terprize. 

I  am  as  far  to  attack  any  mans  reputation,  as  I  am  to  endure  the  least 
Ground  for  mine  to  be  questiond.  You  had  (cousistant  with  my  Ideas) 
injured  me,  my  reputation  was  at  stake ;  I  calld  for  redress,  your  sence 
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of  honor  &  Justice  has  inrluo'd  you  to  Give  me  satisfaction  ;  your  letter 

to  Congress  is  a  sufficient  one.  &  I  liope  this  will  be  a  satisfactory  one  to 

you. 

I  am  Sir  with  much  esteem 

Your  Humble  Ser' 

Thomas  Posey 
Gem  Wayne 

[Addressed,  "  Geni  Wayne  —  Present "  ] 


36.  GENERAL  WAYNE'S  EEPLY  TO  MAJOR  POSEY. 

[From  the  origiual  draught,  in  the  autograph  of  General  Watnk.] 

FoH  Montgomery/  2"''  Sep'  1779 
Sib 

As  you  seem  to  attribute  my  Letter  to  the  president  of  Congress  (of 
the  lO'h  ulto)  to  the  ed'eets  of  yours  to  me  nfthe  12'*,  I  must  beg  leave  to 
put  you  right  by  aperusal  of  the  enclosed,  as  published  by  order  of  Con- 
gress*—  &  in  which  you'l  also  find  the  real  ^'  only  cause  that  could  _pos- 

sibly  produce  it 

Interim  I  am  Your  Most 

Ob'  Hum'  Ser' 

AsT^^  Wayne 
Major 

[Indorsed,  by  General  Wayne,  "  2n<i  Sep"^  1779  to  Major  Posey."] 


37.  JAMES  DUANE  TO  ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 

[From  Hamhtos's  Works,  Vol.  I.  pp.  86,  87-] 

Sej>t.  10.  1779 

.     .     .     .     You  say  Wayne  is  still  safe.     Let  him  keep  a  sharp  look 

out ;  for  I  still  hold  the  opinion,  that  Sir  Henry  Cli.vton  is  bound  in 

honor  to  chastise  him,  for  one  of  the  most  daring  and  insolent  assaults  that 

is  to  be  found  in  the  records  of  chivalry ;  an  achievement  so  brilliant  in 

»  Probably  the  letter  from  General  Wayne  to  Mr.  J.vy,  President  of  Congress, 
{ante,  pages  81,  82,)  was  that  which  was  enclosed  in  this  note.  —  M.  B.  D. 
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itself,  so  romantic  in  the  scale  of  British  admiration,  that  none  but  a  hero, 
inspired  by  the  fortitude,  instructed  by  the  wisdom,  and  guided  by  the 
planet  of  Wasuington,  could,  by  the  exploit  at  Paulus  Hook,  have  fur- 
nished materials  in  the  page  of  history  to  give  it  a  parallel 

Your  aSectiouate  and  devoted  servant, 

James  Dpane. 


38.  GENERAL  JOHN  ARMSTRONG  TO  GENERAL  WAYNE. 

[From  the  orisiaal  manuscript.] 

Philad",  loth.  Sepr.  1779  — 
Dear  Genehal 

I  consider  you  now,  as  your  friends  and  fellow  Citizens  generally  do,  a 
favourite  in  the  disjjensation  of  great  &  brillient  events,  which  the  Su- 
pream  Agent  so  sparingly  bestows  even  on  Soldiers  of  the  first  natural 
firmness  —  Once  in  an  age  or  in  the  course  of  some  great  Revolution, 
Heaven  marks  out  some  particular  leader  for  an  acquisition  like  yours,  at 
Stoney-Point  —  Not  for  the  agrandizement  of  the  individual  or  making  a 
feeble  insect  mad  (for  you  know  the  fraielties  of  our  nature)  but  rather 
for  the  illustration  of  his  own  will,  and  approbation  of  the  cause  he  has 
vouchsafed  to  espouse,  is  this  luster  thrown  on  the  infant  Arms  of  Amer- 
ica— You  will  then  ask  what  share  of  these  distinguished  honors  belong  to 
you,  I  answer  enough,  and  more  than  your  feeble  shoulders  or  the  mind 
of  any  Soldier  on  earth  is  able  to  bear  without  the  same  aid  that  first  led 
you  up  to  the  charge,  but  aid  operating  in  a  different  manner,  nor  is  there 
less  heroism  &  true  magnanimity  requisite  in  supporting  under  &  prop- 
erly improving  such  signal  honor  attended  with  her  infectious  train,  than 
that  which  possessed  the  breasts  of  your  brave  little  Army  when  contrasted 
to  every  impliment  of  death  !  *greater  is  he  who  ruleth  his  own  Spirit  un- 
der every  temptation  than  he  who  taketh  a  City 

I  have  on  purpose  defered  this  short  congratulatory  letter  Old  fashioned 
as  I  designed  it  to  be,  in  order  that  time  might  be  given  for  the  evapora- 
tion of  such  airiel  particles  as  generally  mix  with  these  of  modern  com- 
plexion ;  and  whilst  I  rest  assured  of  your  candid  construction,  I  beg  you 
to  believe  the  high  Sense  I  am  happy  to  possess  of  the  obligations  of  the 

*  Solomon. 
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piiblick  to  your  merit  &  that  of  your  gallant  assistants  —  and  that  I  am 
■with  every  Sentiment  of  gratitude  &  esteem,  dear  General 

Your  affectionate  friend 
and  Immb'  Serv' 

Jou!f  Armstrong 

[Addressed,  "  Brigadier  General  Wayne  Commanding  the  light  Corps 
Near  West  Point     By  the  favour  of  Capt"  Campbkll."] 


39.   GENERAL  LAFAYETTE   TO   GENERAL  WAYNE. 

[From  the  original  manuscript.] 

Harre  7""  October  1779 
Dear  Sir 

With  the  Greatest  pleasure  I  take  this  opportunity  of  Congratulating 
you,  on  your  admirable  expedition  at  Stouey  point  —  Besides  the  General 
and  hearty  Satisfaction  I  feel  from  any  advantage  which  May  Bless  the 
arms  of  My  fellow  american  Soldiers,  I  was  paticularly  delighted  in  hear- 
ing that  this  Glorious  affair  had  been  Conducted  By  My  Good  friend 
General  Wayne. 

I  Beg,  My  dear  Sir,  you  would  present  My  Compliments  to  !My  friends 

and  acquaintances  in  the  army,  and  Believe  me  Most  allectionatly 

Yours 

Lafayette 
The  honorable  Brigadier  General  Wayne. 


40.     GENERAL  WAYNE'S  REPLY  TO  GENERAL  LEE.* 

[From  tlie  orij^iual  draujjht,  in  General  Wayne's  autograph.] 

Liij)it  Infantry  Camp  Htights  of 
llmerslraw  20"'  Oct'  1779 
Dear  Sir 

I  reel  your  very  polite  favor  of  the  ll*h  of  August  some  time  since, — 
but  my  papers  &  Baggage  being  at  a  Distance  could  not  comply  with 
your  request  so  soon  as  I  wished  —  Inclosed  you'l  find  the  Disposition  of 
attack  &  sketch  of  Stoney  Point 

the  encomiums  you  are  pleased  to  pass  on  that  affair  —  give  a  Scnsa- 
For  the  letter  to  which  this  is  a  reply  see  ante,  page  127.  —  II.  B.  D. 
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tion  which  I  can  much  better  feel  than  express  —  because  they  come  from 
aGentlemau  of  the  first  experience  &  whose  Military  abilities  stand  very 
high  in  they  eye  of  the  World. 

give  me  leave  to  Assure  you  Sir  that  if  I  have  fought  with  some  Suc- 
cess—  your  Approbation  of  my  Conduct  adds  not  alittle  to  the  pleasure 
I  experience  ou  that  Occation. 

Interim  I  am  with  much  Esteem 

Your  most  Ob'  &  very 

Humb'  Ser' 

Ant^  Wayne 
Major  Gen'  Lee 

— « — 

41.     PRESIDENT  REED  TO  GENERAL  WAYNE. 

[From  the  original  manuscripts.] 

Philad.  Oct.  25.  1779. 

SiK 

I  have  the  Pleasure  of  transmitting  you  the  Thanks  of  the  General 
Assembly  &  the  Executive  Council  of  the  State  for  your  meritorious  & 
important  Service  during  the  Campaign  ;  and  request  you  to  .  .  -in 
some  suitable  Manner  to  the     .     .     .     panions  of  your  Glory  &  Danger 

.     .     .     of  the  State  on  their  Conduct  as     .     .     .     the  inclosed 

I  am  Sir  :  with  great     .     . 
&  Regard 

Your  most  Obed.  Hble 
Serv' 

Jos:  Reed 

President. 

[Addressed,  "  On  publick  Service  To  Brigr  Gen'  Wayne  Commandt 
of  the  Light  Infantry  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States      Jos.  Keed."] 

[Enclosure] 

IN  COUNCIL 

Philadelphia  October  20'>'  1779 

The  ITonorable  House  of  Assembly  having  taken  in  to  consideration, 
the  meritorious  services  of  General  Wayne  and  ihe  Iroops  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Line  under  his  Command,  particularly  in  the  attack  on  Stoney 
19 
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point,  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  July  last,  and  come  to  the  following  re- 
solve, to  wit.  — 

"IN  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 

"  October  lOii"  1779 

"  The  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  taking  into  their  consideration  the 
"  Services  performed  by  General  Wayne  and  the  Officers  and  Soldiers 
"  of  the  Pennsylvania  Line  in  the  attack  on  Sfoney  point,  and  the  rec- 
"  oramendation  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council.  — 

"  Resolved 

"  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  General  Wayxe 
"  and  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Line,  for  the  courage 
"  and  conduct  displayed  by  them  in  the  attack  on  Stoney-point,  the  honor 
"  they  have  reflected  on  the  State  to  which  they  belong,  the  clemency 
"  they  shewed  to  those  in  their  power,  in  a  situation,  when,  by  the  laws 
"  of  War,  and  stimulated  by  resentment,  occasioned  by  the  remembrance 
"  of  a  former  Massacre,  they  would  have  been  justified  in  putting  to  death 
"every  one  of  the  Garrison,  will  transmit  their  names  with  honor  to  the 
"  latest  posterity  and  will  shew  that  true  bravery  and  humanity  are  in- 
"  separable. 

"  Resolved,  That  this  resolution  be  transmitted  to  the  Supreme  Execu- 

"  tive  Council,  and  that  they  be  requested  to  transmit  the  same  to  Gen- 

"  eral  Wayne  to  be  by  him  conveyed  to  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the 

"  Pennsylvania  Line  under  his  Command  in  the  attack  above  mentioned. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  house 

"John  Bayard  Speaker" 

Which  has  been  duly  communicated  to  the  Board  and  thereupon 
Resolved,  Unanimously,  That  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  do 
chearfully  concur  therein,  and  give  their  thanks  to  General  Wayne, 
and  the  troops  of  the  Pennsylvania  Line,  for  the  bravery  humanity, 
and  good  conduct  displayed  on  the  above  occasion,  in  which  they  not 
only  acquired  most  deserved  applause,  but  have  reflected  honor  upon 
the  State,  to  which  they  belong. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes 
T.  IIailack 

Sec 
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42.  ORDERS  ISSUED  BY  GENERAL  WAYNE,  CONVEYING  THE  ACTION 
OF  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  STATE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA  TO 
THE  TROOPS  FROM  THAT  STATE  WHO  WERE  ATTACHED  TO 
THE    LIGHT   CORPS. 

[From  the  origin.al  draught,  in  the  autograph  of  General  Wayne.] 

The  lead  which  the  Legislative  &  E.xecutive  powers  of  the  State  of 
Penn.sa  have  taken  in  passing  Laws  for  making  ample  and  Honorable 
provision  for  their  Officers  &  Soldiers,  —  and  the  polite  manner  in  which 
they  have  been  pleased  to  express  their  Approbation  of  the  Conduct  of 
their  Troops,  as  Contained  in  the  foregoing  Resolves,  —  must  (to  every 
Gentleman  of  Sentiment)  give  a  Sensation  much  better  felt  than  ex- 
pressed, 

And  as  Gen'  Wayne  is  Concious  of  equal  Merit  in  the  Officers  & 
Soldiers  of  every  Other  State,  that  compose  the  Corps  that  he  has  the 
Honor  toCommand,  —  he  wishes  for  an  Oppertunity  of  Communicating 
in  the  same  manner  to  them,  the  sense  of  their  Respective  States,  for 
their  good  Conduct,  Bravery  &  Humanity  on  the  same  Occation. 


43.     COLONEL  MEIGS  TO  GENERAL  WAYNE. 
[From  the  original  manuscript.] 

Sir 

By  a  miscalculation  your  honor  Paid  about  four  hundred  Dollars  into 
my  my  hands  more  than  my  Return  specified  of  Prize  money  —  Capt 
Champion  has  paid  all  the  men,  &  informs  me  that,  that  sum  remains  in 
his  hands. 

Lieut.  Miller  the  bearer  had  the  misfortune  to  loose  his  sword  in 
Passing  the  Abbattis,  &  has  since  been  Obliged  to  pay  300  Dollars  for 
another  sword,  it  will  be  very  agreeable  to  me  if  it  can  be  done,  that  he 
be  repaid  the     ....  * 

[Addressed,  "  HonW"  B.  General  Wayne."] 

[Indorsed,  by  General  Wayne,  "Ocff  1779  from  Col"  Meigs."] 

*  The  lower  part  of  the  sheet,  in  the  original,  has  been  cut  off,  apparently  by 
some  unprincipled  autograph-huuter  for  the  purpose  of  securing  tlie  signature.  — 
E.  B.  D. 
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Boon-tuwn,  N.  J.,  87. 

Boston,  10,  11,  75,  88,  89,  92,  93,  94,  95, 
97,  115. 

Boston  Gazette,  The,  and  the  Country 
Journal,  ( Edes  and  Sons',)  referred  to, 
75,  92,  95. 

Boston  Port  Bill,  10,  11. 

Bradford,  Capt..  10. 

Bradford,  Mr.,  53,  103. 

Brevits  granted  by  Congress,  63. 

Broilhcad,  Col.,  60. 

Burgoyne,  Gen.,  109. 

Burke,  Thomas,  letter  from,  quoted, 
113,  114;  the  same  referred  to,  123; 
the  same  answered,  123. 

Butler,  Col.  Richard,  18,  20,  23,  24,  26, 
32,  34,  41,  111,  118,  120,  124,  134; 
commanded  the  Light  Infantry,  7,  17, 
18,  20;  commanded  the  left  attacking 
column  at  Stony  Point,  36,  42,  77;  his 
route,  37,  48;  his  operations,  49. 

Butler's  regiment,  Col.,  in  the  Light  In- 
fantry, 20,  41,  77;  in  the  left  column 
of  attack,  42,  48  ;  its  share  of  the 
spoils,  56,  67  ;  killed  and  wounded, 
79. 
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CaldioelVs  Landing,  39. 

Camilla,  ship  of  war,  67. 

Campbell.  Col.,  106. 

Campbell,  Capt.,  144. 

Campbell,  Capt.  Lawrence,  (LXXIst 
Grenadiers,)  85,  91. 

Campbttts  Memoir  of  Gen.  Hull,  errors 
in,  4.3,  48;  quoted,  1,  2,  51;  referred 
to,  41,  42,  44,  45,  47,  4S,  49,  50,  51,  52, 
5.3,  54.  '      1       >      .      1       . 

Carey,  Lieut.,  86. 

Champion,  Capt.,  147. 

Charleston,  S.  C,  109. 

Chatham,  N.  J.,  87. 

Chester  Co.,  Penn.,  7,  9,  11,  14;  com- 
mittee of  safety  of,  11;  sheriff  of, 
102.  .^       .        .  , 

Clayton,  Capt.,  86. 
Clements's,  35,  36. 
Clinton,  Sir  Henrv,  1,  4,  5,  6,  68,  69,  70, 

71,  73,  89,  95,  108,  117,  137,  142;  his 

despatches  quoted,  65-67,  82-86;  the 

same  referred  to,  40. 
Collins's  New  Jersey  Gazette.    Virle  New 

Jersey  Gazette,  the,  (Collins's). 

Bavby,  Capt.,  (XVIlth  Regt.,)  86. 
Delany,  Col.  Sharp,  4,  45,  46,  59,  137; 

letter  from,  quoted,  119. 
Delany,  Mrs.,  47,  138. 
Desertions  from  the  army,  40,  99,  102 ; 

from   tlie   light   troops,  26;   to  Gen. 

Washington    from    Stony-Point,    27, 

47. 
De  Solis's  Conquest  of  Mexico,  referred 

to,  105. 
Despatches  concerning   the  capture  of 

Ston3--Point   by   the   British,    65-70; 

concerning  the  capture  of  that  post 

by  Gen.  Wayne,  74-82;  mutilated  in 

the  publication,  by  order  of  Congress, 

75. 
D'  Estaing,  Count,  124. 
Dissipation  in  Philadelphia,  1778-9,  4,  5. 
Dobb's  Ferry,  N.  Y.,  67,  83,  83. 
Dogs  on  the"  line  of  march,  story  of  their 

slaughter  by  Gen.  Wayne,  103. 
Don  John,  the"  cigar-deal'er,  120. 
Donop,  Sergt.,  52,  57,  58. 
Drafts,  the  Light  Corps  thus  formed, 

97,  100,  104,  105. 
Dragoons,  their  share  of  the  spoils,  57. 
Duane,  .lames,  59;  letter  from  him  quot- 
ed, 142,  143. 
Dunkinson,  Lieut.,  (LXXIst  Grenadiers,) 

86.  ' 

Dunlap's   Pennsylvania    Packet.     Vide 

Pennsylvania   Packet,   The,  or.  The 
General  Advertiser,  (Dunlap's). 


Easttomi,  Penn.,  7,  8,  9, 12, 14, 102. 

Edes  and  Sons'  Boston  Gazette.  Vide 
Boston  Gazette,  The,  and  the  Coun- 
try .Journal,  (Edes  and  Sons'). 

Elizabethtnwn,  N.  J.,  127. 

Enslow,  Conductor, (Royal  Artillery,)  85. 

Evening  Post,  The,  and  the  General  Ad- 
vertiser, (Boston,)  referred  to,  75,  94, 
95,  97. 


Fairfield,  Conn.,  107. 

Febiger,  Col.  Christian,  20,  32,  34,  37,  41, 

42,  51,  52,  77,  128. 

Febiger's  regiment,  in  the  Light  Corps, 
20,  41,  42,  43,  77,  128;  in  the  ridit 
column  of  attack,  36,  42,  51,  77;' its 
conduct,  51,  52,  77;  its  share  of  the 
spoils,  56,  57;  number  of  killed  and 
wounded.  79. 

Ferryman  at  Stony-Point,  44,  47,  48. 

Few,  Capt.,  101.    'iTrfe  Tew,  Capt. 

Fishlmirne,  Major,  51,  54,  67,  74,  78,  79, 

Fishkill.  N.  Y.,  89,  93,  95,  96,  97, 108, 116. 
Fishlill  Landing,  N.  Y.,  123,  124. 
Fleury,  Lieut.-Col.  L.,  47,  128,  130, 131; 
led  the  advance  of  the  right  column, 

43,  51,  76,  77,  94,  100,  118,  131,  134, 
140;  his  conduct,  51,  52,  76,  77,  87,  94 
100,  118,  131;  letter  from  him  quoted, 
57,  58;  the  same  referred  to,  51,  57; 
medal  presented  to  him  by  Congress, 
61 ;  the  medal  described,  62 ;  presen- 
tation of  the  medal  to  him,  62,  63;  cer- 
tificate of  Gen.  Wayne  quoted,  116; 
the  same  referred  to,  51. 

Forlorn  hopes,  at  the  assault,  43,  44,  52 

76,  77,  78,  97,  100,  115,  134. 
Fort  Arnold  ( West  Point),  69. 
Furt  Clinton,  17,  72,  73. 
Fort  Constitution,  92. 
Fort  La  Fayette,  5,  6,  53,  64,  66,  67,  68, 

70,  71,  72,  83,  87,  89,  91,  106,  116. 
Fort  .Montgomery,  16,  17,  20,  22   23  24 

26,  34,  40,  50,  79,  90,  105, 128, 133, 137,' 

141,  142.  .... 

France,  the  alliance  with,  2,  3. 
Franklin,  Dr.,  9,  62. 
Franklin,  Gov.,  106. 
Eraser,  Capt.,  (Guards,)  65. 
Fredericksburg,  N.  Y".,  125. 
French  Ambassador,  121. 


Gage,  Gen.  Thomas,  109. 

Gaine's  New  Y'ork  Gazette  :  and  the 
Weekly  Slercury.  IV*  New  York 
Gazette  :  The,  a"nd  the  Weekly  Mer- 
cury, (Gaine's). 
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Gates,  Gen.  Horatio,  5,  95, 115, 116, 117; 
letter  from  liim  quoted,  95;  the  same 
referred  to,  115 ;  his  MS.  papers  quoted, 
115,  116,117. 

Gates,  Robert,  117. 

^^Gentkman  at  Fish  Kill,"  letter  fi'om 
him  quoted,  S9. 

Germain,  Lord  George,  65,  82. 

Germantowu,  Capt.  Tew  at,  55. 

Gibbons,  Lieut.  James,  (6th  Penn.  Regt.,) 
led  the  left  forlorn  hope,  44,  76,  78,  87, 
115,  119,  134;  his  conduct,  76,  78,  87, 
96,  119,  130;  promoted  hy  Congress, 
61,  62,  124. 

Gordon,  Dr.  William,  117. 

Gordon's  History  of  the  Revolution,  re- 
fen-ed  to,  6,  41,  42,  43,  44,  47,  49,  50, 
51,  53. 

Goshen,  N.  Y.,  79. 

Gratit,  Lieut.,  (LXXIst  Regt.,)  86. 

Graydnn's  Memoirs,  referred  to,  12. 

Great  Britain,  effect  of  the  loss  of  Stony- 
Point  on,  89. 

Greene,  Gen.  Nathaniel,  6,  53 ;  letter  from 
him  quoted,  87,  90. 

Gun-boats,  67. 


llacJcet's  town,  N.  J.,  121. 

/{all.  Ensign,  94,  101. 

Ball's  Jlemoir  of  Gen.  Posey,  referred 
to,  43,  52. 

Banulton,  Lieut.-Col.  Alexander,  17,  25, 
33,  59,  142;  his  JIS.  papers  referred 
to,  17;  his  Works  referred  to,  142. 

Hamilton,  John  C,  his  claim  concerning 
his  father's  authorship  of  Washing- 
ton's letters  in  1779  controverted,  17 ; 
his  History  of  the  Republic  quoted, 
17;  the  same  referred  to,  47. 

IJamilton,  Major,  106, 

Hamilton,  Adjt.,  (XVIIIh  Regt.,)  86. 

Hamilton,  Ensign,  (XVlIth  Regt.,)  86. 

Handy,  Capt.,  (Lee's  Legion,)  122. 

Harden,  Lieut.,  (Roval  ArtiUerj',)  85. 

Hardy's  Town,  N.  Y.,  84. 

Harper  and  Dick,  Jamaica,  9, 10. 

Harrison,  Col.  Benjamin,  4,  5. 

Harrison,  Col.  Robert,  17. 

Harvard  College,  117. 

Havannah,  The,  55. 

Haverstraw,  N.  Y.,  122. 

Haverslraw  Bay,  N.  Y.,  69,  84. 

Havre,  144. 

Hatj,  Lieut.-Col.,  (Pennsylvania  Line,) 
77,  90,  94,  101,  130,  134. 

Hay,  Lieut.-Col.  Udney,  letters  from  him 
quoted,  96,  116. 

Hayman,  Lieut.,  (XVIIth  Begt.,)  86. 

Hazard,  Eben,  117. 


Hazard's  Register,  quoted,  122. 

Eeadley,  3.  C,  his  incorrectness,  49, 
50. 

Headley's  Washington  and  his  Generals, 
referreil  to,  49,  50. 

Heath's  Memoirs,  refeiTcd  to,  47. 

Hii/himils  of  the  Hudson,  5,  6, 16,  20,  39, 
69,  105. 

Hililreth's  History  of  the  Pioneers  of 
Ohio,  referred  to,  32. 

History  of  the  Civil  War  in  America,  re- 
fen-ed  to,  44,  48,  49,  60,  51. 

Holt's  New  York  Journal,  and  the  Gen- 
eral Advertiser.  See  New  York  Jour- 
nal, The,  and  the  General  Advertiser, 
(Holt's). 

Horn,  Surgeon,  (XVHth  Regt.,)  86. 

Howe,  Gen.  Robert,  91, 116. 

Howe,  Gen.  Sir  William,  89,  109. 

Hudson  River,  91,  93,  108. 

Hiiqeford,  Ensign,  (Loyal  American 
Regt.,)  86. 

Hull,  Major  William,  1,  2,  36,  41,  42,  52, 
82,  126,  131,  135,  139,  140;  letter  from 
him  quoted,  138,  139:  his  narrative 
referred  to,  51,  52,  53,  54. 

Hull's  detachment,  at  West  Point,  41; 
joined  the  Light  Infantry,  41;  in  the 
right  column  of  attack,  36,  42,  52,  77; 
its  conduct,  52,  82;  its  share  of  the 
spoils,  56,  57;  number  of  killed  and 
wounded,  79. 


Independence  of  the  United  States,  ideas 

concerning  it  ni  1778-9,  2. 
Independent    Chronicle  :    The,  and    the 

I'uiversal  Advertiser,  referred  to,  88, 

89,  93,  95. 
Irvine,  Gen.,  45. 
Irrinrj,  Washington,  47,48;  his  Life  of 

Washington  referred  to,  42,  43,  47,  48. 


Jamaica-,  W.  I.,  9. 

Jamaica  Plain,  Mass.,  117. 

Jay,  John,  5. 

Jay,  .John,  President  of  Congress,  60,  61, 
74,  81,  82,  121,  126,  135,  140,  142;  let- 
ter from  him  quoted,  60;  the  same 
referred  to,  61;  reply  to  the  same,  81 
82,  126,  135,  140,  142. 

Jejf'trson,  Tliomas,  5. 

Jerusalem,  siege  of,  105. 

Jews  at  Jerusalem,  105. 

Johnson,  Lieut.-Col.  H.,  (X\^IIth  Regt.,) 
1,  39,  54,  65,  66,  74,  83,  84,  85,  86, 
88,  90,  91,  92,  93,  94,  96,  98,  100,  101; 
his  report  to  Gen.  Clinton,  84-86 ;  the 
same  referred  to,  55. 
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Jospphtis's  History  of  tlie  Jews,  referred 

to,  105. 
Journal  of  Congress  quoted,  61-63;  the 

same  rel'eiTed  to,  60. 

King's  Ferry,  5,  6,  67,  69,  70,  72,  73,  S8, 
89,  90,  92,  99.  '       .      .      .      , 

Knox,  Lieut.,  (9Hi  I'enn.  Ref;t.,)  led  the 
right  fiMioni  liopo,  43,  52,  76,  78,  116, 
119,  130,  134;  second  person  witliiri 
the  fort,  57,  58;  his  conduct  approved 
by  Congress,  61  ;  brevetted  by  Con- 
gress, 62,  124. 
Knlloik's  N e w .Jersey  Journ n  1 .  I'jrfe  New 
Jersey  Journal,  tlie,  (Kollocli's). 

Lnfnyette,  Gen.,  letter  from,  quoted,  144. 

La  Fat/etle,  Kort.    llcle  Fort  La  Fayette. 

Lamb,  Cnpt.,  47. 

Lamb,  Sergt.,  his  Journal  of  Occurrences 
referred  to,  51,  53,  04. 

LaneuriUe,  Major  Noirment  de,  82, 126. 

Laudun,  JIarshall,  127. 

Laurens,  Henry,  01. 

Lawrence,  Lieut.  Nathaniel,  (2d.  N.  C. 
Regr.,)  71. 

Leake's  Life  of  Gen.  Lamb,  referred  to, 
63,  64.  ' 

Lebanon,  Conn.,  114. 

Lee,  Gen.  Charles,  letter  from  Iiira 
quoted,  127 ;  the  same  referred  to,  144 ; 
the  same  answered,  144,  145. 

Lee,  Major  Henry,  33,  35,  78,  137,  138; 
the  Legion  commanded  bv  him,  42, 
122. 138;  letter  from  him  quoted,  122; 
lettei-  from  him  referred  to,  42,  43,  48, 
50,  63,  56 ;  his  Meuioirs  referred  to,  61. 

Lewis,  Hon.  Joseph  J.,  v.,  vii.,  12. 

Lii/ht  Infantry,  organization  of,  3, 17,  19, 
20,  22,  38,  97,  lUO;  the  character  of  its 
members,  3,  20,  46;  its  strength,  3,  6, 
7.  17,  20  ;  "  Weekly  Return  "  of,  re- 
ferred to,  3;  its  movements,  6,  7,  17; 
tlie  command  of,  solicited  by  Gen. 
Wayne,  12,  18;  the  command  of,  giv- 
en to  him,  15,  16,  17;  its  condition  at 
that  time,  20,  21,  22;  ilrilled  by  tien. 
Wayne,  22,  23  ;  ordered  lo  assault 
Stony-Point,  33;  its  numbers,  S7,  88, 
90,  91 ;  its  operations,  41-64, 75-78,  88- 
90,  91,  92,  93,  96,  97,  98;  its  bravery 
49,  50,  51,  52,  76-78,  88,  89.  90,  92  94 
96,  97,  98,  99-102, 113;  its  loss,  54,  79, 
87,  88,  90,  92,  94,  101,  116. 
Lloj/rJ,  Hugh,  II. 

Lussinq,  Benson  J.,  41,  44,  47,  48,  49;  his 
FieUI-Book  of  the  Kevolution  referred 
to,  44,  47,  48,  49. 
London  Gazette,  quoted,  65,  67,  82. 


Loudon's  New  York  Packet,  and  the 
American  Advertiser.  17*  New  York 
Packet,  The,  and  the  American  Ad- 
vertiser, (Loudon's). 

Lonisburrj,  capture  of.  55. 

Loyal  American  Kegiment.  Vide  Regi- 
ments, Loyal  American. 

Loyalists  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  73:  in 
garrison  at  Stony-Point,  53,  91,  101; 
American  cruelties  experienced  by 
them,  106,  107. 


"jl/fifZ  Anthony,"  12,  34. 

Map  of  vicinity  of  Stony-Point,  18. 

Mop  of  assaid't  on  Stnn'y-Poinf,  40,  48; 
errors  in  those  of  Mr.  Lossing,  Dr. 
Sparks,  Mrs.  Campbell,  and  Mr.  Irv- 
ing, 48. 

Marshall,  Chief  .Justice,  25,  40,  43,  52 ; 
his  Life  of  Washington  referred  to.  2, 
3,  5,  6.  25,  40,  41,  42,  43.  44,  49,  50,  61, 
52,  53.  ....,, 

Marshall,  Lieut.,  (XVIIth  Regt.,)  S6. 
Mar/inifjue,  55. 

Mason,  George,  5. 

Mnssachusetis,  Council  of,  95. 117;  letter 
from,  quoted,  115;  light  troops  of,  41. 

Massncliiisclls  Historical  Society,  its  Col- 
lections quote<l  from,  62,  63. 

Miissaclrusetis  Spy:  The,  Or,  ."imerican 
Oracle  of  Liberty,  (Thomas's.)  quoted 
from,  89,  90;  referred  to,  76,  79,  93,  95, 
97. 

Malliew,  Gen.,  65,  66. 

Matlacl;  T.,  Secy.,  146. 

Ml- Collister,  Lieut.,  (Lee's  Legion),  137. 

Mc  Connnck,  Major,  66,  57. 

McDougoU,  Gen.  Alexander,  20,  21,  72, 
116;  letters  from,  referred  to,  5,  20. 

MvKeuzie,  Dr.,  66,  67. 

Meose's  liescnption  of  some  Medals, 
etc.,  quoted  from,  61-63. 

Medals  ordered  by  Congress,  61  ;  de- 
scription of  that  presented  to  Gen. 
Wayne,  62;  to  IJeut.-Col.  Pleury,  62; 
to  Major  Stewart,  63;  presentation  of 
Lieut.-Col.  Fleury's,  62,  63. 

Meii/s,  Lieut.-Col.  R.  J.,  20.  36,  41,  42, 
47,  52,  66,  67,  77,  79,  94,  101,  111,  118, 
130,  131,  133,  140;  letters  ln)m  him 
quoted,  130,  131,  147;  the  same  relei^ 
red  to,  133 ;  the  same  answered,  133- 
136. 

3Ii-ir;s's  regiment,  Lieut.-Col.  R.  J.,  in 
tlie  Light  Iidantry,  20,  41 ;  in  the  right 
column  of  attack  at  Stony-Point,  36, 
42,  77,  140;  its  good  conduct,  62;  its 
share  of  tlie  spoils,  66,  57;  killed  and 
wounded,  79,  94,  101. 
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Mexico,  Cortez  in,  103. 

Midilkbronk,  N.  J.,  the  encampment 
tiiere,  2,  6,  13,  15;  movement  of  the 
nnny  from,  6,  15. 

Milhr',  Lieut.,  147. 

Minisiiil;  biiitle  i)f,  106. 

Munimiulh,  h:M\e  of,  109,  132. 

Morris,  Gouvenieur,  3,  4,  5. 

Mor7-is,  Ciipt.  Roger,  b6. 

Morris,  "Mr.,"  61. 

Miiltltnberf/,  Gen.,  liis  brigade  covered 
the  assault  on  Stony-Point,  43,  78;  the 
organization  of  tlie  brigade,  43;  his 
Life  referred  to,  43. 

Murfree,  Jlajor,  36,  37,  41,  42,  48,  49,  56, 
57,  77,  82,  126. 

Murf'ret's  command,  Major,  in  tlie  left 
column  of  attacic  at  Stony-Point,  36, 
37,  41,  42,  48,  77;  its  good  conduct, 
49;  its  share  of  the  spoils,  56,  57. 


N'lirn,  Lieut.,  (LXXIst  Grenadiers,)  86. 
Negro  spy,  the  story  of,  44,  47,  48. 
Nc(/roes  captured  at  Stonv-l'oiiit,  111, 

118;  how  disposed  of,  111,  118. 
Nelson,  Tliomas,  5. 
Nelson's  Point,  69.' 
NeiD  England  troops,  131. 
New  Hampsliire  Gazette,  The,  quoted, 

96;  referred  to,  115. 
New  Haven,  lo7. 
Neio  .lerspv   Gazette,  The,  (CoUins's,) 

quoted,  74,  75,  81,  90,  91, 103 ;  referred 

to,  54,  73. 
Neto  .lersev  .Journal,  The,  (Kollock's,) 

ipioted,  87;  referred  to,  73. 
A'lW  Windsor,  17,  19,  28,  33,  59,  66,  88, 

110,  118,  119,  121. 
New  Vorii,  citv  of,  2,  5,  6, 10,  72,  73,  66, 

88,>9,  91,  9.3,  95,  99,  101,  104,  108. 
New  York,  State  of,  lier  ])atriotism,  3; 

lier  delegation  in  Congi'ess,  5. 
New  York  Gazette:  Tlie, and  the  Weekly 

Mercurv,   (Gaine's,)   quoted,   91,   95, 

104;  referred  to,  5,  26,  73,  86,  67. 
New  York  Historical  Society,  1,  16. 
New  York  .lounial,liie,  and  the  General 

Ailvertiser,  (Holt's,)  quoted,  03,  71,  92, 

99;  referred  to,  73. 
New  York  Packet,  The,  and  the  Ameri- 
can   Advertiser,  (Loudon's,)   quoted, 

93,  94,  97-99,  108;  referred  to,  50,  53. 
Nicholas,  -Mr.,  5. 

Nm  intercourse  with  the  colonies,  9,  10. 
Nortit   Carolina,  her   light  troops,  vide 

Murfree's  command  ;  her  patriotism,  3. 
Norili  River,  72,  89,  95,  90. 
NorwidI:,  Gonn.,  loif. 
Novn  Scotia,  9. 

20 


"Officer   at   Fort  Constitution,"   letter 

from  him  quoted,  92,  93. 
"OJieer  of  di^^tinction,  at   Fish   Kill," 

letter  from  iiim  quoted,  96;  the  same 

rcfeiied  t",  115. 
"Oj/icer    on     Service,     at    Verplank's 

Point,"  letter  from  him  quoted,  70, 

71;  referred  to,  5,  73. 
Otuey,  George,  Aud'r,  ilO. 
"  t^r(/er  of  Battle."     Vide  Wayne,  Gen., 

his  "  Order  of  Battle." 


Palmer,  Lieut.,  94, 101. 

J'auli,  the  massacre  of,  89. 

Paltison,  Gen.,  66,  68,  70,  71. 

Paul  of  larsus,  12. 

Paulas  Hook,  137,  143. 

Pi;kskill,  71. 

Peu'/leton,  Kdmund,  5. 

Penusijlcauia,  her  political  condition  in 
1779,  120;  the  President  of,  thanks 
Gen.  Wayne,  59;  the  Assembly  of, 
thanks  Gen.  Wayne,  145-147. 

Peuii^i/h'ania  Gazette,  The,  and  General 
Advertiser,  quoted,  06;  referred  to,  75, 
86,  67. 

Pennsylvmiia  line,  12,  13,  23,  43,  44,  52, 
140,  147. 

Pcnusj/lrania  Packet.  The,  or.  The  Gen- 
eral Advertiser,  (Duidap'.'^,)  quoted, 
62,  63,  86,  67-69,  102-104;  referred  to, 
51,  63. 

PlieljJS,  Capt.,  94,  101. 

Philudelpkia,  citv  of,  4,  5,  8,  9,  IS,  15, 16, 
45,  46,  59,  60,  75,  80, 102,  103,  104, 113, 
121,  123,  143,  145. 

Pltilailelpliia,  galley,  67. 

Phiti/tse's,  95. 

Puuipey,  the  negro  sp}',  44,  47,  48. 

Porlsiuouth,  N.  il.,  96. 

Posey,  iMajor  Thom.as,  60,  134,  139,  141, 
142;  in  the  right  attacking  column, 
43;  his  conduct,  43,  62,  62,  126;  his 
claim  to  the  honor  of  leading  the  col- 
umn, 43,  52;  he  carried  a  redoubt,  52; 
said  to  have  been  tirst  in  the  works, 
52;  letter  from  him  to  Gen.  Washing- 
t'ln  quoted,  128;  lettei's  trom  him  to 
Gen.  Wayne  quoted,  126-130,  141, 
142;  the  same  referred  to,  139;  the 
same  replied  to,  139-141,  142. 

Pouyhkee/isie,  N.  Y'.,  92,  99. 

Powell,  .Jeremiah,  Piesident,  115. 

Princeton,  battle  of,  65. 

Promdence,  K.  L,  95. 

Putnam,  Col.  Rufus,  20,  32,  41. 

Putnam's  regiment,  CiJ.,  in  the  Light 
Infantry,  20,  41;  on  detached  service, 
July  16,  1779,  41. 
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Raisonnbh,  sliip  of  war,  67. 
Raimmjs  History  of  tliR  Araericnn  Rev- 
olution, referred  to,  43  45,  49,  51,  53. 
Rted,  .Mrs.  (Ksther),  119. 
/feerf,  .loseph,  President  of  Pennsylvania, 
4,42,43,48,50,83.53,  59,  GO,  i  19,  121, 
124,  145;  letters  from  Inm  quoted,  69, 
60,  145 ;  tlie  same  referred  to,  6U ;  the 
same  replied  to,  119. 
Meed,  William  B.,  Life  of  President  Reed 

referred  to,  2,  59. 
Jiefjiinents,  American,  — 
Artillerv,  41,  56,  57,  78. 
Col.  Ball's,  35,  42,  43. 
Col.   Butler's.     Vide  Butler's  regi- 
ment ° 
Col.  Crane's   Massachusetts   Artil- 

leiy,  71. 
Col.  Kebiger's.     Vide  Febiger's  reg- 
iment. 
Major  Hull's.     Vide  Hull's  detach- 
ment. 
Lee's  Battalion,  42,  122,  137,  138. 
Massachusetts  Battalion,  71. 
Col.   Jleigs's.     I7(/e   Jleigs's    reo-i- 

ment.  ° 

2d  North  Carolina,  71. 
6tli  Pennsylvania,  44,  87,  119. 
9th  Pennsylvania,  43,  119. 
Rifle  corps,  57. 
1st  Virginia,  43. 
2d  Virginia,  43. 
6lli  Virginia,  43. 
loth  Virginia,  43. 
Regiments,  British, — 
Guards,  65. 
IVth  Foot,  65. 
XVllth  Foot,  39,  66,  76,  83,  S4,  85, 

86.  90,  91,  92,  93,  94,  95,  101. 
XXXIIId  Font,  S3. 
XLIUl  Foot,  iZ. 
L.XIIld  Foot,  66,  83. 
LXIVth  Foot,  66,  83. 
LXXIst  Foot,  39,  63,  65,  91,  92,  93. 
LXXlVth  Foot,  72. 
Loyal  Amerii-an,  39, 63, 85, 86, 91, 92. 
Roval  Artillery,  39,  63,  65. 
Volunteers  of 'Ireland,  85. 
Yagers,  66,  67,  71,  91,  05. 
ReroU  of  the  colonies,  107 
Riiliardson,    Aliurges,    surgeon's    mate, 

(Mass.  Battalion,)  71. 
Rivinglun,  James.     Vide  Royal  Gazette, 

I'lie,  (Rivington's). 
Ririnijiun,  "Mr.,"  99,  103. 
Rnbtrls,  Lieut.,  (Roval  Artillerv,)  85. 
Rubinmn,  Col.   Beverlv,  (  Loyal  Ameri- 
can Kegt.,)  86,  91,  92,  101. 

iJoiin.TOn,Capt.,{Loval  American  Regt.,) 
86.  ■ 


Robinson,  Ensign,  (XVIIth  Foot,)  66. 

Rockland  coutitv,  N.  Y.,  the  character 
ol  its  inhabitants  in  1779,  23,  40,  47, 
53.  '       >       I 

Romans  before  .Jerusalem,  105. 

Rose's  farm,  35,  42,  43. 

Ross,  Lieut.,  (LXXIst  Foot,)  86. 

Royal  Gazette,  The,  (Rivington's,)  qnot- 

ed,  70,  91,  93,  99;  referred  to,  73,  86, 

88,  99,  102. 
Rush,   Dr.    Benjamin,   letter   from  him 

quoted,  123;  'the  same  referred  to,  59. 
Rush,  Mrs.,  124. 


Sandtf-beach,  41,  76. 

Saralofja,  ]22. 

Scammrll.  Alexander,  Adjt.-Gen.,  59. 

Scliuyler,  Gen.  Philip,  letter  from,  quot- 
ed, 122. 

Sec7-el  service,  18. 

Selden,  Capt.,  94,  101. 

Sherman,  Lieut.-Col.,  82,  126,  129,  140; 
letters  from,  quoted,  131-133, 136;  the 
same  answered.  135,  136. 

Shipping,  British,  40,  53,  54,  78,  87,  92, 

94.  ; 

Simpson,  Lieut.,  (XVIftli  Foot,)  86. 

Sinclair,  Fnsign,  (XVIIth  Foot,)  86. 

Skiimtr,  Abralnini,  I).  Com.  Prisoners, 
79,  84;  letter  from  him  quoted.  111; 
the  same  referred  to,  118. 

Smilh's  in  Ihe  Clove,  15. 

Sinilli  Carolina,  her  patriotism  in  1779,  3. 

Spaniards  in  Mexico,  105. 

Sjia.'  l-s.  Dr.  .Tared,  27,  54,  75 ;  his  map  of 
assault  on  8tnny  Point,  48;  his  Amer- 
ican I'.ioCTraphv' referred  to.  43,  44,  47, 
49,  51,  62,  53;'liis  Life  of  Washington 
referred  to,  2,  6,  42,  49,  50;  his  Writ- 
ings of  Washington  referred  to,  5,  27, 
48,  75. 

Spencer,  Sergt.,  52,  67,  58. 

Sjmis  taken  at  Stony-Point,  value  of, 
paid  to  the  cnptors,"5S.  59,  63. 

Sjiotsu-ood,  Col.  A.,  letter  from  him  quot- 
ed, 125. 

Springsleel's,  Mr.,  42,  43,  44,  45,  46,  77. 

S(n/e  jealousy,  130,  131-134. 

Si.  Ciair,  Ge'n.  Arthur,  13,  53,  122;  let- 
ter from  him  quoted,  llo. 

Sudman's  History  of  the  American  'War, 

referred  to,  6,  6,  49,  53,  64. 
Stiphcns,  Gen.  Adam,  letter  ■from   him 

quoted,  125,  126. 
Slep',ens.  Philip,  (Secretary  of  the  Ad- 
miralty,) 67,  68. 
Shiiben,  the  Baron,  23,  121 ;  his  M.S.  pa- 
pers quoted,  114;  his  treatise  ou  tac- 
tics referred  to,  23. 
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Stcwiirt,  jrnjor,  23,  44,  47,  52,  Gl,  63,  76, 
77,  111,  124,  12'J,  130,  134. 

Slii  liitf/^  Brig.-Gcii.,  83,  84. 

SU'iia  l'  errv,  106. 

Slimy-Poiiil,  24,  25,  26,  27,  40,  41,  47,  49, 
53,  54,  55,  56,  58,  6a,  61,  62,  63,  64,  65, 
66,  67,  68,  69,  70,  74,  75,  76,  79,  80,  81, 
82,  83,  84,  85,  89,  90,  9],  92,  93,  99, 
101,  104,  105,  111,  113,  119,  120,  122, 
123,  125,  126,  128,  129,  130,  132,  134, 
137,  138, 143,  144,  145,  146;  (le.»cribc(l, 
1,  24,  27,  39,  40,  66,  68,  90,  92,  V7,  99; 
tlie  Ciipiure  of,  by  Sir  Henrv  Clintoti, 
Jlay  81,  1779,  5,  66-70,  71-73;  the  ef- 
fect (if  lii:it  success,  6;  garrUoneti  by 
the  eneinv,  6;  its  import.tnce  to  t!ie 
liritisli,  6,'l9,  27,  66;  Gen.  Wiishinpton 
projected  :iii  attiick  on  it,  19;  tlie  po*i- 
tioi!  reconnoitred,  23,  24,  25,  26,  33, 34, 
36,  44,  77,  99;  the  iinnibers  and  cliar- 
ncter  of  the  garrison,  1,  39;  desertions 
J)-oni  the  g.irrison,  27,  47;  desertions 
lo  the  garrison,  26,  42,  99,  102;  the 
projected  attack  known  to  tlie  ene- 
my, 26,  97,  98,  99,  102;  permission 
to  attack  the  post  granted  1)V  Gen. 
Washington,  32,  33  ;  Gen.  Wasliiiig- 
tnn's  plan  of  atinck,  28-31,  75;  Gen. 
\Vai-ne's  plan  of  attack,  34,  36-38,  76, 
124, 144;  marcli  of  the  assailing  forcei^, 
41,  42,  76,  77,  80  ;  formation  of  tlie 
colnmn  of  attack,  42,  77;  final  orders 
of  Gen.  Wayne,  44,  77;  movement  of 
the  columns  of  attack,  47,  48,  77,  96, 
100;  /lie  riijhi  t:olumji,of  what  troops 
composed,  42,  77.  by  whom  directed, 
43,  77,  96,  128,  140,"  its  route,  47,  48, 
77,  its  progres'^,  48-6],  77,  96,  the 
opposition  which  it  experienced,  49- 
51,  77,  96;  tlie  hft  column,  of  what 
troops  composed,  42,  77,  by  whom 
conim.inded,  49,  77,  its  route,  48,  its 
progress,  49,  96,  the  opposition  which 
it  experienced,  49;  the  J'tin',  of  what 
troops  composed,  48,  77,  by  whom 
commrinded,  48,  77,  its  route,  48,  its 
operations,  49;  the  corps  de  reserve, 
of  what  troops  composed,  42;  tJie  cov- 
eririff  parties,  of  what  troops  com- 
posed, 42,  78;  the  gidlantrv  of  the 
as.sailants,  50-53,  75-78,  82,-88,  89,  94, 
97,  98,  99,  100,  104,  113,  146;  obstina- 
cy of  the  defence  of,  1,  2,  49-51,  55,  90, 
91,93,94,95,96;  coniluct  of  the  tories 
in  the  g.-irrison,  53,  91,  101;  the  cap- 
tm-e  of  the  post,  58,  77,  84,  86,  87,  88, 
89,  90,  9!,  92,  93,  99,  104,  110,  113,  116, 
118,  119,  129,  137,  the.sui-eess  chnr- 
nr/ovzi'J —  ••  assault,"  38,  61,  114, 
118,    "assaulted    and    carried,"    82, 


"stormed,"  79,  97,  99,  104,  108,  "a 
surprise,"  59,  86,  87,  68,  90,  the  "sur- 
prise "  denieil,  1, 2, 49,  60 ;  clemency  of 
the  victors,  S3,  64,  78,  88,  89,  98,  99,  ioO, 
101, 113, 123,  146;  the  same  ridicidcd, 
104,  106;   strength  of  the  assitihmts, 

87,  88,  90,  91,  98,  100,105;  strength  of 
the  garrison,  87,  88,  89,  90,  92,  98, 105 ; 
Inssof  the  assailants,  64,  59,  78,  79,  87, 

88,  90,  92,  94,  96,  101,  112,  116,  129; 
loss  of  the  garrison,  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing,  64,  55,  78,  80,  84,  85,  86, 
90.  91,  92,  93,  94,  96,  96,  98,  101,  112, 
prisoners,  56,  79,  84,  85,  86,  87,  88,  69, 
90,  92,  93,  94,  95,  96,  98, 101,  103;  col- 
ors captured,  76;  artillerv  and  stores 
taken,  65,  56,  69,  63,  80,  81,  87,  89,  91, 
92,  94,  96,  101,  103,  109,  110,  111,  112, 
116;  disposition  of  the  prisoners,  87, 
90,  96,  101,  103,  111,  118;  the  garri- 
son of,  entirehj  captured,  69,  87,  88,  89, 
96;  the^ame  contradicted,  92;  impor- 
tance of  the  capture  of  Stonv-Poiiit, 
59-64,  89,  90,  95,  110,  113,  115,  117, 
120,123,124,127;  poems  concerning 
it,  96,  97,  108,  109;  letters  of  congrat- 
ulation, 69,  60,  no,  113,  114,  119,  120, 
122-127,143-146;  general  orders,  69; 
action  of  Congress  thereon,  61-63; 
evacnaiion  of,  75,  83,  93,  94,  96,  10], 
106,  116,  130,  135;  anecdotes  concern- 
ing the  assault,  92,  93,  104;  map  of, 
124,  144. 

Slorms,  [Mr.,]  27,35. 

iS((6sc/(/;((im  list  quoted,  11;  referred  to, 
10. 

"*S(/jy»-/se  of  Stony-roint,"  the  term  dis- 
approved, 1,  2. 

Snklnitz,  127. 

Swords,  Ensign,  (Loyal  American  Regt.,) 
86.  ■ 


Tnrryloirv,  N.  Y.,  94. 

Teller's  I'oint,  71,  72. 

Teu;  Capt.,  (Wllth  Foot,)  55,  86,  93,  94, 
95,  101;  biographical  sketch  of,  65. 

Thomiis,  Isaiah,  75,  79,  69,  90,  93,  96,  97. 

Thomas's  Massachusetts  Spy.  ]'uh  Mas- 
sachusetts Spy:  The,  Ur,  American 
Oracle  of  Liberty,  (  I'honias's). 

Thomson,  Charles,  Secretary  of  Congress, 
74,  81,  82. 

Tijjin,  ('apt.,  (Royal  Artillery,)  85. 

T}fits  before  Jerusalem,  105. 

Tories.      Vide  Loyalists. 

Trenton,  N.  .1.,  73,  74,  75,  90,  103. 

Trifiilii  Cluncli,  New  York,  86,  101. 

Trumhull,  Gov.  .lonathan,  114. 

Tryon,  Gov.  William,  27,  99, 108,  117. 
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United  States  in  1778-9,  2,  4,  5,  46;  the 

future  of,  124. 
Upcoll  (JoUection,  The,  referred  to,  55. 


VtrplancVi  Pnint,  N.  Y.,  5,  6,  IS,  24,  29, 
30,  32,  06,  67,  68,  60,  70,  72,  73,  78,  S2, 
63,  84,  91,  93,  95,  l06,  116,  121. 

Vineiiif/^  Mis«,  123. 

Virginia  appealed  to  in  1779,  5;  expedi- 
tion against  it,  72. 

Vii'f/inia  line,  35,  52. 

VuUu7-e,  sloop  of  war,  67,  68. 


Wnilers,  their  sliare  of  tlie  spoils,  57. 

Wiirren,  James,  3,  4. 

Wdsliington,  Gen.  George,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  8, 
12,  13,  14,  15,  16,  17, "18,  20,  2],  23,  24, 
25,  27,  2K,  31,  32,  33,  34,  38,  40,  41,  42, 
43,  46,  47,  54,  59,  74,  78,  81,  82,  84,  88, 
97,  109,  113, 119,122,  123,  124,  128,  134, 
138,  139,  140,  141,  143;  letters  from 
him  refei-red  to,  3,  4,  5,  6,  14,  15,  23, 
27,  31,  32,  41,  43,  47,  48,  58,  109,  135; 
letters  fi-om  Iiini  quoted,  4,  5,  13,  14, 

15,  17,  18,  19,  21,  22,  26,  27,  28^  29,  30, 
31,  33,  58,  59,  69,  70,  74,  75,  76,  112, 

114,  115. 

"  Wiishinfilon,  llr.,"  26,  84,  93,  99. 
WaUliivord  \.\.\.  Stony-l'oinf,  44. 
Wayne,  Gen.  AntliVinv,  1,  7-12,  13,  14, 

16,  IB,  17,  18,  19,  20;  22,  23,  24,  25,  27, 
31,  32,  33,  34,  37,  38,  39,  40,  41,  43,  44, 
45,  40,  47,  48,  49,  50,  51,  52,  54,  55,  60, 
57,  59,  60,  61,  62,  63,  64,  74,  75,  76,  79, 
86,  87,  88,  89,  00,  91,  92,  94,  96,  97,  100, 
102,  104,  105,  loS,  110,   112,  113,  114, 

115,  118,  119,  120,  121,  122,  123,  124, 
125,  126,  127,  128,  130,  131,  133,  136, 
137,  138,  139,  140,  141,  142,  143,144, 
145,  146,  147;  liis  early  life,  7-9;  re- 
quested a  connuand  in  llie  lifflit  troo[)s, 
12, 13;  the  same  promi-^ed,  13, 14;  or- 
dered to  camp,  15;  the  commatid  of 
the  I'tilit  troops  given  to  him,  16-19; 
recoinioitred  the  position  at  Stony- 
I'oint,  23,  25,  32,  44;  authorized  to 
assault  the  post,  33;  his  "Order  of 
Battle"  issued  on  that  occasion,  36- 
38';   his  movement  against  the  post, 


41,  42;  preparations  for  the  assault, 
42-47;  commands  the  ri;;ht  colnnin 
of  attaci<,  47;  wounded,  50,  51,  54, 
74,  78,  87,  88.  90,  92,  93,  94,  96,  101, 
102,  104,  113,  119,  120,  123,  124,  126, 
131,  137;  thanked  hy  Congress,  61; 
medal  voted  to  him,"  61,  62;  his  de- 
spatches, 74,  76-82;  letters  from  him 
quoted,  9,  10,  13,  15,  16,  20,  21,  22,  2-3, 
24,  25,  26,  27,  34,  35,  40,  42,  43,  46,  47, 
50,  61,  54,  74,  76-78,  81,  82,  118,  119, 
120,  123,  124,  125,  126,  133-142,  144; 
tlie  same  referred  to,  22,  26,  27,  32,  40, 
41,  42,  43,  44,  45,  47,  49,  50,  52,  53,  54, 
56,  74,  75,  81,  111,  113,  115,  118,  119, 

123,  124,  126,  128,  130,  131,  133;  his 
personal  appearance,  11,  12;  Ins  char- 
acter, 11.  12;  his  wife,  10,  45,  47,  120; 
his  children,  16,  45,  46. 

Wayne,  Col.  Isiiac,  12,  62. 

"  Wayne,  Jlr.,"  93. 

Wayne,  Mrs.,  16,  45,  47,  120. 

Wayne,  Rachel,  120. 

Way/ne  papers  quoted,  9,  10,  11,  13,  14, 
15,  16,  17,  18,  19,  20,  21,  22,  23,  24,  25, 
26,  27,  28,  29,  30,  31,  33,  3i,  35,  36,  37, 
88,  40,  42,  43,  44,  46,  47,  50,  51,  56,  57, 
58,  59,  60,  109,  110,  111,  112,  ll?!,  114, 
115,  118,  119,  120,  121,  122,  123,  124, 
125,  126,  128,  129,  130,  131,  132,  133, 
134,  135,  136,  137,  138,  139,  140,  141, 
142,  143,  144,145,  146,  147,  148;  the 
same  re'erred  to,  7,  10,  11,  14,  15,  17, 
20,  22,  26,  27,  31,  32,  40,  41.  42,  43, 
44.  45,  47,  48,  51,  52,  56,  57,  59,  109, 
111,  113,  118,  119,  120,  121,  122,  123, 

124,  125,  128,  130,  131,  133,  135,  136, 
139. 

Wehh,  Col.,  41. 

Websler.  IJeut.-Col.,  83,  93,  95. 
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